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PREFACE. 


MONG the many worthy Attempts that have 
A been made to retrieve the Piety and Devotion of 

the Primitive Times, the promoting frequent Com- 
munion has had no inconfiderable Influence; and as this 
ancient Practice recovers its true Perfection, we may rea- 
ſonably expect, that the cn Effects of it will appear 
in the Lives and Conver/ations of Chriſtians, 

The Duty itſelf ſeems at preſent much better underſtood 
than it was formerly, when many very unwary Diſcourſes 
upon the Subject rather diſcouraged than excited Men 
to the Performance of it. The Preparation was looked upon 
as ſo difficult-and burdenſome, and ſo great a Perfection of 
Piety required in the Receivers, that all Aincere Beginners 
in Religion were inclined to think, that the ſacred Iuſtitu- 
tion no Ways related to them; and the Men of Bufineſi, 
though otherwiſe very ſerious, were of the Opinion, thar 
ſo much more Retirement was neceſſary than they could 
ſpare, that, not being able to prepare themſelves accord- 
ing to ſuch Schemes, they altogether laid aſide the Duty, 
and reſerved the Holy Communion for their Viaticum in 
their laſt Hours; which, though an admirable Means - 
to ſettle and ſecure the Pardon and Peace of ſuch peni- 
tent Souls as have frequented the Altar in the Time of 
their Health and Vigour ; yet, I am afraid, will but lit- 
tle 2 thoſe who have wilfully neglected it all along 
in Life. i 

Now if Chriſtians did but ſeriouſly conſider, that the 
be/t Preparation for celebrating the holy Myſteries conſiſted 
in a conſtant Care to govern their Lives by the Precepts 
of the Goſpel ; and that it was ſufficient if they approach- 
d the Lord's Table with honeſt and devout Minds, hear- 
tily and ſincerely reſolving to amend their Lives, and 
raly willing and defirous to uſe all Means to become 
detter; it is ĩmpoſſible, I ſay, if Mens Minds were poſſeſſed 
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with this right Notion of the Matier, and that they really 
deſigned to be true to their Chriſtian Profeſſions, but that 
they ſhould embrace all Opportunities of receiving the 
holy Sacrament, and lament every reaſonable Caute of 
their Abſence, as a great Misfortune, becauſe inis the 
beſt Means to enable them to diſcharge their Duty And 
indeed the Religion we live by, is the Religion we mult 

| receive by; though the Method many Men take upon 

theſe Occaſions, tempts one to believe, that they think 
there is a great Difference between them. 

| For my Part, I could never diſcover any Duty, ſuppoſ- 

ing one inſtructed in the Nature of this holy Adlon, that 
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| a Man was obliged to before receiving the holy Commu- 1 To t 
| zion, that was not his Duty ſome Time or other, though y pro 
| he forbore Communicating. For the holy Sacrament does OT 
| not ſo much oblige us to new Duties, as enable us to ey 7 
| make good thoſe Obligations which the Profeſſion of rating 

Chriſtianity has already laid upon vs, 3 


They that are acquainted with Eccltſſaſtical Hiſtory, Chrifi 
know very well, that the Euchariſ, in the pureſt Ages of of * 0s 
| the Church, made a Part of their daily Public Service; * R, 
| and when the Devotion of, Chriſtians began to decline, * . 
they yet always upon the Lord Day celebrated the Chri/- I has 
tian Sacrifice. Our ſecond Service at the Altar ſeems de- pitche 4 
3 fective without a conformable Practice to Antiquity in this P 

| Point; and the holy Exerciſes of the Lord's Day appear 
* to want their due Perfection without theſe Euchariſtical 
| Devotions. To this Purpoſe our Church has encouraged a 
| conſtaut aveek/y Communion, by permit-· Nas if the. 
Rubrick after ting it to be celebrated where rec or fur ¶to pe 7 
Communion. Perfons are ready and willing to communi: Nthemſeli 
cate; as being aſſured by our Saviour, that make lit 
where tavo or three are gathered together in his Name, Iber Htitute of 
be is himſelf in the M:d/t 4 them, And if the Parochia,,, of M 
Miniſter ſhould begin with ſuch a ſmall Number, it RW 
likely they would quickly-increaſe ; at leaſt it will de- iouſly u 
monſtrate his own Zeal to ſpew forth the Lord's Death le nioſt 
and may bring a Bleſſing upon his Pariſb, as well as to rei 

upon the other Labcurs of his holy FunAion. | vilty, 
In order to quicken the eſtabliſhing of this Primitiu L have 
„Devotion, I cannot forbear ſuggeſting an O&/ervation 4 dur holy 
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Fare, by ſeveral of the Reverend Clergy, who have been zea- 
g * lous in this Matter, wiz. That where Communions have 
6 of been frequent, the Number of the Communicants hath. /en- 


40% increaſed, which, I think, ought to be no ſmall En- 
couragement to have the holy Mykeries celebrated in all 
Pariſh Churches every Lord's Day; becauſe this ſhews a 
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a iar their Duty; and, conſequently, muſt animate the Zeal 
©015* Hof their Paſtors to give them ſuch frequent Opportunities 
of. Jof commemorating the Death and Paſſion of our bleſſed 
x Log Saviour. 
50 To this holy End and Purpoſe, I have endeavoured, 
ON by proper Arguments, to preſs the Duty of frequent Cam- 
* union upon the Conſciences of Men; for all thoſe Mo- 
* 0” Wives that perſuade us to communicate at all, ovght to 
Hy 8 prevail upon us to doit often; and it appears to me very 


rap? that no ſincere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe lawfully 
indered, can juftify going out of the Church when the 
Chriflian Sacrifice is celebrated; nor is there 2aiy Pretence 
of Excuſe ſufficiently valid, for a Man that is in earneſt 
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when the Heavenly Banquet is there prepared. 
I have no Deſign to puſh thoſe forward that have 
pitched their Tents in the Quarters of the Enemy ; be- 


in this cauſe, being under the Power of evil Habits, their Re- 
appr", ceiving, as well as their Praying, muſt aggravate their 
aha Crimes, and increaſe their Condemnation ; they cannot 
rage” "partake of rhe Table of 1he | ord, and live and blaſpheme, 
permit Bias if they partook of the Table of Devils. And it is in vain 
e or feu ¶¶to perſuade ſuch People to be converted, in Order to make 
a pe: themſelves fit to receive often; becauſe this Motive will 


make little or no Impreſſion upon thoſe that are to deſ- 
titute of Faith and the Love of God. But I hope all ſuch 
bone/t Minds and candid Readers, who have a juſt Con- 
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12 ern for the Welfare of their Souls, will conſider ſo ſe- 
* 1 touſly the Weight of thoſe Anſwers that are given to 
—_— ae moſt plaufble Objeftions againſt frequent Communion, 


$ 3 reform this Neglect, if they have been hitherto 
vilty, 

have moreover ſet in its true Light the great Care 
ur holy Mother, the Church of England, has taken to 
A 3 Prevent 


great Diſpoſition in the Laity to be brought to a Senſe of 


with Religion to turn his Back upon the holy Table, 
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vi PREFACE. 
prevent the Prophanation of the Lord's Super And did 
our own Members govern themſelves more exactly, ac- 
cording to ſuch admirable Rules, or did thoſe who differ 
from us more thorovghly weigh the Excellency of them, 
we ſhould hear no more of thoſe Objections they are 
wont to make againſt our Diſcipline in this Point. 

Ihave particularly taken Care to ſhew, that this Chri/- 
tian Inflitution was ordained, not only to put us in Mind 
of thoſe great Bleſſings which our Saviour purchaſed for 
us by his Death (for, what Man that reflects upon his 
Chriſtianity, can eaſily forget them ?) but that it was alſo 
eſtabliſhed as a /acred Rite to ſupplicate God the Fa- 
ther by the Merits of our Saviour's Paſſion, repreſenting 
to him the Symbols of his Body and Blood, that thereby he 
may become favourable and propitious to us. This Senſe 
of it is agreeable to the holy Scriptures, as they were 
underſtood by thoſe who lived nigheſt to the Times of 
the Apoſtles, and has been evidently proved ſo by the 
Learned, Fudicious, and Pious Mr. Mede. 

I muſt freely confeſs, that the Sum and Subftance of the 
following Treatiſe was printed in a Catechetical Form in 
the Chapter of the Yigils in the Companion for the Fe/- 
tivals and Faſts of the Church of Engfand ; but, in great 
Deference to the concurring Judgment of ſome awor?hy 
Divines and Lay-men of my Acquaintance, it now appears 
in another Dreſs, with ſome Enlargements, more eaſily 
to be purchaſed by all Sorts of People. 'They were ſo 
indulgent to the Compoſition which they defired, as to 
think it might be ſerviceable to the Intere/ of Religion ; 
an Argument, which, I am willing to own, I was not 
able to reſiſt ; for I hope I ſhall be always ready to ſuſtain 
the Shock of the ſevereſt worldly Cenſure, when the Pro- 
vidence of God offers me a probable Opportunity of 
doing the leaſt Good. ä 

To make it more effectual to that End, I have added 
upon this Occaſion the Devotional Part, which in ſome 
Meaſure owes its Original to the antient Liturgies of the 
Chriftian Church, which I have carefully peruſed, and 
have tranſplanted many a pious Thought and warm Ex- 
preſſion from thoſe Sources into this private Compo- 
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I am very ſenſible this Subject has exerciſed the Pens 
of many learned and dewout Perſons; and N I think, 
we abound too much with Diſcourſes upon the Argument 
of Preparation, wherein the Subſtance of Practical Di- 
vinity is introduced, as if it was only neceſſary at ſuch 
Times: yet I am of the Opinion we cannot exceed in 
multiplying Books upon the Dewotional Part; the Tem- 
pers and Apprehenſions of Men being ſo different, that 
what does not affect one, may touch another; and, fo 
that ſubſtantial Piety and Devotion are improving, too 
many Iuſtruments cannot be employed in advancing 

em. 


Aug. 15, 1706, Ros. Nz180N, 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
Them that come to be CoONTIRMED, 
By Way of Queſtion and Anſwer. 


Q HAT is Confirmation? 
A. A ſolemn Rite inftituted by the 
Y Apoſtles, wherein the Bi/oop, by laying on 
of Hands, and by fervent Prayer, and authoritative Bene- 
diction, conveys to ſuch Perſons, who, in the Preſence of 
God, and the Congregation, ſincerely renew their Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, a farther Degree of God's Grace and Holy 
Spirit. a 
7 What is the End and Deſgn of Confirmation ? 
A. That baptiſed Chriſtians ſhould, by their own de- 
- 'iberate Choice, take upon themſelves that Vow and 
Promiſe, which was made in their Names by their God- 
fathers and Godmothers, when they were admitted Mem- 
bers of Chri/'s Church; ſo that the confirmed Perſon 
ex preſsly conſents to the Baptiſmal Covenant, and before 
ons and many Witneſſes engages to perform his Part 
of it. 2 
Q. At what Age is Confirmation to be adminiftred ? 
A. The Church of Erglend hath not determined any 
certain Age, but requires it to be done only to ſuch, as 
are come to a competent Age; which implies, that none 
ſhould be admitted, till they underſtand the Nature of 
the Baptiſmal Vow, which they then renew, and till they 
are capable of making a prudent and firm Reſolution of 
obſerving it. 
Q. What Cuſtom was there among 
any Reſemblance to Confirmation? 
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A. The Fews were wont to bring their | 
Children before the Congregation at thir= Buxt. Syn. 
teen Years old, when they had learned the Jud. cap. vu» 
Law, and the Explication thereof, and 
their daily Prayers ; CIA they were declared 
Sons of the Precept, and henceforth they were to anſwer 
for their own Sins, for which, before, the Fathers and 
not the Children had been reſponſible ; and the Rite 
ended with Prayers and Praiſes. 

Q. What hath the Church of England declared concern- 
ing Confirmation ? : 

A. That it hath been a ſolemn, ancient, 
and laudable Cuſtom, continued from the Can. lx. 
Apoſtles Time, that all Biſhops ſhovld lay GL 
their Hands upen Children baptiſed, and inſtructed in 
the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Religion, praying over them 
and bleſſing them, | 

Q. How doth it appear that this Rite was uſed by the 
Apoſtles ? | | 

A. We have the Scripture itſelf for the Evidence of 
the Fact; for when the Men of Samaria had 
been converted and baptiſed, and had re- Ads viii. 
ceived the Word of God, the Apoſtles St. 
Peter and St. John were ſent to confirm thoſe new Con- 
verts, to lay their Hands upon them, that they might re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt. And the Diſciples at 
Epheſus, after they had been baptiſed in the Ads xix. 5, 6. 
Name of Jeſus, were confirmed by St. Paul, 
who laid his Hands upon them, and then they received 
the Holy Ghoſt. And further, the ſame Apoſtle men- 
ions as Fundamentals, not only the Doctrine 
of Baptiſm, but the laying on of Hands, by Heb. vi. 3. 
hich the ancient Interpreters have always ; 
underſtood Confirmation: Which appeared ſo plain to 
alvin himſelf, that it was his Opinion, 
vat this one Place ſbeaus evidently that Con- In loc. 
rmation was inflituted by the Apoſtles. 
Q How does it appear that Confirmation was not con- 
ned to the Age of the Apoſtles ? 

A, Becauſe this ſolemn Rize is highly uſeful and bene- 
bc1al to the ſpiritual Wants of Chriſtians in all Ages; 
| As | who 


who ſtand in Need of the Influences of God's Holy Spirit 
to the great Purpoſe of Sanctification; and was as ſuch 
accordingly practiſed by them in all the ſucceeding Ages 
of the Church, as appears by the Teſtimonies of Par ers 
and Councils, who in this Matter ſpeak as Witneſſes of 
a Catholic Cuſtom, 

Q. Give me ſome Teſtimonies of this Practice. 

A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about fourſcore Years 
after St. Jobn, and who is very careful in relating the 

Practice of the Primitive Church, tells us, 
De Bapt. c. 8. That after Baptiſm ſucceeds laying on of 
Hands, by Prayer calling for, and inviting 
the Holy Spirit. And St. Cyprian, who flouriſhed about 
| fixty Years after Tertullian, hath this Remark upon the 
Hiſtory of the Samaritan Converts. The ſame Thing, ſays 
he, is practiſed among us, that they who are 
baptiſed in the Church are preſented to the 
Governors of it, the Biſhops, that by our 
Prayers and Impo/ition of Hands, they may obtain the Holy 
Ghofl, and be perfeaed with the Seal of Chrif Which is 
by Confirmation to attain to the higheſt Order of Chriſti- 
ans, St. Jerome ſpeaks full to the Point; 
Dial. adverſ, F you aſk, ſays he, where it is written ? 
Lucif. It is written in the Acts of the Apoſtles; bat 
if there were no Authority of Scripture for it, 
yet the Conſent of all the World in this Particular, is inſtead 
of a Command. 

Q What are the Efefts of Confirmation? 

A. In the Primitive Church theſe Effects were extracr- 
dinary Gifts, ſuch as were neceſſary then in the Infant 
State of the Church ; but upon the Settlement of it, the 
Holy Spirit guides it by ſecret and inviſible Commu- 
nications, which thoſe receive who are qualified to par- 
take of them in this regular and miniſterial Way ; and 
they are thoſe ordinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which are 
neceſſary for the performing the Conditions of our Sal- 
vation, which we cannot work out, without the Influ- 
ences of God's Holy Spirit. 

Q I ho i; the proper Miniſter of Confirmation? 

A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite was devolved by 
the Apoſtles to their Sueceſſors, the Biſhops of py 
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tholic Church; for though Philis the Deacon 
had Liberty both to. preach and baptize, Acts viii. 
yet the Apoſtles only had the Power to 15 
confirm, as is plain by the Hiſtory of the 
Samaritan Converts, And therefore this 
Rite is appropriated to the Biſhops, as being Succeſſors 
of the Apoſtles in the Government of the Church, in all 
the primitive Records of Chriſtianity. 

Q What Ceremony is u/ed in Confirmation? 

A. The Laying on of the Hand of the Biſhop upon 
the Head of the Perſon to be confirmed ; a very ancient 
Ceremony in giving of Bleſſings, practiſed 


by the Jews, and made uſe of by our Sa- Matt. Xx. 13. 


viour himſelf, and adopted by the Apo- Adds vii. 17. 
ſtles, with Prayer, for communicating the Heb- vi. 2. 
Holy Spirit in Confirmation, and which 

gave Name to the whole Office, which is called The Lay- 
ing on of Hands. | 

Q. What Qualifications are neceſſary for the Candidates 
of this Holy Ordinance ? 

A. Thoſe who are brought to be confirmed, ought to 
be thoroughly inſtructed in the Nature of their Baptiſmal 
Vow, which they then renew, and of that Obligation 
they lie under to perform it. They ought to be acquaint- 
ed with the Meaning of this holy Rite, and whoſe Office 
it is to adminiſter it, They ought to have a competent 
Degree of the Knowledge of thoſe Chriſtian Duties that 
relate to God, their Neighbour and themſelves. And, in 
order to theſe Ends, it is adviſeable, that they ſhould 
ſome Time before read over the Confirmation Office, 

Q. What particular Preparation is neceſſary before Con- 
frmation ? 

A. The Perſons to be confirmed ought to examine 
themſelves concerning thoſe Sins of Omiſſion or Com- 
miſſion they have been guilty of, in Thought, Word, and 
Deed; and to confels them to God, declaring their hear- 
ty Sorrow and Repentance for them, and earneſtly beg- 
ging God's Pardon and Forgiveneſs; to which they muſt 
add ſerious Reſolutions of living anſwerable to their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. And that their Prayers and holy 
Purpoſes may be effectual, they may do well to join 
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12 / Confirmation. 
Faſting to them, that they may be the better diſpoſed to 
receive the Influences of God's Holy Spirit. 

Q. Since yeu mention the Neceſſity of making ſerious Re- 

ſolutions of living anſwwerable to the Chriftian Profeſſion, 
aohen you receive Confirmation; pray what do you reſolve 
in relation ts thoſe Enemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleth ? 
A. I reſolve, by the Grace of God, to be always upon 
the Watch againſt thoſe various Ways, in which each of 
them is likely to endanger my Salvation ; I reſolve to 
uſe all fit and proper Means to ſecure myſelf againſt thoſe 
Dangers; and particularly to fortify thoſe weak Places 
of my Mind, which my Temper or Circumſtances of 
Life render moſt expoſed to them. 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to the Devil? 

A. I reſolve, by God's Aſſiſtance, never to give my 
Conſent to any of thoſe wicked Thoughts which he may 
throw into my Mind; ror to comply with any of thoſe 
Temptations whereby he ſollicits me to fin; neither will 
J make uſe of thoſe Ways of conſulting him, which un- 
godly Men have taken, And I particularly reſolve to 
avoid all Pride, Malice, and Envy, all Treachery, Ly- 
ing, Revenge, and Cruelty, which are moſt properly the 
Works of the Devil. x 

bat do you reſolve in Relation to the World? 

A. I reſolve, by the Help of God, not to do any Thing 
unlawful in order to procure Honour, Riches, or Plea- 
ſure; neither will I ſet my AﬀeCtions immoderately upon 
any unlawful Enjoyment. I refolve to contradi the 
evil Maxims and Cuſtoms, to avoid the bad Company 
of a vain and wicked World; and to forego all worldly 
Comforts and Poſſeſſions, all my natural Relations, and 
my own Life, whenever they ſtand in Competition 
with my Duty. | | | 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to the Fleſh ? * 

A. I reſolve, by God's Help, to reſiſt the unlawful 
Defires of my own corrupt Nature; to ſuppreſs all laſ- 
civious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid all filthy and ob- 
ſcene Diſcourſe, and never to gratify my fleſhly Appe- 
tites, but with Temperance and Sobriety, and only in 
ſach a Manner as is allowed by the Law of God, And 
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in order to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloth and Idleneſs, 
which are common Incentives to our carnal Minds. 
Q. What do vou reſolve in Relation to your Faith? 
A. I reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the Belief of the Being 
of a God, which is evident from his making and preſerve 
ing all Things. I reſolve ſtedfaſtly to believe, that in this 
one glorious Godhead, there are three Perſons, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; that the ſecond Per- 


ſon in the bleſſed Trinity, God the Son, took upon him 


human Nature, was born of a Virgin, and died upon a 
Croſs, as a Sacrifice for the Sins of the World ; that he 
roſe again the third Day from the Dead, aſcended into 
Heaven, and fitteth on the Right Hand of God, and 
that he will come again tojudge the Quick and the Dead, 
That this Son of God, our Lord Fefus, planted a Church 
while he was upon Earth, and committed the Care of it 
to his Apoſtles, with a Power to ordain others to ſucceed 
them in their Office. That the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed 
miraculous Gifts upon the Apoſtles to fit them to convert 
the World, and to bring all Mankind into the Chriſtian 

hurch, in which Forgiveneſs of Sins, and eternal Life 
after the Reſurrection of the Body, are always to be ob- 
ained. 5 

Q. Why do you reſolve to believe thus? 

A. Becauſe theſe and all other Points of my Creed are 
evealed in the holy Scriptures by God himſelf, who is 
nfinite Truth, and cannot lye, who is infinite Love, and 
vill not deceive me. | 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to your Practice? 

A. I reſolve, by the Help of Divine Grace, to obſerve 
Il thoſe Precepts which relate to God, my Neighbour, 
nd myſelf, 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to God? 

A. I reſolve to pay my Obedience to him in a due 
nd devout Attendance on Prayers, both in public and 
rivate, and on the holy Sacrament, I reſolve to own 
is Bounty in all the good Things1 receive, and to ſub- 
it patiently to his Wiſdom in all the Afflictions I ſuffer. 
reſolve to reverence his holy Name, never to uſe it 
gbtly, nor to profane it by cuſtomary Swearmg, much 
is by falſe as faithleſs Oaths. I refcive to * 

| | k 
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14 Of Confirmation. 
his holy Word, conſtantly to reſort to his Worſhip, and 
to obſerve his Day particularly ſet apart for it, and to 
ſhew a due Regard to all Things and Perſons devoted to 
him, and commiſſioned by him. | 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to your Neighbour? 

A. I reſolve, by the Grace of God, to be juſt in all 
my Dealings; never to deprive him of his Right by 
Fraud or Force; to be ſincere in my Expreſſions, and to 
be true to my Promiſes. I reſolve to relieve his Neceſ. 
ſities according to my Ability, and to be candid in in- 
terpreting his Words and Actions; never to ſlander him 
by falſe Reports, or unneceſſarily to publiſh his Faults, 
by evil Speaking. 1 reſolve to be meek and patient 
under all Provocations, and to be ready to forgive all 
Affronts and Injuries; and to ſtudy to promote Peace 
among all Men. I reſolve to love, reverence, and obey 
my natural Parents, and to perform the ſeveral Duties! 
owe to all my Governors in Church and State. 

Q. What do you reſolve in Relation to yourſelf ? 

A. I reſolve, by the Grace of God, to humble myſelf 
under a juſt Senſe of my own Faults and Defects, not to 
be puffed up with a vain Conceit of myſelf, or with a 
Contempt of others. I reſolve to be chaſte in all my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions; and to avoid every 
Thing that may in the leaſt have a Tendency to Un- 
cleanneſs; to be temperate in the Uſe of Meats, Drinks, 
and all other Enjoyments, and to fly from all Tempta- 
tions to Drunkenneſs. I reſolve to deny myſelf, to keep 
my Body under by Faſting and Abſtinence, and to 
mortify my Affections to the Things of this World; 
and to be ready to part with any of the Conveniencies 
of Life rather than forſake the Ways of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs. | 

QE rom whence appears the Neceſlity of being ſincere it 
the/e Reſolutions ? 

A. Becauſe God, who knows our Hearts, will reje& 
our pretended Dedication of ourſelves to his Service, it 


we engage only out of Cuſtom, and in Compliance wii 4 


the Faſhion of the World, and conſequently will with. 
hold his Grace from us, fince we render ourſelves 1 
worth 


worth 
what 
Q. 
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ip, and worthy of the Influences oſ it, by never really deſigning 
and to what we openly profeſs, 
oted to Q. What are the great Advantages of Confirmation ? 
A. Itis a new En gagement to a Chriſtian Life; and is 
hbour? a laſting Admonition and Check not to diſhonour or de- 
t in all ſert my Chriſtian Profeſſion : It tends to preſerve the 
ght by Unity of the Church, by making Men ſenſible, that they 
"and to are obliged to communicate with ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Su- 


Neceſ. periors, who are endowed with all thoſe Powers that 
| in in. were left by the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors. And it is 
ler him moreover a Teſtimony of God's Favour and Goodneſs to 
Faults, MW thoſe that receive it. | 
Patient Q. How tis it a Teftimony of God's Favour and Goodneſs 
give all fo thoſe that receive ? 
» Peace A. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter declares, that God ac- 
ad obey M cepts their Proficiency, and advances them into the high- 
Duties eit Rank of the Faithful, by giving them a Title to a 
proach the Holy Table. And becauſe God vouchſafes 


f> thereby to communicate ſupernatural Strength, to en- 
e myſeit{W<ounter their ſpiritual Enemies, and enables them to 
;, not to Pe form what they undertake. 

r with a Q. What Care hath the Church of England ſbewn for 
all my he Hectual Adminiftration of Confirmation? 

d every A. Such 1s the wiſe Diſcipline of our holy Mother, that, 
20 Us both by her Rubricks and Canons, ſhe trains us up by gra- 
Drinks ME val Steps for a worthy partaking of this holy Rite; for 
rempta-· our Baptiſm, ſhe requires Sureties that ſhall engage for 
to keep. and give Security for our Chriſtian Education in the 
and o (ommunion of the Church; they being 

World; dbliged not only to ſee us inſtructed in all Exbert. at rhe 
niencie i <ccilary Points of Faith and Practice, but £4 of Publick 
-uth and o take Care, that, when we are fit, we be Baptiſm. 
drought to the Biſhop for Confirmation, 
/cucere i Q. What farther Care has the Church expreſſed in this 
articular ? 

ill rejeft J. The Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is particularly enjoined 

ervice, it o Catechize, to Inſtruct, and examine the | 

nce wi 3 ne — common People, in tbe Prin- Can, Ix. Ixi. 

vill withs es of the Chriſtian Religion, according to ,, , 

kes m Church Carechi/r. And the Church — 

worth cher requires, that none be preſented as 


Candi- 
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Candidates, till they can give an Account and Reaſon 
of their Faith, of which the Miniſter, who preſents 
them, is to be Judge; and none are even then to be P/ 
confirmed, except the Biſhop approves of them: and, : 
to ſtrike a greater Awe in the Candidates, they are fo. 
lemnly charged to anſwer as in ihe Preſence of God, 


and the whole N 
My is a Godfather or Godmother f 
enn * 127 for the 52 to be confirm- dle, 

A. As a Voucher for the Sincerity of the Parties they 1 
ſtand for, and to be a continual Monitor to them to per- . 1 
_ their Vow, as well as a Witneſs of their making us 
the ſame. : 

Q. How hath the Church endeavoured to prevent any * 
Neglect in thoſe that are intruſted with the Adminiftration ima! 
of Confirmation ? vil : 

A. She wills and ordains, that every Biſep or bis le... , 

| Sufragan, in his uſual Triennial Viſitation, 736 
Can. Ix. ſhould perform, in his own Perſon, this Rite : *. 
and Uſage; but if through any Infirmity he inds f. 

is hindered from making his Triennial Viſitation, he is dingt 
charged not to omit it the following Year, as ſoon as n carn 
conveniently may be. ions g 

Q. bat is the Miniſter of the Pariſh obliged to, aue the D 
the Biſhop giveth Notice of @ Confirmation ? nd 1 

A. The Miniſter of every Pariſh is obliged to bring or n Vor 

ſend in Writing, with his Hand ſubſcrib- ratify 
Laft Rubr. af. ed thereunto, the Names of all ſuch Per- 7 þ, 
ter the Catech. ſons within his Pariſh, as he tall think 33 
fit to be preſented to the Biſhop to be ener 
confirmed. uence 
Q. Ought Confirmation 20 be received more than once? Mr! a 
A. It is not to be repeated, becauſe this ſolemn Re- * 


newal of our baptiſmal Vow is ſufficient by being once ole A 


9 and for farther Supplies of Grace we have to ret 
ereby a Title to receive the Holy Communion, ious | 
grant 

n for t 

thee 1 


A Prov: into 
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Leaſon | | 

eſents | g 2 

to be 7 Prayer before Confirmation, to be uſed by 
—_ thoſe that are preparing for it. 

Are 10s 

God, OST merciful God, by whoſe gracious Provi- 


dence I was born of Chriſtian Parents, and early 
dicated to thee in holy Baptiſm; make me thoroughly 
nfible, I beſeech thee, of thy infinite Goodneſs in be- 
wing upon me the bleſſed Privileges of being made a 
fember of thy Church, a Child of God, and an Inhe- 
tor of the Kingdom of Heaven. . 
Grant, O Lord, that, by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, I 
ay carefully and zealouſly perform all thoſe Conditions, 
ent on which thou wert pleaſed to youchſafe to me ſuch 
firaticn Weftimable Benefits; that I may conſtantly reſiſt the 
evil, and all thoſe Temptations by which he ſeeks ts 
troy me; that I may renounce all covetous Deſires of 
onour, Riches, and Pleaſure, and all thoſe evil Cuſ- 


mother 
onf:r ms 


2s they 
to per- 
naking 


or bis 
tation, 


is Rite Bins and Maxims of the World, which alienate Mens 
nity he W::4s from the Love of God ; that I may mortify the 
25 - rdinate Appetites of my own corrupt Nature, of my 


n carnal Mind ; that I may believe ali thy holy Reve- 
ions, and keep thy bleſſed Will and Commandments 
the Days of my Life. el IP 
nd now, O Lord, that I am about to renew the ſo- 
n Vow of my Bapiiſm, and publicly in thy Preſence 
ratify all thoſe Things I then promiſed by my Sure- 
; I humbly beſeech thee to enlighten my Mind with 
Knowledge and Underſtauding of that folemn En- 
gement | then made, and am now about to confirm; 
uence my Will, and all the Faculties of my Soul, 
raly and fincerely to perform it. Let not the many 
grievous Sins that I have committed, deprive me 
noſe Aſſiſtances of thy Holy Spirit, which I now ex- 
to receive; but, on my true Repentance, let the 
ious Blood of my Saviour waſh away all my paſt Sins, 
grant that I may be enabled to mortify and ſubdue 
n for the Time to come. And, foraſmuch as with- 
thee I am not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy Holy 
it into my Heart, that by his holy Inſpiration " _- 
. in 
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think thoſe Things which are good, and by his mereify 
Guidance may perform the ſame, through 7e/us Chrij 
our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed Name and Wordy I continy 
to pray, ſaying, | | 

Our Father, c. 


A Prayer after Confirmation, which may be ſail 
while others are confirming, and may be addel 
to the Evening Prayer by the Party confirme, 


for thoſe freſh Supplies of Grace which thou hal 

n pleaſed to communicate to me, 
Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe comfortable Aſſurance 
thou haſt given me of thy Favour and Goodneſs towart 
me. Bleſſed be thy Name for that Privilege thou haſt ng 
beſtowed upon me of opproaching thy holy Table, a 
of ſtrengthening and refreſhing. my Saul = partakit 
there of the Body and Blood of Chri/.. | 


Bi SED and praiſed be thy holy Name, O Lord 
ee 


CH 


TT is 


Increaſe in me, O Lord, more and more, the Gifts TIC 
thy holy Spirit, that I may be wiſe for Eternity, a fre 
make it the chief Buſineſs of my Life to pleaſe the: With th 
all my Actions; that I may love and fear thee above ence 
Things; that I may be juſt and righteous in all my Dei &Q 
ings, and ready to communicate towards the Neceſiity ON 
of others: that I may keep a conſtant Watch over nMiriſti: 
ſelf, ſo as not to exceed the Bounds of Temperance ule holy 
Sobriety. ut th. 

Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt Nature may be dai 4 ; 
Tenewed and purified by thy Holy Spirit; that no Dad not 
or Perſecution may affright me from my Duty; tha God 
Pleaſure may make me careleſs and negligent in eaſing 
Performance of it; and that, under Afﬀictions n rn the 
grievous to Pleſh and Blood, I may be entirely refigne 
and ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure. Let thy H ited 
Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide and govern me through e of 
whole Courſe of my ſhort Life in this World, that In e ſuc 
nat fail to obtain eternal Life in the World to cal real] 
through 7e/us Chrift, our Lord, Amen. y d ; 
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CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE. 


rious in the Bu/ine/s of Religion, and who 


ge Gifts 

— a frequent the Church only in Compliance 

aſe the: ith the Faſhion of the World, and in Obe- 
"uy ence to an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, ſhould neg- 

Ne:eſi one of the greateſt Advantages of the 

over MHhriſtian Life, I mean the frequent receiving 


erance 


e holy Sacrament of Chriſi”s Body and Blood: 
ut that Chriſtians, otherwiſe very devout, 


mY d not lawfully hindered, who have the Fear 
y ; tha} God before their Eyes, and who aim at 
ent in eaſing Him in all their Actions, ſhould ever 
won: rn their Back upon his Hy Table, and when 
ay ited to communicate the meritorious Sacri- 
zrough e of the Death of Cbriſt, ſhould refuſe to 
18 5 e ſuch an eaſy Inſtance of a thankful Heart, 


TH Means 


TT is no Wonder that Men, who are not ſe- 


really Matter of Aſtoniſhment ; becauſe. 
do thereby neglect the moſt effectual 
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Means of growing in Grace, and over. lock 
the beſt Method of attaining what they molt 
ſincerely purpoſe and deſire. | 
I am apt, indeed, to think, that this their 
bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from the Want 


of a true Senſe of their Duty in this Particular, 


Their great Deſire to perform an acceptable 
Sacrifice to God, fills their Minds with liveh 
Apprehenſions of the great Danger of being 
unworthy Communicants ; to that they do 
not give themſelves Leiſure to attend to thoſe 
Conſiderations that enforce the Neceſſity ol 
the Duty; and therefore do not fufler their 
Thoughts to dwell upon the great Hazard 
they run, in neglecting to execute a plain 
Command of our Bleſſed Saviour; which i 
more dangerous to their Salvation than per- 
forming it after an imperfect Manner. "The 
Duty - Tn being indiſpenſable, the juſt 
Conſequence we ſhould draw from the Danger 
of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be the Ne. 
ceſſity of exciting ourſelyes to great Care and 
Diligence in preparing ourſelves for the duc 
Diſcharge of it; but never to delude ourſelves 
by falſe Reaſons into ſuch a Neglect as wil 
certainly increaſe our Guilt, and add to out 
Puniſhment, 
As for thoſe who never partake of the holy 
Communion during their whole Lives, fot 
fear leſt their Sins ſhould receive a freſh Ag: 
gravation by being committed after ſo ſolem 


an Obligation to be religious; it is plain the) 
rl 
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the CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE, 21 
run into a very great Error. For one main 
Reaſon why Sin becomes more heinous after 
epeated Obligations to the contrary, is, be- 
auſe it is committed with greater Delibera- 
jon, and againſt clearer Conviction : When 
herefore a Man, who believes Religion, and 
nderſtands the Obligations it lays upon him, 


icular, 


ptable pmits this Duty for no other Reaſon, but that 
lively e may ſin, as he thinks, with leſs Danger, 
being Wis Sins are then equally deliberate, and againſt 
ey do qually clear Conviction; and he moreover 


) thoſe 


dds to them a contemptuous Neglect of one 


lity ol f the beſt Means of becoming better. 

their In Order therefore to make this ſhort Diſ- 
Iazard ourſe more uſeful upon ſo important a Sub- 
plana, I mall reduce it to the following Me- 


uch is 
m per. 

The 
e juſt 
Danger 
e Ne. 
re and 
je due 
rlſelves 
as wil 
to Out 


hod : 


Firft, T ſhall inquire into thoſe Obligations 
bat lie upon all Chriſtians to receive the holy 
ommunion, and to frequent the Chriſtian Sacri- 
ce. 

Secondiy, I ſhall ſhew what Preparation is 
ceſſary to perform this Duty after an acceptable 
lanner. 

Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer ſome 
Hections againſt frequent Communion. ; 
Fourthly, 1 ſhall lay before you the great 


T hey wvantages of frequent Communion. 
q * Fiftkly, T ſhall ſhew the particular Care the 
lem urch of England has taken to prevent the 


n they obanation of the Lord's Supper. 


* Sixthiy, 


of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes from the Natur 


24 The OBLTOATIONs 75 
ancient Chriſtians, conſiſted of theſe three Part 
of hearing God's Word, of Prayers, and d 
eommemorating of Chriſt in the Euchariſt, 
The ſecond Argument for the Performance 


of the Duty itſelf. It is a Piece of Worſhy 
appropriated to the Chriſtian Religion, by 
which, in a peculiar Manner, we profeſs our, 
ſelves Followers of the Blefled Jeſus. Th 
Heathens and Mabometans offer up Prayers ani 
Praiſes to God, and by the Light of Natur 
apply themſelves to infinite Power for the Re 
lief of their Neceſhties, and return their Than he Ch 
toinfinite Goodneſs, as the Source from whence 
they receive all their Bleſſings. The Jeu. 
by ſlaying . Beaſts, and, by burning Incenſ: 
invocated God, and praiſed and bleſſed hin 
for thoſe Mercies of which they partook. But 
Chriſtians only ſet before God Bread and Wine 
in the Euchariſt, as Figures or Images ( th 
precious Blood of Chriſt ſhed fir us, and of bi 
precious Body; as it is expreſſed in the Clemens 


tine Liturgy. And therefore we cannot b 7; 
ſaid ſo properly to worſhip as Chriſtians, Mined 
when we join in thoſe ſacred Myſteries that 


Chriſt has made peculiar to his own Religion; 
And it cannot be imagined, that it ſhould be 
at our own Diſpoſal, whether we would per: 
form it or no, when it was ordained as the pe. 


culiar Service of Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh them led. 
from all other Worſhjppers of the Deity ; ani 
as the principal Ac whereby we partake d he 


tl | 
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continue to partake of the holy Sacrament, 


were liable to be ſeparated from the Commu. 


nion of Chriſtians, 
The third Argument for the frequent Per- 
formance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes from 


the great Benefits that are annexed to the wor- 
_ thy Participation of this holy Ordinance. By 


the Nature of our Circumſtances in this World, 
we are {urrounded with Variety of Tempta- 
tions, no Condition of Life being free from 
the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies. So that 
it but too frequently happens, that we become 
a Prey to their Attempts, and are prevailed 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Now when we 


are brought to a Senſe of our Follies, and our 


Souls are pierced with an unfeigned Sorrow 
for having committed them; what ſurer Me- 
thod have we to procure -our Pardon from 
God, than by /hewing forth the Lord's Death, 
by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion to the Fa- 
ther, that ſo he would for his Sake, according 
to the Tenor of his Covenant in him, be fa- 
vourable and propitious to us miſerable Sin- 
ners? We all know, by fatal Experience, 
how unable we are of ourſelves to do any 
thing that is good; but this heavenly Ban- 
quet is the Food and Nouriſhment of our 
Souls; it gives new Life and Vigour to our 
pious Reſolutions, and conveys Power and 


Strength to perform our Duty. We are con- 
vinced, that the Satisfactions of this Life can 


never complete our Happineſs : But this holy 
Sacra 
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Frequent COMMUNION. 27 
acrament inſpires a Hope to be made equal 
> Angels; and no leſs than the Kingdom of 
eaven is hereby made our Inheritance. So 
at a Man mult be very inſenſible of his own 
tereſt, that neglects one of the beſt Inſtru- 


vor- Wents of advancing his Spiritual Welfare ; 
By id what can the Concern of the whole World 
rid, Nomiſe us, compared to the Advantage of 
pta- Ich gracious Vouchſafements? Neither is it- 
rom obable, that a Man ſhould retain a very 
that Nateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupendous Bleflings 
ome Wrchaſed for us by the Death of Chrift, when 
alled Wt refuſes to give ſuch an eaſy Inſtance of a 


ankful Heart. If therefore we pay any Re- 
rd to the poſitive Command a, our Sa- 
dur; if we are concerned to proclaim to the 
orld, that we are really the Diſciples of 
us ; if we are ſollicitous about growing in 
ace, and deſire above all Things the Im- 
dyement of our Minds in all Chriſtian Vir- 


ding Hs, and breathe after a Life wichout Sorrow, 
e fa - without Sin; we muſt conſtantly attend 
Sin- holy Ordinance, from whence we may 
ence, ect the Pardon of our Sins, and all the 
» any er Benefits of CHriſt's Paſſion, 


nd when we are once convinced of thoſe 
ligations that enforce the Practice of this 
y, we mult take Care never to turn our 


and ks upon his holy Ordinance. The trueſt 
con- Jure of our Duty in this Particular, is to 
fe can Haken from thoſe Opportunities which the 
s holy Providence of God affords to us for this 


B 2 Purpoſe; 
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| Purpoſe ; there being no better Way of de. 
li termining the Frequency of our Obligation to {MW Head 
1 receive, than this of God's giving us the Op. Ithers, 
if portunity. According to this Rule the Pri. Ne m: 
| mitive Chriſtians practiſed; who never with. the L. 
Uh drew themſelves from the Lord's Supper, when MW The f 
nd it made a Part of the public Worſhip. And ter th 
| it is in the Communion of the Sacrament, as H in 
Thi it is in the Communion of Prayers, and other Y! 
1 Parts of public Worſhip, we are bound to /e + 
110 join in them when Opportunities offer for the 0711/11 
| 0 rforming them, and we are not otherwiſe De 
[| awfully hindred. Whoever therefore ſhall AU 
f neglect to communicate, and retires from the e, 1 
Holy Table when the heavenly Banquet is there Sacran 
prepared; either does not thoroughly under: Advan 
{tand his Duty in this Particular, or muſt be recei 
very defeCtive in the Performance of it. Fo er 
8 as the Exhortation before the Communion 
Fi ſuggeſts to us, Who would not think it a great Seco 
i Injury and Wrong done to him, if he had pre neceſſar 
| pared a rich Feaſt, and deck'd his Table with al anne) 
is kind of Proviſion, ſo that there lacked notbiu . Whe 
wm but the Gueſts to fit down : and yet that they whim 
bl were called, without any Cauſe ſhould moſt. u een Ec 
4j  ehankfully refuſe is come? And how can it bee eligic 
1. imagined, that a Man has a true Love for hi clves t 
5 Saviour, or a grateful Senſe of his Suffering hat the 
0 that ſhall refuſe to make a thankful Remem er 2 C 
iq brance of them, when our Saviour has con! hat th 
N manded it, and the Providence of God offen hoſe E 
[ him the Opportunity? I ſhall conclude tied at 
| Heu ink 
5 


5 
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ge. Frequent COMMUNION. 29 4 
on to Head with the Judgment of two eminent Fa- 1 
Op- chers, St. Cbryſaſtom and St. Ambroſe, whereby id (HY 
Pri. WI we may gueſs at the Senſe of the Greek and | 


with. the Lalin Church, in relation to this Practice. 
when The firſt, St. Chry/oftom, delivers himſelf at- 


* 

. 

3+ fm. "ge 
— 


14 
And ter this Manner; le bo does not allow him- 41 
it, as % F in the Practice of any known Sin, ought every 130 
other Dey 1s approach the Boly Table; but it is nat It 1 
1d to %e for him, who bas contracted a Habit of 1 
r the Sianing, and does not ſincerely repent thereof, to 4 
rwiſe communicate even upon the greateſt Fiftival, St. {i 
(hall 4:5 2/e gives us this Opinion, by Way of Ad- 9 
n the vice, in theſe Words, concerning the holy 1 


there Sacrament; Receive daily what will be of daily 


nder: Advantage do y.u: So live, that you may be fit 
iſt bel receive every Day; for he that is not fit to re- 

For, Nee every Day, is not fit to receive once a Tear. 
union 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Preparation is 


real 
> neceſſary to perform this Duty after an acceptable 


I pre. 


ith all anner. ; 4 
th When we ſpeak of Preparation for the holy 
y u Pacrament, we ſuppoſe the Candidates to have 


deen educated in the Belief of the Chriſtian 
Keligion, that they have taken upon them- 
clves the ſolemn Vow made at their Baptiſm, 
hat they are inſtructed in what is neceſſary 
or a Chriſtian to believe and practiſe, and 
hat they have in ſome Meaſure performed 


rings 
mem. 


com 
offenſe Engagements which they ſolemnly rati- 
e tied at their Confirmation. And therefore I 
Hei link it very adviſeable, before any one 
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30 The Nature of Preparation 


makes his firſt Communion, that he ſhoul! 


conſult the Prieſt of his Pariſh, that he my es hs 
be ſatisfied how far he has complied with thoſe Wa 
Obligations he has lain under to Faith and the D 
Obcdience, and may be farther examined a Bad 
to thoſe Qualifications that make a Man a ft =#þ 
Gueit at tae Lord's Table, And then the rel 5 F 
quifite Preparation will conſiſt in underſtand - ſhed 
ing what is the Nature and End of that holy Le 
Action, and in the actual Exerciſe of ſuch 1 
Chrittian Virtues of which they are ſuppoſed Des 
to have laid a Foundation in the forme 55 JE” 
. Courſe of their Lives. the I 
the e Part of Preparation conſiſts in the * 
forming G Ol ſelves carefully in the Nature an gs bo 
t.nd of this ſacred Inſtitution. Enquiring waa of chi. 
is meant by this holy Action, and to wha, .. 
Purpoſe this bleſſed Sacrament was ordained dear. 
Tais neceſſary Knowledge once attain*d, 1s 1 3 
ſtanding Qualification in all our future Com his Di 
munions; and therefore we ought to take the ſubſtit 
more Pains to ſettle right Notions in ou Blood 
Minds concerning this Matter; becauſe they 1 
will be ſerviceable to us in all the remaining Rite t 
Part of our Lives. In order to this Purpose ary” 
it will be neceſſary to read over the Hiſtory d and tc 
the Inſtitution of this Chrittian en 
Mat. xxvi. 17, 26. 2 
Mat. xiv. 12, 20. Sacrifice, as recorded by ti were! 
Luke xzii. 7, 19. Evangeliſts; and by St. Fa 5:1 of 
SR + '5n his Epiſtle to the Corinibian to Go 
who received what he ke in this Matter h reignt 


a divine Revelation. St. Matthew's Accoutt 


his ſac 
(l 


* 


or the Holy Communion. 3 
of it is this, That as our Saviour and his Diſ- 


ciples were eating the Paſſover, %% too 
Bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and rave it 10 


ſhoull 
S may 
1 thoſe 
h and 
ned az 
N a it 
the re. 
{tand.- 
it hoh 
{ ſuch 
ppoſed 
Ormet 


Body. And he took the Cup, and gave Thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it, 
fer this is my Blood of the Net Teſtament, which 
is ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. But 
I. ſay unto you, I will not arink henceforth cf 
this Fruit of the Vine, until that Day I drink it 
new with you in my Father's Ifinzdom, And 
when they had ſung an Hymn, they went out into 
the Mount of Olives. St. Mark makes the 
ſame Relation, and St. Late and St. Paul con- 
cur in the ſame Particulars, with the Addition 
of this poſitive Injunction; Do this in Remem- 
brance of me. From whuch Places it will ap- 
pear, that when our Saviour 7% Chriſt cele- 
brated the Fewi/h Sacrifice of the Paſſover with 
his Diſciples a little before his Sufferings, he 
ſubſtituted the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, m the 


in the 
Ye du 
” Wal 

what 
ained, 
1, 181 
Com- 
ke the 


n Out 


the Room of the Paſſover; and ordained it as a 
a Rite to invocate his Father by, inſtead of the 
ur Po manifold and bloody Sacrifices of the Law, 
a. and to be a Means of Supplication and Ad- 
4 re dreſs to God in the New "Teſtament, as they 
Y i were in the Old. To which End our Saviour 


Pau 
hin 
ter by 
Coun 

(l 


to God, as an Acknowledgment of his Sove- 
reignty, by taking the Bread and Wine into 
his facred Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 

B4 and 


the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, Mis is my] 


firſt offers up the Creatures of Bread and Wine 


N 


= The Nature of Preparation 

and giving Thanks, and then by bleſſing th; 
Elements, he makes them the Symbols of hy 
Body and Blood, and diſtributed them to hi 
Diſciples, to eat and drink them in Comme. 
moration of him. So that the Deſign of ini. 
tuting the Sacrament of the Lord's Suppe: 
was to conſtitute a Chriſtian Sacrifice, wherci 


when 
Fathe! 
his De 
Servic 
which 


morat 


God myſtically entertains Man at hi bo 
y & able, in Token of Amity and Fricndlli prope 
with him; which that he might do, the Brea ee 
and the Wine are offered to God to acknoy. pucd | 
ledge him Lord of the Creatures; and ac: OY 
cordingly in the ancient Church they wer 7 
laid on the holy Table by the Prieſt (as the — be 
are {till ordered to be done by the Rubrick i Name 
the Church of England) and tendered to Gol ers 0 
by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, we offer thy cu n 
_ out of what thou haſt buuntifully given us 2 1. 
which by Conſecration being made Symbok cr 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, we there 11... 
repreſent to God the Father the Paſſion of hi Winc 
Son, to the End that he may, for his Sake Of 1 
according to the Tenor of his Covenant a it figr 
him, be favourable and propitious to us, mi witho 
ſcrable Sinners. That as Chriſt erte but i 
continually for us in Heaven, by preſentin} and 
his Death and Satisfaction to his Father; i wy be 
the Church on Earth in like Manner mf Ae, 
approach the Throne of Grace, by repreſent that | 
ing Chri unto his Father in theſe holy My er 
ries of his Death and Paſſion. That whil as 
ona 


every Chriſtian does mentally and vocal 
| whe 
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for the Holy Communion. 33 


when he recommends his Prayers to God the 
Father through Jeſus Chriſt, making Mention of 
his Death and Satisfaction; that, in the public 
Service of the Church, is done by this Rite, 
which our Saviour commanded in Comme- 
moration of him, | | 

The Incenſe and Mincha, or the Offering 
propheſied of by Malachi, i. 11. whereby Gd 
Name was to be great among the Gentiles, is ap- 
plied by the primitive Fathers to this Chriſtian 


Sacrifice or ſolemn Worſhip in the Euchariſt, 


taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to his Diſciples, 
to be obſerved by all that ſhould believe in his 
Name. The Incenſe which denotes the Pray- 
ers of the Saints, repreſenting the fpiritual 
Part of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which 1s Pray- 
er, Thankſgiving, and Commemoration ; the 
Mincha or Offering repreſenting the material 
Part thereof, which is a Preſent of Bread and 
Wine; which may very well be called a Pure 
Ofering, not only in Reſpect of Chriſt, whom 
it ſignifies and repreſents, who is a Sacrifice 
without all Spot, Blemiſh, and Imperfection; 
but in Reſpe& of that Purity of Conſcience 
and Freedom from Malice, with which it was 
to be offered. For it is in that ſingular Pu- 
rity, that the Chriſtian Oblation difters from 
that of the Jews, who were not prohibited to 
offer Sacrifices and other Gifts, though they 
were at Enmity with one another. And it is rea- 
ſonable to think that the Ground for intro- 
B 5 ducing 
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34 The Nature of Preparation 
ducing the Kiſs of Charity in the Apoſtolica 
Times, was, that Chriſtians might exprej; 
their mutual Love and Freedom Pom Malice 
when they approached the Altar, 

The Ancients held the Oblation in the Eu. 
chariſt to be anſwerable in ſome Reſpects to 
the legal Sacrifices. They believed that our 
blefled Saviour ordained the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to 
God, inſtead of the manifold and bloody Sa- 
crifices of the Law. That the legal Sacrifices 
were Rites to invocate God by, and for prail- 

ing and bleſſing him for his 

chap, ill. 12. Mercies, is evident from Scrip- 
Ez. vi. 10 ture. Inſtead therefore of flay- 
. 27. ing Beaſts, and burning In- 
| cenfe, whereby they praiſed 
God, and called upon his Name under the 
Old Teſtament, our Saviour under the New 
appointed this Sacrament of Bread and Wine, 
as a Rite whereby to give Thanks and make 
Supplication to his Father in his Name. That 
as e legal Sacrifices were Types and Sha- 
dows of the great Sacnfice on-the Crofs, and 
had a Relation to Chriſt that was to come; ſo 


7 Sam. vii. 9. 


the Chriſtian Sacrifice of Bread and Wine 


looks back, and has a Relation to Cyriſt that 
was crucified, 
There was alſo among the Is an ancient 


Tradition, as has been obſerved by learned 
| Men, 


Men, [ 
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. or the Holy Communion. 35 
licat Men, [a] That in the Time of the Meſſias all Sa- 
J erifices ſhould ceaſe but that of Bread and Wine. 
* And this Oblation of the Bread and Wine is 
implied in St. Paul's Parallel of the Lord's 
Supper and the Sacrifices of the <a 
Gentiles : You cannot, ſays he, be e 
or i Partakers of the Table of the Lord, and the Ta- 
ble of Devils; becauſe they imply contrary Co- 
8 venants, incompatible one with the other. 
No here it is manifeſt, that the Table of De- 
vile is ſo called, becauſe it conſiſted of Meats - 
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his BY fei Theodorus Bibliander, lib. 2. de S. Trinitate. Erae 
TIP» apud wveteres Hebræos dogma receptiſſimum, in adrventu- 
lay- Meffie Benedicti ceſſatura e/je omnia legalia Sacrifieia; tan- 
In. tumque celebrandum Sacrificium Thoda, vox Hebræa fig- 
iſeg Gratiarum actionis, Laudis & Confei - nificat. Laudem- 
ne fronis; & illud peragendum pans & wino; vel gratiarum ac- 
the freuti Melehiſedec Rex Salem & Sacerdos o0em. 
Jew a alliſimi temporibus Abrabami panem & wvinum pro- 
tulit. | 
K The Truth of this farther appears, not only ſrom the 
a - Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by the learned Biſhop- 
hat Heoper, but from the Bere/chit Rabba, that is, the larger 
ha- Commentary of the Jews upon Geneſis, where R. Phine- 
and pas 15 quoted upon the xxviiith of Numbers, ſpeaking theſe 
| 6 Words. Tempore Meſſiæ omnia ſacrificia ceſſabunt, ſed ſa- 
h crificium panis & wini non ceſſabit, ficuti dictum et Gen. 
ine xiv. Et Melchiſedec Rex Salem protulit panem & vinum. 
that Et Blelchiſedecum Rex Maſfas excipiet à ceſſutione ſacrife- 
cierum, ficuti dicitur, Pſalm ex. Tu es Sacerdos in eaternum- 
ſecundum ordi nem Melchiſedec. 


1 
_— 
1 
1 


lent Rabbi Johai alſo upon the ſame Chapter of Numbers, 
ned ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe ; Tempore Me/ie onnia ſacri-- 
len, cia definent ; facrificium vero panis & ini nunguam ugſinet. 


Which he endeavours to confirm by ſeveral Texts of 


Scripture, i 
B 6 offered 


36 The Nature of Preparation 
offered to Devils, whereby thoſe that eat there. 
of eat of the Devil's Proviſion ; therefore the 
Table of the Lord is called his Table, not only 
becauſe he ordained it, but becauſe it conſiſted 
of Meats offered to.him. The Author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, St. Paul, inſinuates the 
lx; bo. lame Thing ; We have an Altar, 

faith he, whereof they have 10 
Right to eat which ſerve the Tabernacle. By 
which 1t 1s plain there was an Altar in the 
Chriſtian Church, beſides that in the Fewiþ 
Temple, and conſequently a Sacrifice, not 
only the ſpiritual One of Prayer and Thank(. 
giving, but the material One of Bread and 
Wine ſufficiently fignified by the Word Eat- 
ing. The firſt Chriſtian Writer after the A. 
Ps poſtles, St. Clement, in his Epiſtle 
l 1 to the Corinthians, uſes the Phraſe, 
Ed. Or. p. 9g, Offering the Gifts, for the Admini- 

ſtration of the Sacrament ; and 
that the ſucceeding Writers in the Chriſtian 
Church obſerved the ſame Style, is clearly 
proved by the learned and pious Mr. Mede in 
his Chriſtian Sacrifice. Hence we may obſerve, 
that the holy Sacrament conſiſts of two Parts, WM Supper 
the Earthly, which are the Elements of Bread cient ] 
and Wine; and the Heave:ly, which is the ¶ thoug 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt deſcending at the ſomet 
Time of Conſecration, and ſanctifying the ¶ he {pc 
Bread and Wine, and invigorating them with made 
the divine Virtue of Chriſts Body and Blood. Y, 
For though, as Thesdoret ſpeaks, The Symbols if 
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our Lord's Body and Blood, after the Prayer of 
Conſecration, are changed, and be- 

come other; yet they depart not 

rom their own Nature, for they remain in their 
ormer Eſſence, and F,gure, and Shape, and are 
viſible and ſenſible, ſuch as before they were. 
And the Prieſt that officiated m the ancient 
Church not only rehearſed the evangelical Hiſ- 
tory of the Inſtitution of this holy Sacrament, 
and pronounced theſe Words of our Saviour, 
This is my Body, This is my Blood; but he of- 
fered up a Prayer of Conſecration to God, be- 
ſeeching him That he would ſend down his holy 
Spirit upon the Bread and Wine preſented unto 
him on the Altar, and that he wweuld fo ſanttify 
them, that they might become the Body and Blood 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt : Not with Reſpect to 
the groſs Compages or Subſtance, but only as 
to the ſpiritual Energy and Virtue of his holy 
Fleſh and Blood, communicated to the blefled 
Elements by the Power and Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon them; whereby 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt is verily and indeed 
taken and received by the Faiti ful in the Lord's 
upper. This Prayer is found in all the an- 
cient Liturgies; and ſome learned Men have 
thought that St. Paul alluded to 
ſomething of this Nature, when 
he ſpeaks of the Offering of the Centiles being 
made acceptable by the Sanctiſication of the Hely 
Gf, there being no leſs than five /itzrg:ral 
| Words 


Rom. xv. 16. 
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learned Men. 


and that others take upon them to ſign and 
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Words in that Text, as has been obſerved wt fit fol 
his holy 

And as this Chriſtian Sacrifice was deſignedſſſÞ over of 
to render God propitious to us, by repreſent. er Lay. 
ing to him the Merits of our Saviour's Suſkr. eceived 
ings; ſo it was inſtituted to be a ſtanding A Apol 
nument of the infinite Love of our Saviour, in All be o 


dying for us; and by eating and drinking ers of 


God's Table, according to Chriſt's Appoint. refervec 
ment, to fix in our Souls the Memory of thok nd the 

invaluable Bleſſings he has purchaſed for us ion, WH 
and to communicate to all worthy Receivenſiſſ'"y Ca. 
the Benefit of his Sacrifice upon the Croſs; Now 


upon which Account it is called The Communiu e muſt 


of his Body and Blood, And it was moreover pf this 
ordained to be a Band of Union to knit Child an 
tians together in the ſame Fellowſhip and pread at 
Communion. Thus the infinite Love des; ar 
Chriſt appeared not only in giving himſelf t im, thi 
die for us, but in ſo far complying with the \nd ind 
Weakneſs of our Nature, as to inſtitute and ZEUTED' 
Exhortation before ®/ dain holy Myſter ies as P ledzes COA 
receiving the Sa- of hig Love, and for à continu cy 

Remembrance of his Death, to ou ellty ti 
great and endleſs Comfort. ther; | 
And ſince we live in an Age that is inclina WW of 
ble to make all the inherent Powers in the 118 Pt 
Prieſthood, to be the Effects of Prieſcreſ; I et 


s well 
ing tl 


ſeal Covenants in God's Name, who have re- 
onlecr; 


ceived no Commiſſion to that Purpoſe: It wil 
| be 


for the Holy Communion. 39 
de fit for any Man that prepares himſelf for 
his holy Ordinance, to conſider who has the 
Power of adminiſtring this holy Sacrament; whe- 
er Laymen, as well as Clergymen that have 
eccived their Commiſſion by Succeſſion from 
1e Apoſtles. This Conſideration, I am ſure, 
ill be of great Comfort to the faithful Mem- 
ders of the Church of England, which has 
point. Nreſerved the ancient Apoſtolical Government, 
thoß nd the primitive Orders in due Subordina- 
or 1; Jon, whereby they are ſecured of a right and 
ver ruly Canonical Miniſtry. 
Now to ſatisfy ourſelves in theſe Enquiries 


ed by 


ſignel 
reſent. 
zuſſer. 
g M. 
Ur, in 
ing at 


elvert 
* 

;rols , 
21411100 
cover 
Chril. 
and 


* 


#: 
If to 
1 the 


ff this Sacrament, it was celebrated by our 
ord and Maſter Jeſus Chri/t : He bleſſed the 
Bread and Wine, and gave both to his Diſci- 
les; and he himſelf was, as the Apgle calls 
im, the High Prieff over the Houſe of God. 
and indeed, the Deſign of the Epiſtle to the 
{ebrews ſeems to be to ſhew us the Difference 


, 

150 between the two Covenants, the Nature of the 

intel and ue Prieſthood, what Ne- 

9 eſſity there was of a Change from one to the 
ther ; that the Evangelical was after the Or- 

Jing. Der of Melchiſedec; that our Saviour was the 


the Priæſt of that Order; and that this Honour 
WA © took not to himſelf, but was called of God to it 
s well as Aaron was to his. This Sacrament. 
eing thus inſtituted, and the Elements being 
will enſccrated by a Prieſt at the firſt CEE 
be 8 


* 


ve muſt obſerve, that, in the firſt Inſtitution 
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of it; the Apoſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter, 
Inſtitution, being commanded to do the an 
in Remembrance of him; they conſecrated the 
Elements, and gave them to the People, x 
he before did to them ; and the ſame did th 
Biſhops, their Succeſſors after them, and tho 
that they appointed. And this was ſo con 
ſtantly and univerſally practiſed in thoſe earh 
Times, that one Inſtance is not to be brought 
to the contrary. "> 

Beſides, the very Nature of a Sacrament re. 
quires commiſſioned Officers for the Adminil, 
trations of it. For Sacraments being Seals d 
the Covenant of Grace, of that Covenant be. 
tween God and Man, which our Saviour pur. 


admitted 
urch 

eacher: 
rere th 
low wh 
nd of t 
ing Orc 
o ECXer 
equal R 
aflerting 
eign M 
hat the 
the Sac 


auſe tl 
ſovereig 


chaſed for us, and confirmed with his Blood: But 

Who can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſuch en! tl 
are impowered by God to tranſact with us in onfute 
his Name; on our Part, to offer up ou rafts 3, © 
Prayers and Supplications to him; and on his antial 
to bleſs us, to abſolve us from our Sins upon and Sc 
Repentance, and to ſcal the Pardon of them, the Cor 
by admitting us to partake of theſe holy M). _ 

/ 4 


ſteries? 
To this End the Apoſtles were careful in Biſhop. 
providing good Men to ſucceed them in ther 
Miniſtry; St. Paul was earneft with Titus to proper 
erdain Elders in every City, and with Timsth, Fheir 
to lay Hands ſuddenly en no Man; and in hi con fine 
Epiſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that nicely 1 . 
too, the Qualifications of thoſe that were to be - ip 
| admitted Wye, 


for the Holy Communion. 4 


Jaſten admitted to Eccleſiaſtical Orders. In the 
be ſan hurch of Corinth there were Prophets and 
ted teachers, Helpers and Governours, which 
ple, Mere their Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 
did How what Need was there of this Diſtinction, 
d thoſ nd of this great Care and Caution in confer- 
o co ing Orders, if they had no particular Powers 
e cali exerciſe, and that every Layman had an 


equal Right to diſpenſe them? Our Church, in 


rou 
85 aflerting the Supremacy of Sove- 


Art. XXXVII. 


ent eigen Magiſtrates, bas declared: 

Iminihat the Miniſtring either of God's Word, or of 
eals Me Sacraments, is not ey to Princes, be- 
nt be eauſe they are not inveſted with, nor have a 
r pur. overeign Diſpoſal of, the Power of Orders. 
Mood: But the Practice of the Chriſtian Church 
ich from the Beginning of Chriſtianity ſufficiently 


onfutes the Reaſonings of Dei and E thu 
zaſts; and Matter of Fact is too ſolid and ſub- 
itantial an Argument to be confuted by urt 
and Sophiſtry. St. Clement, in his Epiltle to 
the Corinthians, tells us, when the 8 5 
Apoſtles planted Churches, they 
made the Firſt Fruits of theſe they converted 
ful in Biſhops and Deacons over thoſe that ſhould after- 
their warde believe. And that as the Prieſts have the 
„ to Proper Services appointed them, appertaining to 
1th their Miniſtries ; ſo the Layman is 
in hs confined within the Bounds of what 
nicer” £11manded to Laymen. And in another Place 
tobe he ſpeaks to this Purpoſe, Al thoſe Duties 
nittel H ich the Lord hath commanded us to do, we 

ought 


us in 
P our 
Mn his, 
upon 
them 


y My: 


Page 87. 
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ought to do them regularly and 


2 derly ; our Oblations and divine $, 
vices to celebrate them on ſet and appointed Jim 


nanding 
| hemſelve 
be Lord 


Cap. 40. 


Lor fo hath he ordained ; not that wwe ſhould | nd p | 

_ them at hap-hazard, and without Order, but i 2 

certain determinate Days and Times: where (| * 1 
their 


and by whom he will have them executed, hin 
' felf hath defined according to his ſupreme I 
St. Ignatius, who was Diſciple to St. Fol 
and Biſhop of Antioch, in his Epiſtle to th 
 OAYrnenns, p. 6. is more expreſs to this Pu 
pole. Let no Man do any Thing, ſays he, 
_ <vbat belongs io the Church, without the Biſu 
Let that Euchariſt be eſteemed firm and vali 
which is either adminiſtred by the Biſhop, or h 
him whom he authorizes : Whereſoever the Ii 
ſhop fhall appear, there the People ought | 
e; es where Jeſus Chriſt is, there is the Cath 
lic Church. It is not lawful without the Biſhiy 
either to baptize or to celebrate the holy Comm 
nion; for whatſoever he ſhall approve, that ui 
be acceptable to God, to the End that whatfoeut 
is done may be regular and of Force. And Tr 
rullian teſtifies of the Chriſtians of his Time 
De Cor. Mi. Thatastheydidreceivethe Sacramen 
eap. 3- Nee de of the Euchariſt in their Meeting 
po ng Nan before Day, ſo it was only from tit 
dentium. Hands of their Biſhops. 

I would only deſire thoſe that are too apt to 
attack the Chriſtian Prieſts, as the rebelliou 
Princes did Moſes and Aaron, by infinuating 
that they take too much upon them; and by de 

| manding, 
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nanding, wherefore they Ift up _ 


themſelves above the Congregation of 
be Lord © to be mindful of their Puniſhment, 


aud! 
vine 5 


4 Tims 


umb. xvi. 3» 


50% d to conſider how ſeverely God revenged 
- but beir Inſolence, in cauſing the Earth to open 
ere oer Mouth, and to ſwallow up them and all 
4, hin their Adherents. 

ne % The /econd Part of Preparation conſiſts in 


hoſe pious Diſpoſition of Mind, which quality 
us to, receive this Sacrament after a worthy 
Manner, and make u fit Gueſts at the Lord's 


* John 
to th 
1s Pu 


he, able. And there e when we plead the 
Bin erit of Chrif”s Das and Paſſion before God 
he Father in his n Sacrifice, it ought 
„ eo be accompanies moſt thankful Ac- 
the Mvoroledgment ol! hleſſings our Sa- 
81 f 10ur has purchaſe lor us by his Sufferings, 
Cath and with a public proc ming to all the 
Biſh Yorld, the great Senſe we iave of ſuch in- 


aluable Kindneſs. With a hear Repertance 


. 
Oi je . . 
or all the Sins we have been guilty of in 


at will... | 
2 hought, Word, and Deed; for this was the 
47nd of his Death, to reconcile us to God, by 
Time ning ts from our Iniquities. 1 


ene With firm Reſolutions of better 
Obedience; for he gave himſelf for us, fo pa- 
riſy to himſelf a peculiar Perple Ii f., 
z:alous of good Works, With an 
apt ure Refs nation of our Souls and Bodies to be 
lou regſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto him; 
ating er he has the juſteſt Claim to us, 
oy de becauſe he purchaſed us at the 5 
ding, Price 


ſceling 
"0111 tit 


1 Pet. i. 19. 
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Price of his own Blo:d. With a conflant E 
deavour to make ſome Proficiency in all the 
Virtues of the Chriſtian Lite ; becauſe he hy 
obtained for us, by the Merits of Jus Suffering 
the Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spit 
to work in us both 2% will an 
do of ki: good Pleaſure, With! 
Readineſs of Mind to be reconciled to all thok 
that have oftended us; becauſe when que wer 
Enemies, we were reconciled to Gl 
by the Death of his Son. Wit 
hearty and ſincere Love and Charity to our Be. 
thren, contributing all we can to the Relief d 
Chriſt's poor diſtreſſed Members, by Reaſon lt 
was fo liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for us 
Laſtly, with the Purity of our Intention, fin 
cerely aiming at and deſigning to anſwer al 
thoſe Ends and Purpoſes for which this hoh 


Phil, ii. 12. 


Rom. v. 10. 


Sacrament was ordained; and not merely to 


comply with Cuſtom, and to qualify ourſelya 
for a profitable Employment, 


But then it muſt be noted, that all thel: 
Qualifications are the ſame that we are obliged 
to acquire by our Baptiſmal Vow, and are re. 
ceſſary in the Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and 
in the Uſe of all other Means of Grace. For 
except we confeſs our Sins with an humble, 
penitent, and obedient Heart, and are ready to 
forgive thoſe that have offended us, and ak 
with Faith, even our Prayers and Praiſes wil 
find no Acceptance at the Throne of Grace. 
Indeed Charity and Gord [ill towards all Men, 
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as always thought ſo neceflary a Qualiſi- 
ation, for the Celebration of this Chriſtian 
acrifice, that in the ancient Church, at the 
ry Entrance thereunto, the Deacon was wont 


ant Ex 
all the 
he ha 


cri proclaim, Let no Man have aught a- 

/ Spir inſt his Brother : And this Practice was 

and N unded upon our Saviour's Ordinance, in his 

With vine Sermon upon the Mount, 

1 those . . Matt. v. 23, 24. 
ll hou bringeſt thy Gift to the 

& WEN 


lar, and there remembereſt that. thy: Brother 
ath aught againſt thee, leave there thy Gift before 
be Altar, and go thy Wey, firft be reconciled to 
by Brother, and then come and. offer thy Gift, 
Vhich Scripture, in the Senſe of the Primi- 
we Church, was taken to be an Evangelical 


70 Gul 

Witt 
r Bre. 
lief d 
{on he 


or uliWonſtitution, implied by Way of Anticipation. 

, ſi. at our Saviour would leave fome Rite to the 

ver BW hurch, inſtead and after the Manner of the 

s no\lW:crifices of the Law, which ſhould begin with 

1 n Oblation, as they did; and that, to require 
ely 


his proper and peculiar Qualification in the 


thek ith bis Brother; inſomuch that Jrenæus ſeems. 
lige place that Purity of the Evan- |. 
fe „ clical Oblation, propheſied of by *-* © 
2, an 


Malachi, principally in this Re- 


» FolWuigte. And beſides this, te | 
mble, nly Duty the Scripture ſeems to make pecu- 
"al ar to the Receiving the holy Sacrament, is 
d a 


elf. Examination. This is St. Paul's Di- 
ection, Let a Men examine him- 


V and ſo let him. eat of that 


8 wil 
race. 
Men, 


Wo 


1 Cor. xi. 28. 


Bread 


fferer, ts be at Peace and. without Enmity 
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Bread and drink of that Cup; which, if takeninWnger an 
the largeſt Senſe, for ſearching into the State dy and P 
of our Souls in order to know how far we be. Imbrance 


lieve and practiſe what is required of us, and Mhimſcli, / 


to amend for the future what has been amiſs in Wreover o 
our paſt Conduct, is certainly obliging at other re preſer 
Times, as well as before the Sacrament ; and Ihe fame 
it is impoſſible a Chriſtian ſhould govern hiz Nat the Es 
Life with that neceſſary Care and Watchfulneſß WM the Del 
that is required, without practiſing of it very ie Abuſ, 
frequently. And yet, I believe, if the Senſe of ¶ ting the 
St. Paul be impartially weighed in that Matter, Wit interp 


it, if w 
he Subj 
Co inthi 
into in 
Cbriſt's 
ir exam 
uſting t 
d to fin 
e menti 
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at that 
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at Was 


it will appear, that the Examination he recom- 
mends, is not that of our State and Condition 
towards God, and of our Duty in general; 
but an Examination of our Manner of eating the 
Lord's Supper by Chriſt's In/titution of it, to ſee 
whether our Behaviour comports with the 
Rules of the Inſtitution, and with the End for 
which it was inſtituted. For to remedy the 
Diſorders that were in the Church of Corinth, 
in the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper; 
he ſets before them Chriſt's Inſtitution of the 
holy Sacrament, that they might acquaint 
themſelves with the Manner and End propoſed 


in the partaking of it; ſo that by that, every their « 
one might examine his Comportment therein, of the 
whether conformable to that Inſtitution, and Drink 
ſuited to that End. In the Account St. Paul Hout a 
gives of Chris Inſtitution, he remarks, that that he 
Eating and Drinking in the Sacrament, was had 


no Part of common Eating and Drinking for ng an 
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nger and Thirſt, but to repreſent CH 
dy and Blood, to be eaten and drank in Re. 
mbranceof him, or, as the Apoſtle expounds 
imſelf, to ſhew forth the Lord's Death. He 
reover obſerves, that this was done by all who 
re preſent, united together in one Company 
he fame Time. All which put together ſhews 
at the Examination here propoſed relates to; 
the Deſign of the Apoſtle being to reform 
fe Abuſes he found fault with in their cele- 


ſt interpret the Directions he gives concern- 
it, if we will ſuppoſe he talked pertinently 
he Subject in Hand; which was to reduce 
Co intbians from the Irregularities they were 
into in this Matter. And if the Account 
Chriſt's Inſtitution be not brought in for 
ir examining their Carriage by it, and their 
uſting their Comportment to it, it will be 
d to find a Reaſon for what Purpoſe it is 
e mentioned. 
rom whence we may, therefore, gather 
at that unworthy Receiving was, which 1s 
demned in the C:rinthians by St. Paul, and 


their diſorderly and irreverent Participa- 
of the Lord's Supper ; it was their Eating 
| Drinking after an unworthy Manner, 
hout a due Regard to the Manner and End 
that holy Inſtitution ; without a due Re- 
had to the Lord's Body, in a diſcrimi- 


ing and purely Sacramental Uſe of the 
Bread 


ting the Lord's Supper, it is by that alone we 


at was the Puniſhment annexed to it: It 
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Bread and Wine that repreſented it. It being 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtians in the Apoſto. 
lical Times to receive the Holy Euchariſt after 
their Feaſts of Charity, wherein the Rich and 
Poor were wont to eat together with 

Sobriety and 'Temperance ; in the. Church d 
Corinth this Method was not obſerved ; the 
Poor were not admitted to this common 
Feaſt ; for in eating every one tcok before euch 
other his own Supper; ſo that when ſom 
wanted, others were guilty of ſcandalous Ex 
cels, and groſs Intemperance : And the Effet 
of it was, They did not. diſcern the Lord's Bic 
They made no Difference between the 83 
crament and a common Meal; between whit 
Was to ſuſtain their Bodies, and what was tt 
nouriſh their Souls. So that to eat the Breal 
and drink of the Cup, in the holy Sacrament 
without a due and direct Diſcrimination had 
to the Lord's Body, by ſeparating the Bread 
and Wine from the common Uſe, of eating 
and drinking for Hunger and "Thirſt, was to 
eat unzuorthily. The Puniſhment annexed to 
theſe Miſcarriages, were Infirmities, Sicknel, 
and temporal Death, with which God cor 
rected them, that they might not be condemnei 
with the unbelieving World. By which it ay 
pears, that temporal Judgments muſt be us 
derſtood by the Word our Tranſlators rende 
Damnation. Though if the temporal Judg: 
ments had not produced Amendment and Re 
— ſuch. a Contempt of holy Thing 
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being might have made them obnoxious to the eter- 
polo. nal Judgment of God. | 


h andM:heſe Puniſhments, that the Examination St. 


ch oof the Sacrament ; for if the Unworthineſs 
here ſpoken of, was either Unbelief, or any 
of thoſe Sins which are uſually made the Mat. 
er of Examination, it 1s to be preſumed the 
Apoſtle would not wholly have paſſed them 
wer in Silence: This at leaſt is certain, that 
he Puniſhment of theſe Sins is infinitely 
greater than that which God here inflicts on 
unworthy Receivers, - whether they who are 
guilty of them receive the Sacrament or no. 
That, then, which makes a Man abſolutely 
nfit to receive the holy Sacrament, beſides 


men-norance of the Meaning of that holy Inſtitu- 
n haion, is the living in the conſtant habitual 
BrealfWPractice of any known Sin without Repent- 


ance, Such a Man's Approach to the holy 
Table would be a Mocking of God, and a 


cd great Contempt of his Authority; and though 
Knete ancient Diſcipline of the Church is at a: 
cor Ebb among: us, yet there is ſtill Power 
mned o debar ſuch ſcandalous and open Sinners the 
ic 01-ommunion, and a particular „ XVI. 


8 . XXVI. 
Order to Parochial Miniſters 


ot to admit ſuch. But then it ought to be 
Judg bſerved, that this impenitent State makes our 
"Y rayers alſo an Abomination to the Lord 
| Ing 


ng gor to profeſs ourſelves ſorry for our Sins, and 
ney C reſolved 


after Now it appears farther, by the Nature of 


Paul recommends, referred to the Inſtitution 
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58 The Nature of Preparation 
rTefolvee to forſake them; when: we have 50 
Senſe of the one, nor are determined to do the 
other; is the greateſt Affront imaginable to ou 
Maker; by ſuppoſing that either he does not 
know our Hearts, or that he will be pleaſed 
When we draw near to him with our Lip, 
though our Hearts are far from him. 

There is a Caſe, indeed, 8 I think, 
a Man may be ſuppoſed grni/zed to attend th 
c Prayers of the Church, and yet that i 
may be fit for him to abt ain from apprvachin 
the Aar; which is, when a Man firſt riſes by 
2 Repentance from a deplorable Fall 1 

e 'prievors Sin; the firſt Scene of his pe 

tential Sorrows ſhould paſs in the Exerciſe: # 
Mortification and Self-demal, and ſome Time 
may be neceſſary to prove the Sincerity of li 
Return to his Duty. And this is-agreeable to 
the Diſciphine of the Church in the primitit 
Times, when whoever was found guilty of any 
Teandalous Fault, was, according to the Natur 
of the Offence, debarred the Communion: 
thorter or a longer Time; fo that it will vey 
well become the Modeſty of a Penitent, i 
theſe loofe Times, wherem the Chriſtian Dj 
ripline is relaxed, to exereiſe it upon himſelf; 1 
being reaſonable; that the Senfe of any heinon 
Crime lately committed ſhould fo far humbt 
and mortify us, as to make us ready and wh 
ling to impoſe this Penance upon ourſetves; ? 
thinking ourſelves for ſome Lime unworthy! 
participate in the higheſt and moſt ſolemn At 
-of Religion. j 
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In ſhort, the beſt Preparation for tlie Sacra- 
ment is a conſtant Endeavour to live, as be- 
comes that holy Religion we profeſs. For 
they who really believe the Chriſtian Religion, 
and ſincerely govern their Lives by the Doc- 
trines aud Precepts of the Goſpel of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus, have all that ſubſtantial Preparation that 
qualifies them to partake in this holy Ordi- 
nance, and'ought to receive at any Time when 
there is an Opportunity, though they were not 
before-hand-acquainted with.it. Indeed, when 
they have a Foreſight of their communicating, 
it is very adviſeable they thould trim their 
Lamps, examine the State of their Minds, 
renew their Repentance, exerciſe their Charity, 
enlarge their Devotions, ſpiritualize their Af- 
fections; and, in order to this, ſhould retire 
from Buſineſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na- 
ture of their Circumſtances will admit; that by 
Prayer, Faſting, and Alms-deeds, their Minds 
may be raiſed to reliſh ſpiritual Enjoyments. 
But ſtill great Care muſt be taken, that when 
a Man is habitually prepared, he do not impoſe 
upon himſelf ſo much actual Preparation, as 
ſhall make him loſe an Opportunity of receiv- 
ing the holy Sacrament, when he has not had 
Time to go through with that Method he has 


elf; 


emom | 
umb preſcribed to himſelf. | 75 
d will 7-irdty, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer ſome 


Objefions againſt frequent Cimmunion. 

Ohject. I. The „rt utual Obyection Men 

make, is, that they are untuorthhy to regeive the 
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52 + Objeftions againſt 


holy Sacrament, and conſequently if they approach 
God's Table they ſhall eat and drink Damnation 


to themſelves. 


Anfo. If this Objection is made by. ſuch 
who live in a Courſe of Wickednels, it is cer. 
tain, as long as they reſolve to continue ſuch, 


they are very unfit to approach theſe holy My. 
ſteries ; while they are at open Defiance with 
God Almighty, break all his Laws, and 
_refuſe all Offers of Reconciliation, they ought 
not to be admitted as Gueſts at God's holy Ta. 


ble; and if the Diſcipline of the Church were 


reſtored, which is founded upon the Laws of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and ſufficiently ex. 


lained to us by primitive Practice, ſuch re- 
fractory Sinners ſhould be excommunicated 
and thrown out of the Community of Chriſ. 
tians, and not to be re-admitted till they had 
given public Teſtimonies of their Sorrow and 
Repentance. But all Men eaſily ſee the Va- 
nity of this Excuſe, becauſe one Fault can 

never juſtify the Commiſſion of another. 
But if this Objection is made by devout 
People, to excuſe. their not frequenting the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, they muſt conſider that 
this Argument, puſhed home, ought to hinder 
them from ever communicating. . For if Men 
take the Word Unworthy in a ſtrict Senſe, for 
ſuch Perſons as no Way deſerve thoſe great 
Benefits that are offered and conferred in the 
holy Sacrament, no: Man ſhould ever receive 
at all, becauſe no May deſerves any 9 
5 ; od! 
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frequent Communion anſwered. 53 
God's Hands, much leſs thoſe irivaluable 
Bleſſings purchaſed for us by Chri/”s Death; 
and yet they that make the Objection do ven- 
ture, at ſome great Solemnities, to approach 
theſe holy Myſteries; which makes it wonder- 
ful how they can reconcile this their Notion of 
Unworthineſs, with their Practice of receiving 
at ſuch Seaſons; or elſe they muſt have at 
thoſe Times a better Opinion of themſelyes 
than is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Humility. But 
there is a great Difference to be made between 
deſerving that Favour, and receiving that Fa- 
vour after a worthy and fit Manner. We may 
have no Merit to procure us ſuch Benefits as 
may be conferred upon us; and yet if we re- 
ceive them with a great Senſe of Gratitude, 
acknowledging the Bounty of the Giver; with 
a great Senle of our own Demerit, owning they 
are infinitely above our Deſerts; with Care and 
Diligence to receive them in the Way and Man- 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolutions of mak- 
ing the beſt Returns we are capable of; we 
may be truly ſaid to receive ſuch Favours after 
a worthy Manner, though we are never ſo un- 
worthy of the Benefits themſelves. | 
The Unworthy Eating and Drinking, con- 
demned by St. Paul in the Corin- 1 
thians, has been already explained ,. 
with the Puniſhment annexed to it, which 
will certainly, if ſeriouſly conſidered, abate 
thofe Fears which but too often poſſeſs devout 
Souls; and, if they are in earneſt; will be able 
C 3 to 
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to turn their Fears quite on the contrary Side, 

and make them apprehenſive of provoking 

God, by neglecting a pate Command of our 

Saviour's, by him laid upon all Chriſtians, 
Id is not to be ſuppoſed, that we muſt be 

rerfed and ſtrong grown Chriſtians before we 


. partake of theſe Divine Myſteries ; it is enough 


we ſincerely deſire to be ſuch, and if fo, we 
ſhall find the frequent Uſe of the Holy Commu 
mon to be the moſt effectual Means to that 
Purpoſe. We are here in a Vale of Tears; 

where ſhould we ſeck for Comfort, but from 
the Source of all Joy and Satisfaction? We are 


ſurrounded with a Multitude of Jemptations; 
where ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt them, 


but in this Divine Armoury ? We are loaded 
with many Imperfections, and ſometimes, by 
Negligence or Surprize, fall a Prey to the 
Tempter ; what ſo proper to waſh away our 
Stain, as that precious ineſtimable Blood, which 
was ſhed to that very End and Purpoſe ? 80 
that the very Senſe of our Unworthineſs, if 
rightly applied, ſhould quicken our Zeal in 
approaching frequently, that we might become 
better. 

Ol ject. II. Some object, That the frequent 
Uſe of the holy Sacrament may be apt to abatt 
and dimi-iſh that Reverence and Raped which 
Men orght to hace for it. 

 Asf. This Objection is founded upon the 
Experience Men have, that their Familiarity 
nad intimate Converſe with Men and Thing 
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in this World, is apt to diminiſh; their Value 
and Reſpect for them; not conſidering that 


it is quite the contrary in ſpiritual Things, the 
frequent Uſe whereot is the likelieſt Means to 


encreaſe our Veneration and Reſpect towards 
them. An uninterrupted Enjoyment of the 
good Things 


us they do not adminiſter that Happineſs 
which they promiſe; but the more we employ 
ourſelves in ſpiritual Exerciſes, we find they 
produce a Satisfaction that rifes above what 
we expected, or worldly Men can imagine. 
The better we know Men, the more we diſco- 
ver their Frailties and Imperfections; at a Diſ- 
tance we ſee only the Brightneſs of their good 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence ac- 
quaints us with their Failings ; and therefore 
our Familiarity with the beſt of Men may be 
apt to abate that Reſpect we paid them at a 
Diſtance, by Reaſon of that Mixture of Frailty 
which accompanies their greateſt Virtues. But 
the oftner we converſe with God in his holy 
Ordinances, the more we ſhall admire his Di- 
vine Perfections, and the more we ſhall be dif- 
poled to conform ourſelves to his Likeneſs : 
For an Object of. infinite Perfection in itſelf, 
and of infinite Goodneſs to us, will always 
raiſe our Admiration, and heighten our Re- 
ſpect and Eſteem the more we contemplate 
it: It being the Diſcovery of ſome Imper- 
tion, or ſome Flaw, where we thought there 

ö C 4 | was 
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of this World may very well 
jeſlen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it convinces. 


35 . Objeftions againſt 
was none, that leſſens our Eſteem, and pro. 
vokes our Contempt. „ 
Ozyed. III. Others pretend, That the Ci 
zom of frequent Communion diminiſhes the Proji 
and Advantage that is to be reaped from thai 
Divine Inflitution: | 
Aꝛſio. This Objection is founded upon the 
bags; Temper of moſt Men, who are apt 
to put the greateſt Value upon Things that are 
rare and uncommon, and to neglect, or at 
leaſt to perform Actions of the greateſt Con. 
ſequence, after a flight and careleſs Manner, 
when they frequently occur. But if the Fear 
of falling into this Weakneſs were a ſufficient 
Reaſon to abſtain from frequent Communion, 
it would hold with as much Force againſt fre. 
quent Prayer, which the Precepts of the Goſ. 
| make neceſſary; and therefore as in pray. 
ing often we at length learn to pray well, ſo 
in frequently receiving the holy Sacrament, 
that Fervot and Appetite ſenſibly increaſes, 
which is ſo neceſſary to make us receive with 
Advantage. If People reap no Profit from 
their frequent Communions, the Fault muſt 
be laid upon the Negligence of their Lives, 
and upon the light Care they take in the Ex. 
amination of their Conſciences ; and if upon a 
ſtrict Inquiry they find any ſecret” Sin unre- 
pented of, any habitual Neglect of their Duty, 
this great Bar to the Influence of Grace mult 
be removed. And if, after that, they {ti 
make the lame Complaint, they muſt compel 
tity wha 
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whit they mean by Unprofitableneſs; for it is 
certain, if we bring a right Temper of Mind, 
the Body and Blood of Chri/ in the Sacrament 
is of great Profit and Advantage to us. If we 
are penitent, it ſealsto us the Pardon of our Sins; 
if we are ſincere, it fortifies our Reſolutions; if 
we believe, it ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we 
are real and in earneſt, it inflames our Charity; 
but if we think it muſt cure us of all thoſe Im- 
perfections which are inſeparable from the 
Frailty of our Nature, we deceive ourſelves. 
The beſt of Chriftians groan under the Per- 
verſeneſs and Impotence of corrupt Nature. 
Or if we expect always thoſe heavenly Joys and 
Raptures, which God is pleaſed ſometimes to 
communicate to his faithful and devout Ser- 
vants, we are too preſumptuous; God may deny 
us thoſe Fore- taſtes of Bliſs, to keep us humble, 


and to quicken our Induſtry to attain them; 


and if God does not communicate himſelf to 
us after that Way and Manner our ſhallow 
Reaſon thinks moſt defirable, it does not be- 
come us to lay any Blame upon this Divine 
Ordinance ;. which is certainly in itſelf the 
moſt efficacious Means to make us juſt and 
charitable, pious and devout. And they that 
owe their Ardours at the Altar to their ſeldom. 


approaching the holy Table, have too much 
Reaſon to conclude they are more affected 


from the Rarity and Unuſualneſs of the Action, 
than from the Divine Virtue that flows from it; 
like thoſe that converſe ſeldom with Men” of 
C5 great 
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great Quality and Tittle; the 1 feel of 
their Greatneſs proceeds more from their not 
being uſed to frequent their Company, than 
from the Opinion of their true Worth and 


Dignity. So that theſe People ſeem rather to 


be under the Power of Nature than the Influ. 
ences of Grace. „ 


| I am ſure Experience will inform us, that 


the devouteſt Ages of the Church were thoſe 
 wherem the Practice of frequent Communion 


moſt prevailed. Never was there ſo much Fer- 
vor and Strictneſs of Piety, as when the Faith. 
tul met daily at the Lord's Table. And in the 
Aecounts we have of the greateſt Saints, never 
any one excelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 
Lite, but what diſtinguiſhed himſelf by fre. 
quently nouriſhing his Soul with this heavenly 
Banquet. 9 
Nay, [ dare appeal to thoſe holy Souls who 
live under a ſtrict Senſe of their Duty in this 
particular, and embrace all Opportunities which 
the Providence of God offers them to comme: 
morate the ineffable Love of their dying Re- 
deemer; whether they do not find themſelves 
more determined to be juſt in all their Dealings, 
and readier to relieve the Neceſſities of the 
Poor; whether their Affections to the World 
do not loſe Ground, and their Deſires towards 
Heaven do not grow more intenſe and vigo- 
rous; whether their Paſſions are not more calm, 
and their Patience and Submiſſion to the Wil 
of God more evident and conſpicuous; "I 
5 ther 


ſor it. ” 
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ther they are not ſenſible of lefs Fondnefs for 
Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for Trifles, lefs Deſires of 
Glory, leſs Eagerneſs for Profit, and Iefs Con- 
cern for whatever the World moſt eſteems? 
Object. IV. It is farther objected, That 
Men of great Bufeneſs, either in public or private 
Affairs, may feſtiy be xn ge he Com- 
munion, becauſe they have not Lei 
Anſw, Any Buſineſs, though lawful in jts- 
own Nature, yet if proſecuted tofoch a Degree 
as to take Men off from the Care of their Souls, 
ought to be laid aſide; becauſe the Salvation. 
of our Souls is of much greater Conſequence 
than any Affair that relates to this World; and 
wiſe: Men proportion their Care of a Thing 
according to its Worth; they do not ſpend 
their Time upon Trifles, and neglect what 
may be of the greateſt Conſrquence. I ſup- 
pole they who make this Objection deſign to 
be ſayed;, and therefore muſt own thit their 
Souls are of greater Worth than their Bodics, 
and that they muſt certainly find a Time to. 
die, however careleſs and negligent tiiey may 
be in making a due Preparation for it. But, 
beſides; tlie Care of our temporal Coriterns,, 
and our Duty to God, are very conſiſtent; A. 
great deal of Buſmeſs and the Duties of Re- 
ligion may ſtand together, provided we go- 
vern our Affairs by Chriſtian Principles. Pot 
though ſuch Men have.” not Leiſure for ſo 
much actual nn yet they may have 
| all 
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all that habitual Preparation upon which the Object 
great Streſs ought to be laid in this Matter. Duty in 
Nay, even the conſcientious Diſcharge of their I Comman: 
Buſineſs is an admirable Qualification for re. enjoins t 
ceiving the Sacrament, Man is ſerving W whereof 
God when he follows his Calling with Dili. ink 22 
gence, and obſerves Juſtice and Equity in all I nunion. 
his Dealings; when he manages the Affairs of Anſw 
the Public with Fidelity and Honeſty, with- MW Commu 
out ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreſſion, and church 
without ſacrificing them to his private Intereſt, Wtations 
And the greater Dangers and Temptations he Wand the 
is expoſed to, the greater Need he has of God's Wicaſt eve 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, which is abundantly ¶ Sunday, 
communicated in this holy Ordinance. When WCcathed! 
we travel in Ways frequented by Robbers, Nenjaired 
we go well armed and unite in Companies, that N Lord's 
we may be the better able to defend ourſelves. Nreaſonab 
So that the Man of Buſineſs who has any ſe- All that 
rious Thoughts of another World, ought N commu 
more eſpecially to lay hold on ſuch Opportu- Was if th 
nities, which may ſecure him againſt thoſe ieaſt th: 
Dangers he daily converſes with, and which Wus Chri 
may fortify him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- ¶ to be ſe 
mies that lie in wait to deſtroy him, For as s the! 
they who have Leiſure ought frequently to re- hurcl 
ceive the holy Communion, as the beſt Im- ery te 
provement of their Time; ſo they that are ian ſh; 
engaged in many worldly Affairs ought to luteh 
come often to the Sacrament, and learn how at leſs 
to ſanctify their Employments. Nut ru 
| | Object, ber a 


Object. V. Others think they fatisfy their 
Duty in this Particular, if they comply with the 
Command of the Church, which brick after the 
enjoins three Times. in the Tear, Communion, and 
whereof Eaſter to be one, and ſo . ln. 
think themſelves excuſed from frequent Cam- 
munion. | 


Communion quite miſtake the Senſe of the 
Church in this Injunction, who in her Exhor- 
tations excites us to frequent Communion, 
and therefore in moſt Pariſhes invites us at 
leaſt every Month, and in ſome Churches every 
Sunday, and every Holy-day ; eſpecially in 
Cathedrals, where all Prieſts and Deacons are 
enjoired at leaſt 10 receive every 
Lord's Day; except they have a 
reaſonable Cauſe to the Contrary. | 
All that ſhe ſays is, That Chriſtians ought to 


Rub. after the 
Communion. 


as if that was the minimum quod; that is, the 
lealt that is abſolutely neceſſary to denominate 
us Chriſtians; which if we neglect, we deſerve 
o be ſeparated from that Body whereof Chriſt 
s the Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
hurch, which, when rightly diſpenſed, are 
ery terrible. I would fain know, if a Phyſi- 
jan ſhould tell a Man that juſt ſo much is ab- 
olutely neceſſary to maintain Life; if he ſhould 
at leſs, he would not only endanger his Health, 
but run the Hazard of ſtarving himſelf ; whe- 
her a Man that confines himſelf to ſuch a 
Method 
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Anſww. Theſe ObjeQors againſt frequent 


communicate at leaſt three Times in the Year, 
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Method would be. thought to be in Love with "FT g 
Life, and whether thoſe that have good Ay. if ©. 
tites could ſubſiſt under ſuch a Diſcipline, * a 
* is juſt the ſame in our ſpiritual Life; ſo many . 
Times communicating preſerves us from being me * 
ſeparated from the Body of Chriſt, which iz 0 Qual 
the Life of a Chriſtian ; except we are Mem. Ne 
bers of his Body we cannot in any ordinary Fon 
Way partake of the favourable Influences Wa 


the Head; but this is not enough in order to WW * 
our Well being. It is a Sign that we are weak Th; 5 
and very imperfe& Chriſtians, if we have {off 1d 2. 
ſmall an Appetite for this. ſpiritual Food; it ü Ake d, 
a Sign we have little Reliſh for the Things d and to 
God. Let us: call to Mind the Fervours of which 
the primitive Chriſtians, who. made the Com 


memoration of our Saviour in the Euchariſt LM 
a conſtant Part of their public Worſhip. A :5 Pre 


the primitive Fiety decayed, fo. the Means d power 

maintaining it were leſs frequented; and it wa Nouriſl 
the bad Lives of Chriſtians, and their total 8 : 

Neglect of communicating, which made they e 0 
Church oblige them to receive at ſome certau Drinki: 
Times under the Penalty of Excommunication Av) 
And is it becoming a Man, that has any Scene » | dies 
of the Excellency of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, 


any Value for the Privilege of being a Diſcipt — r 
of the crucified Je, any Care of his Sas « Kat 4 
tion, any Deſire of being perfect as God vi my 
perfect, to. excuſe himſelf from a neceſlan hacks ＋ 
Duty by an Injunction, which was introduce again 


by the Indevotion. of. negligent Chriſtias 
| ( 


Paſlion 
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with t is not enough that we are Chriſtians, we 
— mult grow in Grace, and the Man of God 
ine. 


muſt be made perfect; of which when we are 


am once convinced, we ſhall never neglect fre- 
* quent Communion, becauſe it is the moſt ef- 
ud {cual Means of attaining it. 


Fourthly, I ſhall in ſhort lay before you ze 


ary 
5 08 rear Advantages of frequent Communion. 
r Our intimate Converſe with temporal 
weak Things, and our Familiarity with the Delights 
e o and Satisfactions of Senſe, is but too apt to 
u take off our Minds from ſerious Thoughts, 
mg and to impair that Vigour and Reſolution 
Ag which ought to be employed about the One 
an Thing neceſſary. Now frequent Communion 
W keeps a lively Senſe of Religion upon our Minds, 
1 and invigorates them with freſh Strength and 
41 Power to perform our Duty. It 1s the proper 
5 Nouriſhment of our Souls, without which we 
1 can no more maintain our fpiritual Life, than 
: ne we can our temporal, without Eating and 
rau Drinking. $ 
— As long as we carry theſe frail and ſinful 
nue Bodies about us, the World, the Fleſh, and 
_ the Devil, thoſe conſtant Enemies to our true 
* Happineſs will be making perpetual Aſſaults 
wet upon our Virtue, and uſing their beſt Endea- 


vours to corrupt our Innocence: Now fre- 
quent Communion is the ſove-ezgn Remedy 
againſt all their Temptations, by mortifying our 
Paſlions, by ſpiritualizing our Affections pc 
Er OW 


fefts our Repentance, and ratifies and cenfirms H 


64+ De great Advantages of 

how can we yield to any "ſinful. Satisfac- 
tions that crucified the Lord of Glory, or fix 
our Hearts upon periſhing Objects, when, 
God only deſerves, as he requires, the whole 


which 
conve) 
Sacrifi 
avour 


Man? "SOT, ners. 
One of the great Advantages of our Chriſ. In t 
tianity conſiſts in being made Members of mities 
Chriſf”s Myſtical Body, by Reaſon of thoſe Now v 
happy Influences we. derive from our Head; N Diſicæu 
and our Happineſs depends upon our enjoying Nut fre 
this bleſſed Privilege. Now frequent Com- od's * 
munion preſerves this ſpiritual Union inviolable, MPaviov 
between Chriſt and all faithful Chriſtians ; by imſel 
a mutual Intercourſe of Goodneſs and Com- nn an) 
paſhon .in pardoning our Sins, in- ſtrengthen. Correc 
ing our feeble Virtues, and in communicating Impro 
heavenly Joys and Foretaſtes of Happineſs; mon 
and on our Side, by repeated Acts of Adora- the bl 
tion and Thankfulneſs, of Love and Admira- and 81 
tion, of Reſignation and Submiſſion to his that h 
holy Will, and of ſincere Profeſſions of Con- chrouę 
ſtancy and Perſeverance in his Service. Nouri 
We are convinced, by fatal Experience, that Impre. 
either through Surprize, or the Strength of loſe th 
Temptation, we cannot always ftand upright; Mare 
that we do thoſe Things we ought not to have 208 


done, and leave undone the Things we ought 


to have done. Now this holy Sacrament per- Thi 


| our B 
the m. 


us the Pardon of our Sins; repairs thoſe Breaches Soul 
$ 


which our Follies have made in our Souls, and 
applies to us in particular that Satisfaction 
| | i which 


— — 


66 The Nules of the Church 
Fifibiy, I ſhall ſhew the particular Care the 
Church of England has taken. to prevent the Pry. 
fanation of theſe holy Myſteries. 
Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our holy Mo. 
ther the Church of England, that both by her 
Rubricks and Canons ſhe trains us up by gta. 
dual Steps, from our Infancy, to a worthy 
Participation of this Chriſtian Sacrifice. For 
in our Baptiſm ſhe requires Sponfors, who ſhall 
ſtipulate for us, and give Security for our 


oMmut 
hey be 


Chriſtian Education in the Doctrines of Chril. defir 
tiamty, and in the Communion of the Catho. reat f 
lic Church; they being engaged not only to Wilisfied, 
Exhortation at the inſtruct us in all the necefiary Nies in 
End of public Points of Faith, but are charged Nontra 
Baptiſea, to take Care, when we are fit, ore e 
that we be brought to the Biſh:p for Corfir- rue ſy 
mation. This is an additional Security to that Hey ha 
Duty, which Nature and Chriſtianity has laid Herve tl 
upon Parents, and a happy Proviſion in Cale Miniſte 
of their Mortality. And not the Sureties Nection 
only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is par- on, t 
ticularly enjoined to catechiſe, to infirut?, t Witenders. 
examine the Youth, and the con- O the 
Gan, r, be Ei. 1 People, in the Principles ii: May be 
Chriſtian Religion, according to the Church C. Ned Pe 
echiſm; which Catechiſm is an excellent hutrude 
Abridgment of all thoſe Things which are ne- ariſhe 
ceſſary to be believed and practiſed, in order "#nion 
to the Welfare of our Souls. And farther, ers o 
the Church requires, that none be preſented Names 
to the Biſhop for Confirmation, ill they ce T 


give 
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ve an Account of their Faith; 
f which the Miniſter, who is Rubrick 8 
o preſent them, is to be the 


Mo. Nudge; and not even then to be confirmed, 
y het {Wnlels the Biſbop approves of them, Which 
gra- uppoſcs ſome Trial and Examination on his. 
orthy art. To all this ſhe prudently adds this im- 
For Wbortant Rule, That none be admitted to the bay 


ommunion, until . ſuch Time as 
hey be confirmed, or be ready 
defurous to be confirmed : The 
treat Reaſon whereof is, that ſhe may be ſa- 
isfied, that thoſe who promiſed by their Sure- 
ies in Baptiſm, do renew and confirm the 


Rubrick after 
Communion. | 


arged Nontract then made, and that they will ever- 
e fit, Whore endeavour themſelves faithfully to ob- 
r. rue ſuch Things as, by their own Confeſſion, 
» that hey have aſſented unto. And ſtill, to pre- 
s lid Nerve the Dignity of the holy Sacrament, her 
| Calc WWliniſters are obliged, according to the Di- 
reties Nection of the ancient Canons, as well as our 


par- on, to admit 19 notorious Of- 33 
, to Henders, or declared Schiſmatics, - ao I ey A. 
con. WO the Participation of it. That this Method 
f A nay be more effectual, and that no unquali- 
'D Ul, 


*n Perſon may ſurreptitiouſly 2 
ntrude, Strangers fram other 

ar iſdes are not to be received to the hely Com- 
union; and as many as intend to be Parta- 
ers of it, ſhall fjgnify their Read the Rubrick 
/ames 10 the Cyrate at tea before the Commun. 
me Time the Day befare ; that notorious ill. 


xxlii. 


Livers 
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Livers may be admoniſhed of their Faults, WP) a d 
and that ſuch as live in Malice and Hatred, Nuires 
and are at Variance with one another, may be uch ſt 
reconciled, and give Proofs of their Repent. Mar the 
: ance, before they preſume to come and offer hoſe 8 
their Gifts. When Warning is given for the Hence o 
Celebration of the holy Communion, the Upo 
whole Congregation is put in Mind of their ena! 
Duty by a pathetical Exhortation. And if dubmil 
any have ſuch a Senſe of their Sins, that they e 81d 
cannot quiet their own Conſciences, they at ol © 
adviſed to conſult their ſpiritual Guides, and Charas 
Firſt Exhortation fo open their Grief, that they mai briſtic 
to be read on the receive grolt'y Counſel and Adria une 

zunday, or next ; 
Holy-day before with the Benefit of Abſolution, ned tc 
Communion. And even in the Beginning Here © 
the Communion Service, the Prieſt that off. plainly 
clates lays before the Communicants the Dan. | OWET 
ger of unworthy receiving, and invites only W-**** * 
uch to approach as have the requiſite 7 bat is 
fications. So that if pious Education, if the Le 
ſolemn. ratifying our Baptiſm Vow, if Confer. ompa/} 
ence with our Spiritual Guides, if a particular ber; 
Probibition of notorious Offenders, and the ear. vell as 
neſt Exhortations of our Paſters, can fecure beak 1 
theſe holy Myſteries from being abuſed, it mut. C 
be owned our Church has taken ſufficient Care tute 
to prevent it. Let them only conſider who Wi” * 
negle& the Obſervance of ſuch admirabl icked 
Rules, how they will be able to anſwer it at the load 
Great Day, and how far they are guilty ol 4 « 4 
e 


thoſe Profanations, which they might prevent 


Go The Manner of Receiving 

him; for tbou baſe a greater Power or Authyih 
than He. 1 iT | i 

I am ſenſible it may be objected, that the 
ſame Laws that oblige Perſons to receive the 
holy Sacrament as a Qualification for an Office 
do oblige the Clergy to admit them. Bu 
then it muſt be conſidered, that the Powe 
which Chri/# has inveſted his Church with, d 
admitting Perſons into her Communion, an 
excluding them from it, no human Laws cu 
deprive her of. And therefore when the Lan 
require Men to receive this holy Sacrament t 
qualify themſelves for Offices, they alwaj 
ſuppoſe, that they muſt firſt qualify themſely 
according to the holy Laws of the Churd, 
which are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. & 
that it would be a great Injury to our Legiſi 
tors to imagine, that if an unbaptiſed, or ch 
communicate Perſon, a Deiſt, or a notorioù 
Sinner, ſhould happen to obtain an Office, 
that they intended to oblige the Church u 
admit Perſons under theſe bad Diſpoſitions u 
be Partakers of the bleſſed Euchariſt. 


Sixth hy, I'ſhall add ſome Directions as 10 fl 
Manner of performing this Duty f Rectivin 
the Holy Sacrament, with ſuitable Devotions 0 
ſuch Occaſions. - 

As to the Reverence of our Bodies, our out 
rd Behaviour ought to be governed by ſud 
Meaſures as the Church direct. For thi 

Reaſon, as well as becauſe it is the humble 


Poſtur, 


arriec 


Ti 
rate 
he Pa 

ich 


wine 
am 
hen 

leliver 
be int. 
he Ex 
ore e 
derty 
neel 

hink i 
Hevout 
ancien 
ome 
uch ] 
reatet 
Petitio 


the Holy. Communion. 
Poſture, we muſt receive the holy Sacrament 
our Knees; which is moſt proper, when 
e are at the ſame Time making our Addreſſes 
o the great Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. 
rhe ancient Chriſtians, in the Time of St. 2 


utkorih 
that the 


1Ve the 
| Office 


1, Bui! of Jeruſalem, received the con- 
 Powlerrated Element of Bread into 2 E 
vith, the Palm of their Right Hand, 5 
n, andwhich being ſupported: by their — was ſo 


Ws calcarried to their Mouths, that no Portion of that 


e Lau leine Nouriſhment could fall to the Ground. 

ment iam not certain that the Church means this, 
alwoß ben ſhe orders her Officer to. 
mſelufehver tbe Sacrament to the Peo- 88 

urch e into their Hands; but I think 

pel. ¶ Nhe Expreſſion ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 


Legills 
or ed. 
toriou 
Office, 
arch to 
ons t0 


ore every Communicant may take the Li- 
derty of making Uſe of it. And as we are to 
neel or ſtand, as the Church directs, ſo I 
hink it is fit we ſhould not deviate from ſome 
devout ' Cuſtoms: that are ſo eſtabliſhed by 
ancient and general Practice, which in Time to 
ome may have the Force of a Law. It is 

uch Rules that a beautiful Uniformity is 
reated 3 in our Deportment, as well as in our 
petitions. And all our different Poſtures 
bought to be / uſed with ſuch Gravity and Seriouſe 
, as may-demonſtrate how intent we are 


5 10 f. 
ctivig 
tions 9. 


ur oui ben engaged in this Chriſtian Sacrifice; and 
by ſuit without ſuch Affectations and Particulari- 
or tu es as are apt to diſturb thoſe that are near us, 
zmblek nd give Occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, as 


oſtur acting 


72 The Manner of Receiving 
acting a formal hypocritical Part. To thi 
End, when we put our Bodies into a praying 
Poſture, with which I think leaning and lolling 
ſeems very inconſiſtent, we ſhould do yell 
when upon our Knees to fix our Eyes down: 
ward, that we may not be diverted by any 
Objects near us; at the ſame Time reſolving 
not to ſuffer them to gaze about, whereby they 
do but fetch in Matter for wandring Thoughts 
A farther Help to this Attention, is great 8. 
lence ; therefore we ſhould never join alout 
with the Miniſter but where it is enjoined, en 
deavouring to make the Reſt of our own by; 
hearty Amen. The ſame Care ſhould be take 
about thoſe private Prayers we make uſe of a 
the Altar, which ought to be pronounced 
ſoftly, that they may not diſturb the Devotioi 
ot our Fellow Chriſtians that are near us. M. 
muſt particularly remember, not to r 

after the Miniſter what peculiarly relates to 
his Office; which I mention the rather, be, 


cauſe T have frequently obſerved ſome devout 


People following him that officiates, in the 
Exhortation and Abſolution, as well as the Co 
Feſſion ; whichif thoroughly conſidered, muſt be 
judged a very abſurd and improper Expreſlion 
of the People's Devotion, becauſe a diſtin 
guiſhing Mark of the Prieſ's Office. 


As to the Reverence of our Minds, it ougiti 


to conſiſt in ſuch Inten/ene/s and Application d 
T hought, as may engage our Hearts, as wel 


as our Lips, in his ſolemn Service; in fu 
ow | Ferveny 
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Jmpor 
of the 
ly we 
this F 
comp 
throu 
rably 
pious 
which 


upon 

is ex 
our C 
a liber 
of M. 
fende 
our 01 
ter O! 
ble, h 
Praiſe 
Dee 
when 

large 

aking 


Place t 


aſide © 
Pon 1 


with Reverence of Mind. 73 


Tervency of Affection, and in ſuch a Meaſure of 
Importunity, as may ſhew how defirous we are 
of the Mercy which we requeſt, and how high- 
ly we value and efteem what we aſk for. I 


0 thiz 
raying 
lolling 
0 well, 


down: WM this End we ought with great Attention to ac- 
»y am company the Man of God that adminiſters, 
ſolving throughout the whole Office, which is admi- 
y they rably frained and compoſed to exprels all thoſe 
 ughtsWM pious Diſpoſitions and devout AﬀeCtions, 
eat &. which well-prepared Minds ought to exerciſe 
 aloulMW upon fuch Occaſions. Thus our Repentance 
ed, eis expreſſed in the Confeſſion and Ab/olution ; 
n by our Charity, in relieving our poor Brethren by 
taken Wa liberal Offering, in praying for all Conditions 
e of Hof Men, and in forgiving thoſe that have of- 
iced lb fended us; our Humility, in acknowledging 
votiou our own Unworthineſs ; our Reæſalutions of bet- 
is. Welter Obedience, in preſenting ourſelves reaſona- 
repeat ble, holy, and lively Sacrifices unto God; our 
ates t raiſes and Thankſgivings, in the Hymns and 


r, be, 
devout 
in the 
1e Con. 


when others are communicating, we may en- 
large ourſelves upon theſe Subjects, always 
aking Care that our private Devotions give 


nuſt be lace to thoſe that are public, and that we lay 

reſlion ide our own Prayers, when the Miniſter. calls 
diſtin pon us to join with him. 

- ought 

tion d 


AS well 
in ſuch 


cru! 
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Devotions after the Holy Communion. And 
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FOR THE my ſu 

Af 

A L TF A R. 

| . 0 perfor 

Time 

HEN the Sermon is ended, that R 

ſhould endeavour, as ſoon as . thy dn 

| can, to compoſe ourſelves for HH Cemes 
devout Celebration of the Chriſtian Sacrifice; Louck 
and while the Miniſter is preparing him m 
to attend the holy Table, that Time, befor u 
the Communion Office begins, may be wel ry - 
employed in imploring God's Grace to af =O 
us in the right Diſcharge of that holy Servic E 
we are about to perform. 1d G 

| dle Be! 
A Prayer to prepare our Minds for the devulWW:2ve fi 
Celebration of the Holy Myſteries. I his! 
Lmighty God, by whoſe great Boum ph 

| and infinite Goodneſs, I have now ue Sir 
Opportunity offered me of approaching tif npott 
Altar, and of pleading before thee the pn _ 
vailing Merits of the Death and Paſſion of 1 33 
Son Jeſus Crit: I am ſenſible, O Lord, 4 — 
my great Unworthineſs to partake of til eſs an 
Chriſtian Sacrifice; but the poſitive Commanl: F 


of my bleſfed Saviour, when he was . i 


Deugtions for the Altar. 75 
lay down his Life for my Sake, has made it 
abſolutely neceſſary; and the many ſpiritual 
Wants I labour under oblige me to apply to 
this ſovereign Remedy, to repair thoſe Breaches 
my ſinful Follies have made in my Soul. 
Aſliſt me, therefore, O Lord, with thy holy 
Spirit in the Duty and Service I am about to 
erform ; grant that nothing, during all the 


\ $ 


.* 
Time of this holy Action, may make me forfeit 
d. chat Reverence and Reſpect which I owe unto 
a6 wy divine Majeſty, or that Attention which be- 
for Homes the Celebration of theſe holy Myſteries. 
u Touch me with ſuch an Awe of thy Preſence 
hin (yes may fix my wandring Thoughts, compoſe 
befor") tumultuous Affections, ſtir up my flat and 
be wel eod Defires, that I may feel the Power, and 
o affilalte the Sweetneſs, of this Divine Banquet. 
ger That I may have ſuch a Senſe of my Savi- 


dur's Sufferings, as may fill my Soul with Love 
nd Gratitude towards lum for thoſe ineſtima- 
le Benefits he has purchaſed for me: that I may 
ave ſuch a Sight of my Sins, which occaſioned 
It his Sorrows, as heartily to bewail and deteſt 
hem; ſuch a Faith in that full, perfect Obla- 
jon and Satisfaction made upon the Croſs tor 


og t he Sins of the whole World, that I may ſo 
he wh nportunately plead the Merit of it in this 
ok ommemoration of that Sacrifice, as to render 
wil hee gracious and propitious to me a miſerable 
of dinner; fuch a Conviction of my own Weak- 


els and Inſufficiency, as may procure thy gra- 
ous Aid and Aſſiſtance; ſuch longing Deſires 
| D 2 ol 


76 Devotions for the Altar. 
of being made conformable to thy holy Wil 
and Pleaſure, as may transform me into thy 
Divine Image, and fix me to continue thy faith. 
ful Servant all the remaining Days of my Life 
I profeſs, O Lord, a firm and vigorous Re. 
. folution to reſiſt all impertinent Thoughts c 

wicked Suggeſtions that may any Ways oppoſe 

my holy Purpofes ; I will never conſent 9 
them; my ſincere Deſign is to offer thee a $1. 
crifice of Praiſe and "Thankſgiving ; to Joy 
and adore thee as the God of my Life, as fem 
Portion which I have choſe in the Land of Tin 
Eiving, and which I humbly beg may be error 
Happineſs to all Eternity, through the Meri wh. 
of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. Wt) f 


ng us 


hat fu 


The Communion Service begins with ſon eptab 
Sentences collected out of the Holy Scripture F oth i 
proper for the Occaſion ; which do with ge g to 
Energy enforce the Duty of Charity, whit; 
we are called upon to exerciſe at this Tiny bjec 
The Oblations of the Primitive Chriſtians weW ons 
upon ſuch Occaſions offered in ſuch grafWcec;, 
Abundance, that their Clergy were there eralit 
liberally maintained, and all Neceſſaries p nd v 
vided for Divine Adminiſtrations ; as well the 
for the Relief of the Poor; but now that Mead 
ſtated Maintenance is ſettled upon thoſe tiMzith f. 
wait at the Altar, theſe Collections are parti a+ t. 


larly applied to the Support of the Neceſlitouk ho! 
not but that the Diſtribution belongs to chich 
Miniſter, who may ſhare in it himſelf it "WWnce 


1 
4 
Wat 
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ly * Vants require it. The Apoſtle adviſes, that 
rar eeſe Collections be made —_— 
5 1 ord's Day; and from his uu. 


zority the Church invites us to give Alms 
h often, whether there be a Communion or 
o; but this Apoſtolical Cuſtom of weekly 
ollections is now generally omitted, and 
Pholly laid aſide. It would be well indeed if, 
eans could be found out to revive them ; 
hat ſuch Oblations might accompany all our 


ous Re. 
ghts or 
$ OPpok: 
fent to 
ee a 81 
to lone 


bet 1 emn Services upon the Lord's Day. 
x b ug Till then we ſhould be more liberal in the 
Mews Performance of our Alms-deeds at the Altar, 


> which the following Sentences exhort us 
oth from Command and Example; by ſhew- 
g us how reaſonable it is in itſelf, how ac- 
eptable to God, and how profitable to us 


1 N 


th ſol 


ng Woth in this Life and the next; by repreſent- 
3 cs to us the great Sin, as well as Danger, of 
8 * nitting it. They farther inſtruct us in the 


bjects that are to be ſupported by our Obla- 
ons, which are the Clergy, and all the Poor, 
ſpecially Chriſtians; in the Meaſures of it, Li- 
erality and Chearfulneſs; and lay down the 
nd we ought to propoſe to ourſelves, which 
8 the Glory of God. All theſe Sentences are 
cad by the Miniſter during the Collection, 
"1th ſuch a Pauſe generally between each Text, 
hat the Communicants have Leiſure to make 
ſhort Meditation upon each of them, of. 


ns wer 
h grel 

thereh 
ies prof 
well! 
that i 
oſe til 
partic 
:Nitowl 


D 3 „ 


: 1 : Which I ſhall give an Example for the Aſliſt- 
7 cc of thoſe that want ſuch Helps. 
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Law and the Prophets. 
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1. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
Mey may fee your good Works, and glorify your 
Father wh:ch is in Heaven. St. Matt. v. 16, 

Grant, O God, that I may ſet that Example 
of Charity to my Neighbour, which thou re. 
quizeſt, that it may redound to thy Honour 
and Glory, from whom receive the Power to 
do any Thing that is good ; and that by ſuch 
viſible Effects of thy Grace, my Neighbour 
may be attracted to know and love thee. i 

2. Loy nt up fer g ourſelves Treaſures up 
Eu, where the Moth and Ruſs doth corrupt, if 
aud ce ere Thieves break through and ſieal ; bu 
lay up for yourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, when 
neither Ruſt nor Moth do corrupt, and wher: 
Thieves do net break through and ſteal. 8t. 
Matt. vi. 19, 20. 

I renounce, O Lord, all inordinate Aﬀec- 
tions to the Things of this World, which are 
fading in their Nature, and liable to innume- 
rable Accidents. I will fix my Mind upon the 
Enjoyments of thy Kingdom, which are ever- 
laſting, and prepare myſelt for them, by doing 
good to the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

3. Whatſcever ye would that Men ſhould «i 
unto you, even ſo do wnto them, for this is ti 

St. Matt. vii. 12. 

Let this Golden Rule, O Lord, govern al 
my Actions; let me relieve the Neceſſities of 
my Fellow-Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expect 
Support, if I were in their Circumſtances: 
This is moreoyer the beſt Expreſſion x; my 

ove 8 
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1, thit Cove to him, wherein thou haſt made ſo great 
fy your Wh Part of Religion to conſiſt. 

V. 16, 4. Not every one, that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
cample Nord, ſpall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
10u re. Wu: he that doth the Will of my Father which is 


Heaven. St. Matt. vii. 21. 2 
We are happy upon any Terms, O Bleſſed 
feſus, to be admitted into thy Kingdom; the 
zelief of thy holy Doctrine ſhall appear in my 
ee. Fife and Converſation, and I will uſe all the 
's Means of Grace thou haſt eſtabliſhed, in order 
orrupt, Y purity my corrupt Nature, and to enable 
il ; bit ic to do the Will of thy heavenly Father. 
when 5. Zaccheus flood forth and ſaid unto the 
where -17d, Behold, Lord, the Half f my Goods I 
J. St. ive to the Poor, and if I baue done any Wrong 
any Man, T reſtore fourfold. St. Luke xix. 8. 


lonour 
Wer to 
y ſuch 
rhbour 


n 
ho AS ES E - 


Affec. I am reſolved, O Lord, to perfect my Re- 
ch are entance, by reſtoring to the right Owner 
nume- {Whatever I unjuſtly poſſeſs, by making Satis- 
on the action to thoſe 1 have any Ways wronged, 


ve. 


doing 


nd by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, which 
ill entitle me to thy Mercy, O Lord, when 
ſtand moſt in Need of it. 


r 8 


d 6. ho goeth a Warfare any Time at his own 
is target? Who planteth a Vincyard, and cateth 
2. Mo tbe Fruit thereof? Or who feedith à Flock, 


rn ald eateth not of the Milk of the Flock? 1 Cor. 


ies of. 7- 

expect May thy Officers, O Lord, in thy ſpiri- 
nces: Mal Warfare, be always ſupported; may the 
f my luſbandmen of thy Vineyard be plentifully 
Love 4 reward- 


So. AQNevotions for the Altar. 
rewarded ; and may the Paſtors of thy Flock 


receive abundant Recompence for all their 
Care and Pains. | 
7. If wwe have ſown unto you ſpiritual Things, 
is it a great Matter if we ſhall reap your world 
r | 
Grant that I may always reverence thy 
Prieſts, becauſe they have a peculiar Relation 
to thee ; that I may ſincerely love them, and 
chearfully provide for their Maintenance; be. 
cauſe of thoſe great Benefits I receive from 
their Adminiſtrations. 
8. Do you not know that they, who miniſtt 
about boly Things, live of the Sacrifice; and they 
zh wait at the Altar, are Partakers vill 
the Altar? Even fo hath the Lord alſo ordained 
that they, wwho preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
the Goſpel. 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 
Under the legal Diſpenſation thou didſt par. 
ticularly, O Lord, provide for thy Holy One, 
Under the Goſpel thou haſt declared 2% Li 
bourers worthy of their Hire. Let me religi. 
ouſly obſerve what thou haſt ordained, that! 
may never deprive them of their juſt Rights 
by any ſacrilegious Encroachments, but be 
ready always to contribute to their comfortaW 
ble Subſiſtence. | | 
9. He that foweth little, ſhall reap little, ani 
he that ſoꝛueih plenteouſly, ſhall reap plenteouſl:if 
Let every Man do according as he is diſpoſed i" 
his Heart, not grudginghy or of Neceſſity ; fi 
God loveth a chearful Giver. 2 Cor. 1x. 6, 4 , 
68 
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y Flock 

II their In my Diſtributions to thy Miniſters and to- 
the poor Members of thy Body, let, O Lord, 

Thing; che Willingneſs of my Mind, and the Large- 

worldly WF nels of the Gift, recommend the Offering; that 


| I may never confine myſelf to the narroweſt 
ce thy BW Meaſures, but rather exerciſe Self-denial in 
clation order to relieve them; for thy Bounty, which. 
n, and ſuffers not the leaſt Service to loſe its Reward, 
de; be. will more abundantly recompenſe our larger 
e fron Charities. 

10. Let him that is taught in the Word, mini- 
miniſin Wi ter unto him that teacheth, in all good Things -: 
1d they, Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſoever 
s wi a Man ſoweth,. that ſhall he reap. Gal. vi. 6, 7. 

Thou haſt, O Lord, rejoiced the Heart of 
thy Servant, with the Knowledge of thy hea- 
venly Truth: As I deſire to render Praiſe to 
thy Goodneſs for this great Bleſſing, ſo I de- 
fire to be thankful to the Inſtruments of this 
thy Favour, that their Lives may 'be made 


relig. caly and comfortable, whom thou:haſt ordain- 
that ed for Men in Things pertaining to thyſelf. 
Right 11. While. we have Time, let us do good unto 
but beg! Men, and eſpecially unto them, that are of the 


Honſbold of Faith. Gal. vi. 10. 
Make me, O Lord, ready to embrace all 


le, ani Occafions of doing goed to all Men; becauſe 
eo: chey are thy Creatures: but let the Members 
oſed in G of the ſame Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians. 
) ; particularly, ſhare in my Beneficence ; for 


W they. are the peculiar Objects of thy Mercy and 
eres. a at 
D 5: 12. Godli- 
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12. Codlineſs is great Riches, if a Man by 
content with that he hath; for te brought ne. 


anim 
wilt « 


thing into the World, neither may we carry any 15 
Thing ont. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 7. 1 
Our Happineſs, O Lord, conſiſts not in our Xlll. 
Abundance of Riches, but in the Diſcharge of De 
a good Conſcience towards God and Man, and plealt 
in Submiſſion to thy holy Will. Let my Care M happ 
be for thoſe Things which will laſt for ever, butt! 
and not for the periſhing Things of this Life, that 
which Death will certainly ſtrip me of. _ 
13. Charge them who are rich in this World, Soul 
that they Le ready to give, and glad io diftribute; Deli 
loying up in ſtore for themſelves a good Founda- * 
tion againſt the Time to ceme, that they may at- bus E 
lain eternal Life. 2 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. 17 
O my God, as I enjoy large Effects of thy of. 0 
Bounty, fo grant that I may rejoice the Heart Jn 
of my poor Neighbours, by a plentiful Dil. it. m 
tribution ; this will make my Wealth a true of - 
Bleſing in this World, and through thy inf. ©?) 
nite Mercy ſecure the Happineſs of the next cen 
14. God is not unrighteeus, that ke will f- wer 
get yeur Works and Labour that proceed:th {if Lov 
Love, which Love you have ſhewed for his Nam. F : 
Sake, who have miniſtred unto the Saints, au Why 
yet do min ſtir. Heb. vi. 10. = 
There is no Merit in our beſt Works, 0 4 
Lord ; but we hope for a Reward from thy 3 
Goodneſs, which hath promiſed, and from thy . 
Truth, which will perform it. Let but Lov Ale 


animate 
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Man z, animate our Offerings, and we are aſſured thou 
bt n. wilt caſt a favourable Eye towards them. 
Fry an 15. To do good, and to diſtribute, forget net, 


vr with ſucꝶ Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. Heb. 


in our Mili. 16. 
arge of Do! know Sacrifices, O my God, that will 
m, and {MW pleaſe thee, and ſhall I not offer them? O how 
v Care happy doſt thou make thy poor Creatures, in 
r ever, putting it into their Power to do any Thing 
s Life, ¶ chat is acceptable to thee! I will readily catch 
Wat every Opportunity of doing good to the 
Vorld, Souls and Bodies of Men, for therein is thy 
ribute ; ; Delight. 2 
unde. 16. Whofo hath this World's Goods, and ſ ell 
ay at- Au Brother have Need, and ſhutteth up his Bows 


els of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love 
of God in him? 1 St. John iii. 17. f 

In vain I pretend to love thee, O my God, 
if my neceſſitous Brother finds not the Effect 
of it. Thy Providence has made him the 
Object of my Charity, and thou haſt thereby 
conſulted my greater Good, in giving me 
1! far thereby an Occaſion to teſtify the Truth of my 
-th of . Love towards thee. | : „ 
Vine! 17. Cite Alms of y Goods, and never turn 
thy Face from any pecr Man, and then the Face 
of the Lord ſhall not he turned away from thee. 


. 
of thy 
Heart 
11 Diſ. 
a true 
y inf. 


next. 


ts, 0 : Tobit IV, 7. 

n thy Lam undone, O Lord, except thou lookeſt 
m thy upon me with an Eye of Mercy; therefore! 
Lose vill regard the Cry of the Poor, becauſe the 


Merciful fhall obtain Mercy. 
3 18. Be 
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18. Be merciful after thy Power ; if thou 
haſt much, give plenteouſly ; if thou haſt little, 
do thy Diligence gladly to give of that little ; for 
fo gathereft thou thyſelf a good Reward in the 
Day of Neceſſity. Tob. iv. 8, g. 

I.t 18 fit, O Lord, that thou, who giveſt me 
all, ſhould be acknowledged with a propor- 
tionable Share; and yet ſo great is this Good- 
neſs, that thou rewardeſt the ſmall Returns we 
are able to make, with Comfort and Support in 
the Day of Neceſſity, and in the Hour of Death. 
19. He that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth 
unto the Lord; and l:ok, what he layeth out, it 
ſhall. be paid him cgain. Prov. xix. 17, 

What haſt thou not done, O Lord, to pro- 
voke me to good Works ? Thou condeſcend- 
eſt to be a Debtor to thine own Creatures, and 
I ſhould be juſtly counted worſe than a Brute, 
could I refufe to lend upon ſuch advantageous 
Terms. 5 | 

20. Bleſſed is the Man that provideth for the 
Sick and Needy, the Lord ſhall deliver bim in the 
Time of Trouble. Pſalm xli. 1. 

It is thy Blefling, O Lord, alone, that can 
make us happy ; let me never be ſo much 
wanting to myſelf, as to negle& thoſe Means 
thou haſt oreleribed in order to attain it. 


While the Miniſter reads theſe Exhortations 
to Charity, the Communicants make their 
Offerings, which ought to be done with a 
ſhort Prayer for God's Acceptance. 

| A PRAYER 


ood 
3 
an Ev 
that: 
with | 
with! 
me, t. 
throu 
and 8 


w 
deſire 
thoſe 
18 no 
beco! 
in wl 
your, 
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A PRAYER when we offer our Alms. 


Acknowledge, O Lord, that all I. poſſeſs 
[ is the Effect of thy Bounty; it is from 
thee I have received it, and.to thy holy Name 
be the Glory. Accept of this Free-will Offer- 
ing from my Hands, as a Teſtimony of thy 
Right to all I enjoy, and as an Exerciſe of 
that Love and Charity to my neceſſitous Bre- 
thren, which thou requireſt, and art pleaſed 
to take as done to thyſelf. O my God, I 
am reſolved. to prefer my Duty before any 
temporal Satisfaction; becauſe thy Favour is 
better than Life, I will dedicate a Part of thoſe 
good Things thou haſt beſtowed upon me to 
relieve the Poor, becauſe thou haſt made it 
an Evidence of my. Love to thee. And grant 
that all my Alms-deeds may be performed 
with ſuch Purity and Intention of Mind, and 
with ſuch a Proportion to what thou haſt given 
me, that they may .be acceptable in thy Sight,, 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Offertory is finiſhed, the Prieft 
deſires God to accept. of our Alms, and of 
thoſe Oblations of Bread and Wine, which he 
is now about to conſecrate, whereby they may 
become to us the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; 
in which we are to join with the greater Fer- 
vour, becauſe we are ſo particularly — 
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ed in the Acceptance of thoſe holy Gifts, rod] 
And at this Time it is that we exerciſe another Whole 6 
Sort of Charity, by offering up our Interce(. Hnder hi 
fions for the Church militant, for all Eſtates Miniſter 
and Conditions of Men ;. that God would he Mid Vic 
pleaſed to hear us for them, by Virtue of then n 


Sacrifice of his Son, which we are about tg d all Bi 
nm | eir Lif 
commemorate. And we now thank God for ord. 0 


all his Servants departed this Life in his Faith ments 
and Fear; becauſe it is by Virtue of the ſame{Wrace, a 
Sacrifice they will obtain their perfect Co nt, tha 
ſummation and Bliſs. How conformable th hea 


is to the Practice of the ancient Church, »M 3 
well known to thoſe who are {killed in Ecce H, 01 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory. is tran; 
| ockneſs, 

Let us pray for the whole State of Chriſt's Church = holy 
. maiiilitant here on Earth. : * t 
A Lmightyand everlaſting God, who by thy hoh * 
Apoſtle has taught us to make Prayers and Sup: om. G 
plications, and to give Thanks for all Men: Weg 
8 humbly beſeech thee moſt merci 
n Ball fully [* to accept our Alms and 0 WII! 
the Words [to accept lations, and] to accept theſe ou 1 
our Alms and Obla- Prayers, which we offer up un ee Ind. 
Jad. be Heft out un thy Divine Majeſty, beſeeching Wcrence 
Sx thee to inſpire continually te hich h 
Univerſal Church with the Spirit of Truth, Unity, 
and Concord: And grant that all they that do conn 5: 
feſs thy holy Name, may agree in the Truth of th P. 
holy Word, and live in Unity and godly Love. W cur th 
beſeech thee alſo to ſave and defend all ChriſtiaMF'me le 
Kings, Princes, and Governors; and eſpecially tit we « 
Servant GEORGE our King, that under him we = 1 
1 


ur only 


9 <5 
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Gifts, godly and quietly governed: And grant unto his 
10ther Whole Council, and to all that are put in Authority: 
tercel. Inder him, that they may truly and indifferently 
"ſlates Miniſter Juſtice, to the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs 
ald bed Vice, and to the Maintenance of thy true Re- 
of th gion and Virtue. GiveGrace, O heavenly Father, 
dieß all Biſhops and Curates, that they may both by 
out t0 cir Life and Doctrine ſet forth thy true and lively 
od tor ord, and rightly and duly adminiſter thy holy Sa- 
Faith ments. And to all thy People give thy heavenly 
> ſame race, and eſpecially to this 8 here pre- 
Con. ent, that with meek Heart and due Reverence they 
te May hear and receive thy holy Word, truly ſerving, 
h ee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of their 
Reck ife: And we moſt humbly beſeech thee, of thy Good- 


eſs, O Lord, to comfort and ſuccour all them who in- 


is tranſitory Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, 


ickneſs, or any other Adverſity. And we alſo bleſs. 
y holy Name, for all thy Servants departed this 


3 
>hurch ; 


fe in thy Faith and Fear; beſeeching thee to give 
s Grace f to follow their good Examples, that with: 


iy hol y em- we may be Partakers of thy heavenly King-. 
4 om. Grant this, O Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
LY ur only Mediator and: Advocate, Amen. 

1d 0 ey ; | i ; 
ſe ou While the Prieſt ſays the Exhortation and 


e Invitation, we ſhould fand with great Re- 
rence, and attend to thoſe Advantages, 
Which he declares to be the Portion of worthy 
ommunicants, and comfort ourſelves with: 
Wur pious Reſolutions againſt the Dangers thoſe 
eur that receive unworthily; and at the ſame 
me look inward upon ourſelves to fee how 
woe come up to the Qualifications of 4 
that 
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ſting Life. And to the End that we ſhould always 
member the exceeding great Love of our Matter 
d only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt thus dying for us, and 
e innumerable Benefits which by his precious Blood- 
zedding he hath obtained to us; he hath inſtituted 
d ordained holy Myſteries as Pledges of his Love, 
d for a continual Remembrance of his Death, to 
ur great and endleſs Comfort, To him, therefore, 


receiy 


tion, t 
the 14. 


F ſay thi 


to come 
d Bl 00 


e are moſt bounden) continual Thanks, ſubmitting 


Baule, urſelves wholly to his holy Will and Pleaſure, and 
xamim Mudying to ſerve him in true Holineſs and Righte- 
t Brea uſneſs all the Days of our Life. Amen. | 
s great, 


aith we 
ritual) 
then wil 
ne will 


en ſhall the Prieft ſay to them that came to recetvs 
the holy Communion : 


E that do truly and earneſtly repent you of 


r 50 your Sins, and are in Love and Charity with 
vc our Neighbours, and intend to lead a new Life, 
. lowing the Commandments of God, and walking 


om henceforth in his oy Ways: Draw near with 


againk aich, and take this holy Sacrament to your Com- 
Dile- rt; and make your humble Confeſſion to Almighty 
wy od, meckly kneeling upon your Knees, 

h | . 

— We muſt make our Confeſſion, which fol - 


Men: os next, in the humbleſt Poſture of kneel- 
ſteris ng, repeating the Words after the Miniſter 
ble an rith great Sorrow of Heart for the many 
nd degpeinous Offences we have been guilty of, and. 
by te Lg WTF Ol + 

155 i uſt be ſure that the inward Senſe of our. 
Dea ds anſwer the Propriety of thoſe Expreſ- 
ns, which the Church puts into our Mouths,, 
mig! f that 


mal 1 


ike us the Children of God, and exalt us to ever- 


ith the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, let us give (as 
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90 Devotion for the Altar. | 
that while we draw near unto God with ouf rty 4 
Lips, our Hearts may not be far from him. Wfrm 


| | ers A 
Then ſhall this general Confeſſion be made in the Nam 
of all thoſe that are minded to receive the Holy Con. 
munion, by one of the Miniſters, both he and all th 
People kneeling humbly upon their Knees, and ſaying 


A Enighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus Chr 
| Maker of all Things, Judge of all Men; wif 


N ſhall 


this Ab 


Lmig 


acknowledge and bewail our manifold Sins aui grea 
Wickedneſs, which we from Time to Time mot all the 
1 have committed, by Thought, Word, ani ith tur 
eed, againſt thy Divine Majeſty : 3 mod deli 
juſtly thy Wrath and Indignation againſt us. We engthe 
do earneſtly repent, and are heartily ſorry for these 4 erlaſtir 
our Miſdoings ; the Remembrance of them is grie . 
ous unto us; the Burden of them is intolerable. 
Have Mercy upon us, have Mercy upon us, mol After 
merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 4 v 
Sake, forgive us all. that is paſt, and grant that ge 
may ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in Newne" © 
of Life, to the Honour and Glory of thy Name, : erſuaf 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. [ = 
Weir 
When the Abſolution is pronounced, vweMſfomfo: 
muſt keep ourſelves in great Silence, and in then 
an humble Poſture, while we are receiving lvl The: 


great a Bleſſing. For, here we muſt not re-uſe | 
peat the Words after the Miniſter; becauſe Way h: 
is a pecuhar Part of the Prieſtly Office to ab - Mens u 
ſolve. It is in ſome Places the Cuſtom to llowi 
pronounce an Amen in a low Tone, after ever 
Sentence of the Abſolution ; however, ve Com 
muſt be ſure, at the End of it, to offer » an en, 

cartj 
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rty Amen, that God would be pleaſed to 
nfirm in Heaven what he has given his Mi- 
ers Authority to pronounce on Earth. 


ith owl 
1 him, 


he Nam 
oly Con. 
all th 
1 ſay ? 5 


 Chri 8 
en; wil 
ins ani 
ne mol 
2rd, ani 
1g mot 
3, Vl 
'r thee 


rie . 


erable, 
'» mot After the Abſolution, the Church has pro- 
ded us with ſome choice Portions of Scrip- 


en ſhall the Pries (or Biſhop, being preſent) fland 
up, and turning himſelf to the People, pronounce 
this Abſolution : 


Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his 


all them that with hearty Repentance and true 
ith turn unto him; have Mercy upon you, pardon 
d deliver you from all your Sins, confirm and 
engthen you in all Boonefs, and bring you to 


-hrilt' 
hat weil 
ewneil 


N ame, 4 


| | 


A 
nd in 
ing {i 
Ot re. 
uſe it 
0 ab- 
m to 
even 
„ ve 
1p 21 
cartj 


erſuaſion of God's Mercy and Forgiveneſs 
wards penitent Sinners, to the End that 
eir Hopes may be revived, and that the 
—_ of the Abſolution may be confirmed 
them. 


auſe between them, that the Communicants 
ay have Leiſure to make ſome ſhort Reflec- 
dns upon them, which may be done in the 
lowing Manner: 


ien, and I will refreſh you. St. Matt. xi. ye 


great Mercy hath promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins 


erlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


re, to beget in us a lively Faith and firm 


They are generally read with fo great a 


Come unto me all ye that travel, and are heavy 
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my Sins; let my true Repentance make me i 


Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Rightecus, and he is tit 
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In Obedience to thy Call, O Bleſſed 9% Pleſſe 
I, approach unto thee! I muſt confeſs, * Remce 
Senſe of my many and great Follies oppreſ ainſt 1 
me, and cover me with Confuſion ; but thy << the 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſtore Joy at the 
Gladneſs to my Soul. ccepta 

$89 God loved the World, that he gave He 
<4 8 _ that all that believe in ku ee bet 

Huld not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 8. 

John iti. 16. on Ying Lite. A wet 

No greater Evidence of thy Love, O Lord” Dut 
can be deſired than the Sacrifice of thy So Re] 
O!] quality my Soul to receive the Benefit df the ( 
it by a firm and immoveable Faith in the Men te 
rits of his Death, that I may eſcape thoſe u bim: 
niſhments my Sins deſerve, and obtain tha plemn 
Salvation thou haſt graciouſly promiſed. _— 

This is a true Saying, and worthy of all Mai ind, i 
to be received, that Chriſt Jeſus came into th * 
World to ſave Sinners. 1 Tim. 1. 15. a 

A moſt bleſſed and joyful Truth, which Bo 
will firmly believe; becauſe revealed fror 1 
Above. Thou, O blefled Feſus, wert mad Pra 
manifeſt to er the Works of the Devil f all v 


and to releaſe me from the Puniſhment due to ' 2 = 
t 1s tl 


* 


fit Object of thy Mercy, and then, even m i ttend 


Sins ſhall not deprive me of the Hopes of ent 
Favour. Jad th 


eclar. 
earts 


Propitiation for our Sins, 1 St. John ii. 1. fe 
Bleſle 3 


If any Man fin, we have an Advocate with 1 
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| Jeſu Bleſſed God! who haſt not left us without 
ſs, Remedy, when our ſpiritual Enemies prevail 
gainſt us; I will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 
ut three the immaculate Feſus intercedes for me: 

et the Merit of his Sufferings plead for the 
\cceptance of my penitential Sorrow, and 


we „Nenvey to me Strength and Power to ſerve 
in hu ee better for the Lime to come. 


We have been hitherto employed in hearing 
Lordo ur Duty, exerciſing our Charity, profeſſing 
Son ur Repentance, and ſtrengthening our Faith 
efit i the Goodneſs of God. We are now called 
je Me pon to praiſe him, and to 7ift up our Hearts 
ſc P. bim: Which made fo conſtant a Part of this 
n tha plemn Service, that all the ancient Liturgies 
: Free in this Form, which our Church retains. 
% und, indeed, when our Conſciences are caſed 
to ty Repentance, and quieted by Pardon, we 
ae great Reaſon joyfully to acknowledge 
hich ie Bounty of our Benefactor. And this Ex- 
fronortabion hath not only a Reſpect to the Dut 
mad f Praiſe, but ſeems to require the diſmiſligg 
Devil all worldly Thoughts, that we may the bet- 
lue ur fix our Minds upon the holy Myſteries. 
me 2 1s the Chriſtians Hoc age, that calls them to 
en tend with great Seriouſneſs and Devotion 
of t pon the ſolemn Service they are engaged in; 
ad therefore we muſt take Care, when we 
th Meclare with our Lips, that we /ift up our 
i; erte to the Lord, that we be ſincere in our 
1. Profeſſion. n! 
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* 
-- — Wn. F of * 2 — 


0 * — * r . E 2 a 
3 5 - 2 3 g a * - 
— ak - 8 8 
— co tne . - 
2 og r . — | 1 c "= 5 — 
4 - = Ez = * = * + * — 
- 4 0 ” rt” — -hs — * 


— 


* 


2 


MN n ANI \ 
— ws - * 72 + 4 CA 


5 n 
p — 
P 2 or” 0 — 
= . << __— 5 
* $7 * FX. 
7 * 


94 Devotions for the Altar. 


After which, the Prigſi ſball proceed, ſaying, 
Lift up your Hearts, 
Anſio. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Prigſ. Let us give Thanks unto our Lord Gy 
Anſw. It is meet and right ſo to do. 


ffered fo 
Vorld ; 
nd by hi 
verlaſtin 


Then ſhall the Prieft turn unto the Lord's Table, and l Upo! 
T is very meet, right, and our bounden Dy [ Hrou 
that we ſhould at all Times, and in all Place Chr 
* Theſe Words [Holy give Thanks unto thee, O Lon teſurrecC] 
Father] #:u/t be omitted Holy Father, Almighty, Ee nd in th 
en Trinity Sunday. laſting God. Ware aP 
N Wight al! 
Here ſhall follow the proper 3 according u herefor 
Time, if there be any ſpecially appointed: or 6 
immediately ſhall follow : U, 
T Herefore with Angels and Archangels, and wi * 
all the Company of Heaven, we laud and mai who 


nify thy glorious Name, evermore praiſing thee, M own as 
ſaying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hoſts, He teat Sor 
ven and Earth are full of thy Glory. Glory be ixeneſs 


thee, O Lord moſt High. Amen. Wes, tot 


4 wing th 
0 Bold 


PROPER PREFACES. g 
Upon Chriſtmas Day, and ſeven Days after: 


\PEcauſe thou didſt give Jeſus Chriſt thine o 
Son to be born as at this Time for us, who — Ci 
the Operation of the Holy Ghoit was made ve — 
Man of the Subſtance of the Virgin Mary his M 
ther, and that without Spot of Sin, to make ui 
clean from all Sin: Therefore with Angels, S He 
Upon Eofter Day, and ſeven Days after: I ud. 
UT chiefly are we bound to praiſe thee for ie ſam: 
2 glorious Reſurrection of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt I hoft, v 
Lord; for he is the very Paſchal Lamb, which wre wit! 


offen 3 
; 


* 
* 
I 
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Fered for us, and hath taken away the Sin of the 
Vorld; who by his Death hath deſtroyed Death, 
nd by his riſing to Life again hath reſtored to us 
verlaſting Life. Therefore with Angels, &c, 


hing ' 


rd Go! 


and | Up on Aſcenſion- day, and ſeven Days after : : 


n Dui Hrough thy moſt dearly beloved Son. Jeſus 
| Place Chriſt our Lord, who after his moſt glorious 
OI cfurreAtion manifeſtly N to all his Apoſtles, 

nd in their Sight aſcended up into Heaven to pre- 


Exe . . 
1 are a Place for us; that where he 1s, thither we 


Wight alſo aſcend, and reign with him in Glory. 
g ½herefore with Angels, Cc. 
r 
Upon Whitfunday, and fix Days after : 
Hrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; according to 
whole moſt true Promiſe, the Holy Ghoſt came 
Wown as at this Time from Heaven with a ſudden 
8, He eat Sound, as it had been a mighty Wind, in the 
ry be ixeneſs of hery Tongues, lighting upon the Apo- 
les, to teach them, and to lead them to all Truth, 
Wiving them both the Gift of divers Languages, and 
po Boldneſs with fervent-Zeal conſtantly to preach 
ee Goſpel unto all Nations, whereby we have been 
ought out of Darkneſs and Error into the clear 
ight and true Knowledge of thee, and of thy Son 


nd wi 
d ma 
zee, al 


—_ eſus Chriſt. "Therefore with Angels, Cc. 
zake of Upon the Feaſt of Trinity only : 


Es 1 HO art one God, one Lord; not one only 
a Perſon, but three Perſons in one Subſtance, 


. or that which we believe of the Glory of the Father, 
for nde tame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy 
riſt o oft, without any Difference or Inequality. 'There- 
ch vB8W@rc with Angels, &c, | 

offen 3 After 


— 


| 

1 

j g 1 
N 


Wl 


Aſter each of which Prefaces, ſhall be immediately fa 


r / T A A Ee tr os. A l 
- 2 _ 0 * _ 
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to thee, O Lord moſt High. Amen. 
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ie OV 
dymbo. 


Ve ou 
hoſe P 
hat the 
nvigor 
Body a 
Actions 
ut the 


or ſaid, 


'T Herefore with Angels and Archangels, and wi 
all the Company of Heaven, we laud and my 
nify thy glorious Name, evermore praiſing thee, a 


ſaying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hok 
Heaven and Earth are full of thy Glory. Glory 


Then follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts} 


an Acknowledgment of our own Unwort 
neſs to approach God's Table, and in imp dered 
ing his Divine Aſſiſtance. | EY 
the Pe 
Then ſhall the Prieft, kneeling down at the Lord's Tally / *-: 
ſay, in the Name of all them that ſhall receive if "if 
Communion, this Prayer following : 4 e 
WE do not preſume to come to this thy Table, ME hrift t. 
| merciful Lord, truſting in our own Righteaſe:nptio 
- neſs, but in thy manifold and great Mercies. ViWimſclt 
are not worthy ſo much as to gather up the Crum acrifice 
under thy Table. But thou art the ſame, Lord, e who 
Property is always to have Mercy; Grant us then oſpe!l 
fore, gracious Lord, ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy Hot tha 
Son Teſus Chriſt, and to drink his Blood, that ear us, 
ſinful Bodies may be made clean by his Body, ee, ane 
our Souls waſhed through his moſt precious Bla Bread 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us Ci 
mem 

After this comes the Prayer of N N fon, 
the moſt ancient and eſſential Part of this - ble 
chariſtical Worſhip ; becauſe it is by the Pro. f — 
and Authority of God's lawful Miniſter, ts . hen he 


ti 
4 
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ie Offerings of Bread and Wine become to us 


atch ſu dymbols of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
Ve ought now with great Devotion to join in 
and ui hoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers up, to the End 
ind myhat the Elements of Bread and Wine may be 
thee, alfWHvicorated with the divine Virtue of Chriſt's 
f Hoody and Blood. We ſhould attend to the 
Glory Wk tions, of breaking the Bread, and pouring 
ut the Wine, with proper Meditations, 
nſiſts| | 
Wort! 


1mplo 


Men the Prieſt, tanding before the Table, hath ſa er- 
dered the Bread and Wine, that he may with the 
more Readineſs and Decency break the Bread before 
the People, and take the Cup into his Hands, he fhall 


: 

= 

— 

2 

af 

0 
y . 

£ 
* 
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4 

= 

ö 
„ 
1 

4 

4 

. 
* 

1 
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7; Tus / the Prayer of Conſecration as followets : 1 
ede A Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy A 
tender Mercy didſt give thine only Son Jeſus "vi 
"able, bhriſt to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs tor our Re- * 
ghiecßhemption, who made there (by his one Oblation of -% 
es, N mſelf once offered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient 1 
Crum Wacrifice, Ob'ation, and Satisfaction for the Sins of _ 
d, wüde whole World, and did inſtitute, and in his holy 4 y 
us tcl oſpel command us to continue, a perpetual Memo- 4 


thy dag 
that o 
dy, all 4 
s Blood 


he in ul 


of that his precious Death, until his coming again: 
ear us, O merciful Father, we moſt humbly beſeech 
ee, and grant that we, receiving theſethy Creatures 
Bread and Wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
ſus Chriſt's holy Inſtitution, in 

emembrance of his Death and (a) Here the Prieft 


Fro IRC,” — 
- 4 2485; Ly Z 


cr ating fon, may be Partakers of his is 4 tat che Paten inte 

his E oft bleſſed Body and Blood: 5is Hard: : 

Pra : 4 in the ſame Night that he 

„ betrayed (a) took Bread, and ,,, ,,,....,,..: 

I, 1 | hen he had given Thanks, (5) he 4 e 3 
"= E 1 


. * 
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| brake it, and gave it to his Di; 
(e) And Lere to lay ciples, ſaying, Take, eat, (c) thi 
— „ my Body which is given for yo 
read. | TY 

| do this in Remembrance of ne 

(4) Here be is & Likewiſe after Supper (d) he tod 
2 % Cup into bis the Cup, and when he bad gie 
. Thanks he gave it to them, ſaying, 
(e) And here to lay Drink ye all of this, for this (2) 


Sis Hand won every my Blood of the New Teſtamen; 
Feſſel [be it Chalice or . * 
Plagen) in which there Which is ſhed for you, and fe 
is any Wine to be con- many, for the Remiſſion of Sim 
3 Do this, as oft as ye ſhall drin 


in Remembrance of me. Ann 


When the Conſecration is finiſhed, it vil 
be very fit to expreſs our Admiration an 
Thankfulneſs for the divine Nouriſhment pr. 
vided for us. 


Death 
tate ( 
nite ( 
ade 1 
oor, t 
at I 
oul, ( 
ele ſ 
d Gc 
lat tal 
Wercy 
keſt a 
y Pea 


A Prayer immediately after Conſecratin. 


Ccept, O eternal God, of that Repreſe 
tation we make before thee of that al 


c 


* 


ſufficient Sacrifice which thy Son our Savio Ln 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Croſs: Let ti hi 
Merit of it plead effectually for the Paro ie of 
and Forgiveneſs of all my Sins, and reno e be 
thee favourable and propitious to me, a ny, in 
ſerable Sinner; let the Powers of it pre con! 
againſt all the Powers of Darkneſs ; let e, th 
Wiſdom of it make me wiſe unto Salvation of | 
and let the Peace of it reconcile me to thi! P ant ( 
and bring to me Peace of Conſcience. orme 

[ adore thee, O Bleſſed %, my Redeentvour 
who didit endure the painful and _ ch ſu 

ca 


- 
10 


m * 2 
. = 
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bis Death of the Croſs, to recover me from a 
(e) thiWtate of Sin and Miſery ; J admire thine in- 
tor youBWnite Condeſcenſion, who wert pleaſed to be 
ade miſerable, that I might be made happy; 
oor, that I might be enriched ; and didſt die, 
„ſapinz hat I might live for ever. With all my 
is () oul, O dear Fe/us, I love and praiſe thee for 
ſtamen ele ſtupendous Expreſſions of thy Bounty 
and d Goodneſs towards me; O Lamb of God, 
1 „ at takeſt away the Sins of the World, have 
n ercy upon me; O Lamb of God, that 

. eeſt away the Sins of the World, grant me 
it vy Peace. Amen, Lord Feſus, Amen. 
on an | 
ent Pro 


* * AN 
— 


Prayer before receiving the conſecrated 


t Bread ; 
ratin / 

ing of Conf. ſſion, and imploring Pardon. 
eprele 
that all I, 


Savoy Lmighty and everlaſting God, I deſire to 
Let i humble myſelf before thee, under the 
: ParcoiWile of thoſe many and heinous Sins which I 
d rende been guilty of againſt thy divine Ma- 
e, a My, in Thought, Word, and Deed. 


t pre confeſs, with Sorrow and Confuſion of 
let tc, that I have too often neglected the Du- 
al vation of Religion, which is the great and im- 
to ticWtant Concern of my Life; and when I have 


ge. ormed them, I have not exerciſed that 
edeentyvour of Spirit, that Intenſeneſs of Mind, 
ſham"ch ſuch holy Services require from me. 

Dc E 2 I have 


1 
zz 
- 
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have not been ſufficiently thankful ſor th 
continued Effects of thy Goodneſs and Bous 
towards me; neither have I received the i 
flicting Diſpenſations of thy Providence vi 
that Patience and Submiſſion which is duet 
that infinite Wiſdom from whence they pr 
ceed. 

I have not preſerved ſuch a Senſe of n 
Follies and Infirmities, as ought to have i 
ſpired a mean and low Opinion of myſelf, a 
to have made me ready to condeſcend tot 
loweſt Offices for the Service of my Fell 
Chriſtians, 

I have not ſet a ſufficient Guard upon 24 ' 
Senſes, ſo that my Eyes and Ears have be N at 
inſtrumental in defiling and polluting my So 
and even the Comforts and Convenience 
Life have been made a Snare, by inCulgl 
Pleaſure, more than that End and Deſign il . 
which they were beſtowed. * Pains! 

I have had a greater Regard to; the lon = But 
and Cuſtom of the World, than to that 
cerity which thou requireſt i in all my Con 
ſation. 4 

I have. too often impaired the Credit 

Reputation of my Neighbour, by, diſcovel 
his Faults and Infirmities, and have too ei 
liſtened to thoſe Slanders againſt him wa 
bad Men have ſuggeſted. recciv 

I have not embraced all thoſe Occab plican 
thou haſt offered me, of doing Good t vith: 
Souls and Bodies of my Fellow Chril 

nel 


either 
elativ. 
1denc 
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ul for Hither have [ diſcharged with due Care thoſe 
d Bon Native Offices in the Station wherein thy Pro- 
d hel idence has placed me. 


>nce wi II, 
is due n 


th P 
* dalhneſs, when I reflect upon that dread Ma- 


ſe of . Which I have provoked: 

* n deteſt and abhor my Ingratitude, when I 
ſelf. 2 onfder the infinite Kindneſs of that bountiful 
; ather, whom I have offended : | 
| condemn and accuſe my unaccountable 
W:upidity, when I recollect that miſerable Sla- 
Wcry and Bondage, which I have preferred be- 

ore the perte& Freedom of thy Service. 

I abhor myſelf in Duſt and Aſhes; and if 
nou, O Lord, hadſt dealt with me according 
o my Deſerving, inſtead of approaching thy 
Altar with Hopes of Acceptance, I might have 
cen ſpending a fad Eternity under remedileſs 
eains and Miſery. 

But there is Forgiveneſs with thee, that 
bou mayelt be feared ; and thou haſt declared 

Wity Mercy to extend over all thy Works. 
The ineſtimable Sacrifice of thy Son, which 
hou haſt provided for us, ſufficiently aſſures 
me of thy Readineſs to admit me to Terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation. 

Oh! let thy infinite Mercy and Compaſſion 
receive me in the Quality of a penitent Sup- 
plicant, whom thy great Patience has borne 
with as a Sinner. | | 

E 3 I am 


I am aſtoniſhed, O Lord, at my fooliſh: 
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I am heartily ſorry I have offended thee; 
deteſt my Sins; becauſe they are dilpleaſing 
to thee, who art infinite Goodneſs. 

I am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace, to return no more to Folly, to avoid 
all Occaſions of Evil, and to live better for 
the Time to come, 

I intreat thee, therefore, by the Merit d 
thy Son's Blood, the Price of my Redemp- 


tion, that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to releal: 


me from the Guilt of all my Sins. 
Let that immaculate and pure Sacrifice, 


] con 
ain of 
ny Une 

] con 
ender 
me, an 
avour 

I col 
ternal 


| ohten 


which he offered upon the Croſs, and which 
by thy good Providence I now commemorate, 


be effectual for my Pardon and Forgivenel; 
1 know my many and great Sins are jul 
Matter of Fear and DejeQtion of Spirit; but! 


will hope in thy Mercies, which are boundlel 


and infinite, 

The Senſę of my own Unworthineſs would 
ſink me into Deſpair, did I not reflect upon 
thine infinite Goodneſs, and that precious 
Blood, which was ſhed to purchaſe Redemp- 
tion for me. 


III. 


Thus ſupported, O Lord, I approach this 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, 


22 0 F 


ES ee ne. La AS 


I come as a ſick Man to the great Phyſician 1 


of Life ; I beſeech thee, O Lord, to cure my 4 


Infirmities. 
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I come as a polluted Wretch to the Foun- 
pleaſin ain of Mercy; waſh away, I intreat thee, all 
ny Uncleannels. 


thee: ] 


of thy come as a returning prodigal Child to his 
Bag. ender and compaſſionate Father; O receive 
Or 


ne, and relieve me, and revive me by thy 
avour. 

I come as a blind Man to the Source of 
ternal Brightneſs: Do thou, O Lord, en- 
ighten my Darkneſs, that I may behold: the 
yondrous Things of thy Law. 

come as a poor frail Creature to the great 
ord of Jleaven and Earth; ſupply my 
Vants, and do abundantly more for me than 
am able to aik or thiuk, 


erit of 
dem. 
relcaſe 


crifice, 
which 
10rate, 
nels if 
e Jul 5 
but 


ndlesM iſible Signs, but the inward and fpiritual 


—＋ the Body and Blood of thy Son Jeſus 
rift ; 

That fo all carnal Affections may die in me, 
and that all Things belonging to the Spiuit 
iy live and grow in me; 

That I may have Power and Strength to 
ave Victory, and to triumph againſt the 
Vorld, the Fleſh, and the Devil: 

And alſo may be endued with all ſuch hea- 
enly Virtues, which are pleaſing to thee, and 
ich thou wilt eternally reward, for the 
ſician lerit of thy Son's Death; to whom, with the 
© 1) Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without End. Amen. 
ome E 4 Anol her 


would 
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Let me not only receive the outward and 
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104 ADevotions for the Altar. 
Another Prayer before receiving the cu. 
ſecrated Bread: 

Conf; 4 ing of Petitiens for the Virtues of a Crit 
tian Lite. 
I. 


M OST merciful and gracious God, wig 
of thy great Goodneſs didſt give th 
Son Fejirs Ch to take upon him our Nat. are 
and to humble himſelf to Death, even th 
Death of the Croſs; 

Ibcſeech thee, by his infinite Condeſcenſion, 
by his perfect Obedience, and by his merits. 


rious Sufterings, not only to pardon my pal | 


Sins, but to endue me with Power and Streng 


to reſiſt them for the Time to come. 


Let the Virtue of theſe holy Myſteries re- : 


pleniſh me with ſuch ſupernatural Gifts and F 


Graces of thy holy Spirit, as may enable me 


not only to a& conformably to the Light of 
my own Mind, but may make me readily obey 


thy heavenly Motions, and conſtantly follow 


the Suggeſtions of thy holy Inſpiration. 

Give me a zralous Senſe of Piety towards 
thee, my gracious Lord and Sovereign, and 
to all thy facred and divine Myſteries. 


Let me reverence thy Word and Worſhip, : 


and all Things and Perſons dedicated and de- 
voted to thy peculiar Service. 


Let 


Let 
malt tl 
and w. 

Let 
me un 

Ane 
Bount 
ſo free 


Giv 
which 
and A 
to allt 
eſtabl: 

Th: 
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Let me ſubmit to all the Afflictions thou 
ſhalt think fit to lay upon me, with Patience 
and with Meekneſs. 

Let me truſt to thy Providence to ſupply 
me under all Dangers and Neceſhties. | 

And let me thankfully acknowledge thy 
Bounty in all thoſe good Things which thou 
ſo freely haſt beſtowed upon me. 


II. 


Give me, O Lord, that divine Wiſdom, 
which propoſes the pleaſing of thee, as the End 
and Aim of all my Actions, and which directs 
to all thoſe Means, which thou haſt graciouſly 
eſtabliſhed forthe working out of my Salvation; 

That my precious Time may not be em- 
ployed in hunting after Trifles ; that my na- 
C tural Talents may not be buried and drowned 
In brutiſh Senſuality; that my Study may not 
es re. be Vanity, nor my Labour Folly; - 
sand But that, framing a right Judgment in all 
lc me Things, I may fix my Mind upon thoſe Plea- 
zut o ſures which are at thy Right Hand, which are 
obe) permanent and durable: 
ollouß And that the great Care and Buſineſs of my 
Life may be to obtain thy Favour, who art 
vards Bi the ſovereign Good of my Soul, and the fatis- 
and lying Centre of all my Deſires. 

To this End inure me to ſpiritual Objects 
by conſtant and fervent Prayer, by entertain- 
ing my Thoughts with pious Meditations, by 
reading and hearing thy holy, Word with Re- 
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verence and Attention, and by frequent 
| hs > J. ap- 
proaching thy Alta | Nr 
_ g thy rs with Humility and De. Gr: 
And above all, let a conſtant Fear of of. 
fending my good God, put me upon my 


Guard, and make me watchful amidſt thoſe a 
imminent Dangers that ſurround me in this ey, 
my Pilgrimage on Earth. oe 
Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the Proud ba 
and givelt Grace to the Lowly, endue me with _ 
he * eo true Humility, the Model of _—_ 
which thy only Son tra | 
7 8 | ced out for the Practice thee 
That I may have a juſt Senſe of all my x 
Weakneſſes and Follies, 'and may readily fub art 
mit to the meaneſt Offices for the Welfare and *5... 
Benefit of my Fellow Chriſtians : | * 
That I may reſtrain all immoderate Deſire: 
of Honour, by doing nothing through Strife 12 
and Vain- glory; 1 
And that I may never exalt myſelf upon the pu, 
Account of any Advantage I enjoy of Body as 
and Mind above others, by remembring that : Th 
it is not the Effect of my Merit, but of thy be! 
infinite Goodneſs and diſtingyiſhing Mercy. 170 
O! deliver me from the Slavery and Do- AG 
minion of Pride, which threw Angels from g 10 
Heaven, and drove Man out of Paradiſe, 42 
which produces ſo much Evil and Torment | a 
wherever it reſides, and which, above all, «| a 
ſo hateful in thy Sight. E. 


III. Grant, | | 


bly ap- 
d De. 


of of. 
1 my 
t thoſe 
n this 


"roud, 
e with 
lel of 
aCtice 


ll my 
y ſub. 
e and 


fires 


n the ; 
Body 
| that 
F ty 
rey. 
Do. 
from 
adiſe, 
ment 
187 


rant, 
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III. 


Grant, O Lord, that I may love thee above 
all Things, who art infinitely perfect in thy 
own Nature ; 

That I may deſire thee above all Things, 
who art full of Mercy and Compaſſion towards 
the Children of Men. 

Whom is there in Heaven but thee? and 
whom upon Earth that I can defire in Com- 
pariſon of thee ? As the Heart thirſteth after 
the Water-Brooks, ſo let my Soul long after 
thee, O God. 

Let the Allurements of the World and the 
Enjoyments of Senſe appear as trifling Enter- 
tainments, in compariſon of the Pleaſure and 
Happineſs of ſerving thee, and doing Good. 

Let the Difficulties and Dangers, which I 
meet with in the Way of my Duty, be ſo far 
from diſcouraging me, that they may raiſe 
my Spirits, increaſe my Reſolution, and ſerve 


only to make the Pleaſure of loving thee more 


intenſe and perfect. 
Let the divine Flame of thy 
bright in my Soul, that it may free my Mind 


from all vile Affections, and influence all my 


Actions with a careful Obſervance of thy 
holy Laws, and farther evidepce its Sincerity 
by diligently conſulting the temporal and ſpi- 
ritual Happineſs of. my Neighbour. 

O! let it ſuppreſs all the bitter Effects of 
Envy, chat I may compaſlionate his Misfor- 
E 6 tunes, 
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tunes, and rejoice in all the good Things thoy 


art pleaſed to beſtow upon him; 

That I may be tender of his Reputation, 
and never expoſe it by raſh Cenſures, nor di. 
minith it by the Relation of his real Infirmi. 
ties; 

That I may guard my Heart from ſecretly 
repining at his Proſperity, or triumphing in 
his Calamity; 3 

That I may ſet a Watch upon the Door of 
my Lips, that I may ſpeak no Evil concerning 
him; nor utter any Words of DetraQion ; 

That it may quiet and appeaſe the' furious 
boiling of Anger in my Mind, by making me 
patient and meek under all Provocations, by 
diſpoſing me to forgive Offences and to return 
Silence to all injurious Treatment ; 

That it may conquer worldly Sorrow, which 
worketh Death, by a comfortable Expectation 
of future Happineſs; 

That it may expel Malice by doing Good, 
that it may ſtrengthen my Weakneſs by For- 
titude, cure my Deſpair by Hope, my Liſt. 
leſſneſs by ſpiritual Exerciſes; 

And reſtrain the Wandrings of my Mind 
towards unlawful Things, by being ſtedfalt 
and unmoveable in the Work of the Lord. 


. IV. 
Give me, O Lord, a fober Abſtinence, that 
I may know how to abound, and how to 


want; 


That 
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8 thou WM That my fleſhly Appetites may be kept un- 
; der ſtrict Government, ſince the indulging of 
tation, ¶ them by our firſt Parents brought Death into 
"or di. the World; | 
wirmi. W That they may always obſerve their due 
Bounds, by adminiſtring to the Neceſſities of 
cretly Hife, and never ſupport and encourage Lux- 
ing 1 Hury, which is boundleſs and infinite, which 
brings forth Scurrility and Immodeſty, which 
Or of Wieprefſes the Soul, and renders it unapt for 
rung WWpiritual Enjoyments. | 
os, Make me ſo mindful of that ſtrict Account 
21105 BT mult give of all my Actions at the dreadful 
8 me ribunal, that it may mortify all Inclinations, 
S, by Wand Temptations to ſinful Pleaſures ; 
etum And ſtir me up to Zeal and Diligence in 
] Performing all thoſe Things which are ac— 
which eptable in thy Sight. 
ation In Order to attain theſe bleſſed Ends, O 
Tord, I approach to thy holy Table, that I 
hay grow in Grace, and may be enabled to 
Winitate the ſuffering Virtues of the crucified 
%. 
5 = therefore, moſt mercitul God, that 
Jie receiving the Symbols of his Body, and 


00d, 
For. 
Liſt. 
Mind ; 


= f Blood, which I am about to partake of, may, 
1d. | 


Wy the Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, con- 
rm me to his divine Image, and make me 
edfaſt in ſerving thee, till thou takeſt me 
that NPnany to enjoy thee; through 7e/us Chriſt my 


L dy . 
v t0 leſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


r 7+. 
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The foregoing Prayers may be uſed in oy 


Pews before we go up to the Communion Ia. Let 

ble. When the Communicants are but tew, nd * 

and we have not Time to enlarge our Devo oh . 

tions, we may comprehend the devout Affe The 
tions of a worthy, Recciver in the following ring 

ſhorter Prayer. here. 

| The 

p thy 

A Prayer before receiving the con ecratel b 

Elements, 2x a 

Let 

7erenc 


'OST gracious God, who of thy infinit 


Mercy haſt given thy Son 7e/us Cu ay h 
#1 to be our great High Prieſt, and 1 Bille thus d 
#4 of our Souls, who did offer up himſelf to ti Let 
7 | a pure and immaculate Sacrifice upon the Crol | ny 
4 | for us miſerable Sinners, who has given us hi ind, 
fs Fleſh to eat, and his Blood to drink, in a . 
Ws: {tical Manner; and las: aſſured us by thy Ho Fab 
is] Spirit, that as oiten as we eat that Bread, a Let 
«4 | drink that Cup, we ſhew forth the rl to be 
MR | Death till his coming again: unto t 
| | humbly beicech thee, therefore, by th me, f 
| Merits of his Blood, the great Price TT wn the 
| Redemption; ; . Gr: 
481 [ intreat thee, by his wonderful and inefalii —_ 
4 Charity, wherewith he has vouchſafed to lot ö — 
14 us unworthy Creatures at ſo great a Ra leflec 
11 that thou wouldſt be pleaſed to waſh me * of 
16 his Blood from all my Sins, which make ut * 


11 unworthy to partak of the hol; Myſterics: 
7 
14 li 
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Ao T, Let my Repentanee be hearty and ſincere, 
ut fer nd expreſs. itſelf in all the Circumſtances of 


* Dev, oy Obedience for the Time to come, 

t Affe s Thou alone out of an unclean Thing canſt 

ring a clean; of a wretched Sinner make me 
herefore holy and righteous. 

Thou art the Fountain of Mercy, ſhut not 
thy Bowels of Compaſſion towards me. 

Thou art the great Phyſician of Souls, diſ- 

play thy Power in my Health and Recovery. 
Let me approach thy holy Table with Re- 

erence and Devotion, that no vile Affections 


Howing 


ecratel 


tiny hinder me from receiving the Benefits of 
dis divine Nouriſhment. 

my Let me celebrate this Chriſtian Sacrifice with 
oy * Purity of Heart, and a right Intention -6f 
1 Mind, that I may obtain all thoſe Advantages 


for which thou wert graciouſly pleaſed: to 
eſtabliſh it. 

Let me entirely reſign my Soul and Body, 
to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice 
unto thee; for thou haſt the juſteſt Claim to 
me, ſince the bleſſed Jeſus has purchaſed me 
at the Price of his own Blood. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may conſtantly en- 
_— deavour to make ſome Proficiency in all the 
. * W Virtues of the Chriſtian Life; becauſe the 
a Ra bleſſed Jeſus has obtained for me, by the Me- 
\ nl rits of his Sufferings, the Grace and Afliſtance 
e of thy holy Spirit, to work in me both to will 


ake ul | and to do thy good Pleaſure. 


in a m 
by Ho 
ead, al 
Lord 
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Make me ready to be reconciled to all thoſ 
that have offended me; becauſe when we were 
Enemies we were reconciled to God by th; 
Death of his Son : 

Let me embrace all my poor Brethren with 
ſincere Love and Charity, and contribute all 
can to the Relief of Chris diſtreſſed Mem. 
bers; becauſe he thought not his Life to 


ith th 
hrough 
ſediatd 


When | 


dear, nor his Blood too precious, to redeen on 
me from a State of Bondage and Slavery, Hs» 
Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch a Manne | an 
by this ſpiritual Food, that I may ſucceſsfullyWvy R 
encounter all the Attacks of my ſpiritual Ene. mer. 
mies. 1:30 | lor 
Suppreſs in me the Spirit of Pride and by Lik 
Vain-glory, of Envy and Detraction, of Un. 1 op 
cleanneſs and Intemperance, or of any Diltrul e, ar 
and Diffidence of thy Mercy. | ort m 
May all Temptations to theſe Offence moſt 
againſt thy holy Laws be overcome by that 
Power, which thou ſhalt be pleaſed to com. hen / 
municate to me in this holy Sacrament : both. 
And may all thoſe Evils, which the Cra /*"* 
and Subtilty of the Devil or Man worketl _ 
againſt me, be brought to nought ; lar 
That, being outwardly. and inwardly for WM one, 
tified by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, I may 
preſs iorward towards the Mark for the Prize H 
of the high Calling of God in Chri/# Jeſu: ; Wm Y 
when I ſhall enjoy thee no longer in Myſtery, Ne 
which is our Lot and Portion here below, but hy He 


ſee thee Face to Face, and be eternally ſatisfied 
7 wita 
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ll thoſe ich the Pleaſures of thy Kingdom, in and 
ve wereMhrough the Merits of Fe/us Chri/?, our only 
by thef\icdiator and Advocate. Amen. 


en with f 

ate alien the Prieſt approaches to deliver the 

| Mem. conſecrated Bread, 

ife too | 

redeem Ome, O Lord! and make no long Tar- 

Ty. rying, O my God! 

Alanna | am not worthy thou ſhouldſt enter under 

esu Roof; but, Lord, be merciful to me a 

Al Ene. inner. | 
long for thy Salvation; O ſatisfy me with 

le andy Likeneſs. 

of Un. 1 open my Heart to thee; O! come unto 


NiſtrutWoc, and abide with me, and powerfully ſup- 


ort me in all Trials and Temptations, when 
moſt need thy Help. Amen. 


Tence 
y that 


) COM- en Hall the Miniſter firſt receive the Communion in 


bith Kinds himſelf, and then proceed to deliver the 
fame to the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons in like 
Manner (if any be preſent) and after that to' the 
People alſo in Order, into their Hands, all meetly 
kneeling. And when he delivereth the Bread to any 


2 a, be Gall ſay, 


| Craf 
Yrketh 


Prize i HE Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 
Find was given for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul 
ſtery nto everlaſting Life. Take and eat this in Remem- 
„ but Prance that Chriſt died for thee, and feed on him in 
| y Heart by Faith with Thankſgiving, | 


isfied 
A Prayer 
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I wi 

. create 

A Prayer after receiving the conſecrated Moving 
Bread. I wi 

| I had | 

Leſſed be thy holy Name, O Lord 7%, redeen 
for this thy ineſtimable Gift, for this Com. | wil 

tort thou haſt left me in this Vale of Tears. nly w 
As long as I live | will praiſe thee; as long ind fat 
as I have any Being, I will moſt thankfully Bet! 
acknowledge this thy Bounty and Goodneſs to and let 
the Children of Men. Be t 
Thou haſt given me thy precious Body v Jo 
be the Food of my Soul; beho!d I offer toll Bet 
thee my Body and Soul, make them hit to; _ 


thy Service. 

Let this divine Food repair in me whatevet 
has been decayed by the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
or the Wiles of Satan; That my Underſtand. 
ing may be exerciſed in the Knowledge of thee, 
and the Contemplation of thy divine Truths, 
which are alone able to make me wiſe unto 
Salvation; 


That my Will may chuſe and deſire thee * 
above all Things, who art the chiefeſt Good, WF 7 1 
the moſt defirable Portion of immortal Sou!s; Wy, e 

That my Affections may be entirely fis be. 

on thee, who art only amiable, and the Centre Sati. 
of eternal Satisfaction. Ind let 

I will love thee, O Lord! becauſe thou art Hut me 
infinitely good, and thy Mercy endureth fo nd ©; 


2 
q 


ever. 4 
I wil 
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I will love thee, O Lord! becauſe thou didſt 

create me after thy own Image, capable of 

rated Moving thee, and enjoying thee eternally. 

I will love thee, O Lord! becauſe, when 
| had loſt and undone myſelf, thou didſt die to 

Jeſus, redeem me. 

Com. Iwill love thee, O Lord! becauſe thou art 

ars. nly worthy of my Love; thou only canſt fill 

s long ind fatisfy my Soul. 

ful Be thou therefore my Hope and Confidence, 

neſs to nd let all my Truſt be placed in thee. 

Be thou my Riches and Delight, and let all 

ody ey Joy and Contentment reſt in thee, 

Fer to Be thou my Peace and Retuge, and let my 

fit lor leaſure and Safety depend on thee. 

Be thou my Portion and greateſt "Treaſure, 

atever end let my eternal Happineſs be fixt in the 
Fleſh, Mnjoy ment of thee. Amen, Lord Teſus, Amen. 


ſtand- 


t thee, hen the Prieſt approaches to deliver the 


_ conſecrated Wine. 
1 1 Will receive the Cup of Salvation, and call 
8 upon the Name of the Lord. 
800 I will ratify my Vows with his Blood of the 
FW New Covenant, and engage myſelf, O God, 
Cem be eternally thine. 

atisfy my thirſty Soul with good Things, 
Ind let this Communion of the Blood of C:ri/t 


ft 1 . 72 
ou an ut more Gladneſs into my Heart than Wine 


th for Mind Oil when they increaſe. Ame, 


I wil a And 
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thou haſt been pleaſed to admit me at thi 


And the Miniſter that delivereth the Cup to any te itiat 
>a" Ball for, pitta 

THE Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which waz 
ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul unto 
everlaſting Life. Drink this in Remembrance that 
Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for thee, and be thankful, 


hen all have communicated, the Minifler ſpall re. 
turn to the Lord's Table, and reverently place upon it 
what remaineth of the conſecrated Elements, covering 
the ſame with a fair Linen Cloth. 


A Prayer after receiving the conſecrated 
| Wine, 


Leſſing and Honour, Glory and Power 
unto him that ſitteth on the Throne, and 

unto the Lamb that was ſlain, for ever and 
I give thee moſt humble and hearty Thanks, 

O Lord, from the Bottom of my Soul, that 


Time to the Participation of theſe holy and 
deſirable Myſteries; i 
That thou haſt vouchſafed to feed me a din. 
ner, thy unworthy Servant, with the ſpiritual | 
Nouriſhment of the Body and Blood of thy 1 
Son Jeſus Chriſt; and this not for any Merit to 0 
of my own, but for the Sake of thy infinite mine 
Goodneſs and Mercy. _ Bret 
Unworthy though I am, yet thy Bounty, 0 Cha 


Lord, neyer fails; the Love of my Saviou Stats 
| i 
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is not diminiſhed, and the Virtue of his Pro- 
itiation is never exhauſted : 

Grant therefore, I beſeech thee, that this 
holy Sacrament may never turn to my Judg- 
ment and Condemnation ; 

But that it may be Health and Recovery 
under all my Weakneſſes and Infirmities 


Safety and Defence againſt all the Attacks 


of my Giritual Enemies ; 


Vigour and Strength to all my holy Pur- 

ſes and Reſolutions ; 

Comfort and Support under all the Afllic- 
tions and Calamities of Life; 

Aſſiſtance and Direction under all Difficul- 
ties and Doubts ; 

Courage and Conſtancy under all Dangets 
and Perſecutions, eſpecially in Times of Sick- 
neſs, and at the Hour of Death. 

Finally, let it procure for me Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs in this Life, Mercy and Favour 
at the Day of Judgment, and a never fading 
in thy - heavenly Kingdom, 
where, with thy Son Je/us Ckri/t, and the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, thou livelt and reigneſt, one God, 
World without End. Amen. 


| Having finiſhed thoſe Devotions that relate 


to ourſelves,; this is a proper Seaſon to be 
mindful of the Wants and Neceſſities of our 


Brethren ; and we cannot better exerciſe our 
Charity, than by recommending the whole 


State of Mankind to the Mercy and W 
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f 

| of God, and by interceding with him by the 
WA Virtue of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, for a Supply 
th of whatever they ſhall ſtand in Need of. Such 


Interceſſions always made a Part of the public 
Liturgies of the ancient Church, as is wel 
Us, known to thoſe who are converſant in Anti. 
i quity, and no Part of the Prayers exceeded 
| more in Length than that which related to this 

Subject; fo that we cannot do better, than to 
1 follow the ancient Model for our Direction in 
this Particular. 


| | A Prayer for the whole State of Mankind, 


| Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers and In- 
F; terceſſions, as a Teſtimony of my Cha- 
1 | rity, for the whole Race of Mankind; and 
. Tet the Virtue and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 
| Sacrifice procure for them Comfort and Re- 
lief in all thoſe Wants and Neceſſities they la- 
bour under. | 
Enlighten the dark Corners of the Tarth 
with the bright Sun-ſhine of thy glorious Goſ- 
pe], and ſucceed the pious Deſigns of all thoſe 
that endeavour the Propagation of the King- 
dom of thy Son; that thy Way may be known 
upon Earth, and thy ſaving Health among all 
Nations. . | oh 5 
Let thy continual Pity cleanſe and defend 


thy Church; and foraſmuch as it cannot con- 
tinue in Safety without thy Succour, preſerve 
it eyermore by thy Help and Goodnels. 
| | Endue 
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Endue the Governors and Paſtors of it with 
Courage and Reſolution to preſerve thoſe 
ſacred Rights thou haſt committed to their 
Truſt, with Zeal and Diligence in promoting 
ſolid and ſubſtantial Pietv, and with a con- 
ſcientious Diſcharge of all the important Duties 
of their holy Function. 

Let all ſecular Magiſtrates ſtudy to govern 
their People with Truth and Juſtice, and to 
preſerve them in Wealth, Peace, and God- 
lineſs. | 

Bleſs our Sovereign, and all the Royal Fa- 
mily, with the Dew of thy heavenly Spirit, 
that they, ever truſting in thy Goodnels, pro- 
tected by thy Power, and crowned with thy 
gracious and endleſs Favour, may continue 
before thee, in Health, Peace, Joy, and Ho- 
nour, a long and happy Lite upon Earth, and 
after Death obtain everlaiting Lite and Glory 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. | 

Let War and Bloodſhed ceaſe among Chrif- 
tian Princes, and give to all Nations Unity, 
Peace, and Concord. | 

Bleſs all the People of this Land with 
Health, Peace, and Plenty ; and teach them 
to uſe ſuch thy Bleſſings, with Sobriety, Gra- 
titude, and Charity. ny | 

Make all Chriſtians ſincerely to practiſe that 
Religion they profeſs, and inſpire them wit 
luch uniting Principles, and charitable Hearts, 
that they may love one another, and thereby 
convince the World that they are thy Dif- 
Ciples, Be 
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Be merciful to all my Friends, Relations, 


and Acquaintance ; thoſe that are in Sin, con- 
vert them; thoſe that are in Grace, confirm 
and ſtrengthen them ; thoſe that are in Ad. 
verſity, comfort and ſupport them; and tho 
that are in Proſperity, ſuffer them not to for 


get thee. 


Forgive all my Enemies, make them eaſy 
and ready to be reconciled, and give them Re. 


pentance and better Minds. 


Be gracious to all that are in Affliction and 
Diſtreſs, that labour under the Straights of 


Poverty, that ſuffer Perſecution for the Teſti 
mony of a good Conſcience, that mourn un- 


der Captivity or Baniſhment, or any unjuſt Op. 


preſſion ; 
That are exerciſed with bodily Pains and 
Diſcaſes, that are ſollicited with ftrong Lemp- 
tations ; or are dejected with Terrors and 
Troubles of Mind. 

Pity and relieve their ſeveral Neceſſitics, 
give them Patience under all their Sufferings, 


and in due Time deliver them according t0 


thy. great Mercy. 
Aͤſſiſt thoſe that are at the Point of Death; 
and when their Strength fails, let not thei 
Faith, fail; even in Death, enable them to 
truſt in thee. 

Shed thy particular Grace and Benediction 
upon all thoſe who are Partakers of the holj 
Communion this Day; 
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That they may perſevere in all their holy 
Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and may conform 
themſelves to the Model of their crucified Sa- 
viour ; | 

'That the Pattern of his Piety and Devotion, 
of his Humility and Charity, of his Meekneſs 
and patient Suffering, may be ſo lively im- 
printed upon our Minds, that we may tran- 
(cribe his Example in our Lives and Conver- 
lations : 

That thus commemorating his all-ſufficient 
Sacrifice upon Earth, we may receive the ever- 
laſting Benefit of it in thy heavenly Kingdom, 
and bleſs and praiſe thee for it to all Eternity. 
Amen. 


We cannot better conclude our Devotions, 
if Time and Opportunity will permit, than by 
offering up our Praiſes and Thankſgivings for 
all thoſe Mercies and Bleſſings God hath be- 
ſtowed upon us all along in Life, particularly 
for his ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of 
the World by our Lord Feſus Chriſt; and 
what Heart, that is warm with a true Senſe of 
what his Saviour has done and ſuffered for 
him, can refuſe the humble Tribute of a moſt 
grateful Acknowledgment ? 


T A Thankf- 
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AT, hankſoiving for God's Mercies, Ten- Nm I 


poral and Spiritual. 
Wearl 


HRaiſc the Lord, O my Soul, and all that and ſe 
| is within me, praiſe his holy Name. I bl 
Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and forget nat moda 
all his Benefits. | : | upon 
Thou, O Lord, art alone infinite in all Ex. I Worle 
cellencies and Perfections; and therefore thou An 
only art the eternal Object of the Adorations Alllict 
and Praiſes of all thy Creatures. thou h 
deſire to praiſe and worſhip thee with all lave b 
the heavenly Hoſt, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, myſelt. 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, thou laſt Nu d 


14. created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure they By t 
. are and were created. Lomb 
5 All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be rendered . Abo 
We; of unto thee, for making me after thy own Image mne 
wy and Likeneſs, capable of loving thee, and en- For | 
. joying thee eternally. leem u 
is 4 I bleſs thee for the Light of my Reaſon, ulteriny 
1 | and all other Endowments and Faculties of mig 
1 {4 my Soul and Body. | nd rec; 
it + I bleſs. thee for preſerving me from innu- And 
| | 1 merable Accidents and Dangers, through the lyſterie 
1 whole Courſe of my Life; for all my known ontinua 
1 and unobſerved Deliverances, and for the Nat an 
# 7 Guard thy holy Angels have kept over me. As 101 
a I blefs thee for the Advantages of a pious onder 
14 Education, and for ſeaſoning my tender Mind * Lv 
| ) 


| 

| with carly Notices of Vartue and Religion. 
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[ bleſs thee for recovering me to a Senſe of 
my Duty, when I fooliſhly ſtrayed from the 
Vountain of all Happineſs ; and for thy un- 
wearied Patience towards me, after ſo man 
and fo great Provocations. | 

I bleſs thee for all the Comforts and Accom- 
modations of Life which thou haſt beſtowed 
upon me, whereby my Pilgrimage in this 
World has been ſoftened and ſupported ; 

And J adore thy wile Providence in all thoſe 
Alllictions and Diſappointments with which 
thou haſt thought fit to exerciſe me, and which 
have brought me to that Senſe of thee, and of 
myſelt, which it is likely nothing elſe would 
have done. 

By thee I have been holden up from the 
Lomb, my Praiſe ſhall continually be of thee. 

Above all I praiſe and magnity thy holy 
lame for thy inexpreſlible Love to loſt Man: 

For ſending thy Son into the World to re— 
leem us from a State of Sin and Miſery, by 
uttering for-us, and dying in our Stead, that 
ve might be Partakers of the divine Nature, 
nd receive the Promiſes of eternal Life ; 

And for his inflituting and ordaining holy 
lyſteries as Pledges of his Love, and for a 
ontinual Remembrance of his Death, to our 
reat and endleſs Comfort. 

As long as I live will I praiſe thee for theſe 
'onders thou haſt done for the Children of 
len; as long as I have any Being I will ſhew 
th thy noble Acts. 


T 2 I bleſs 


fections to the Obedience of Faith and Godli- 
. nels 5 
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I bleſs thee for the Advantages of thy di. 
vine Revelations, that thou haſt not abandoned perfe 
me to the dim Light of my own Reaſon, but || to he 
haſt given me thy holy Scriptures to inſtruct N uſ 
me in what is neceſſary for me to believe and Wor 
practiſe, in order to my eternal Salvation. videc 

J praiſe thee for delivering me from 'Temp. 
tations too ſtrong for me, and for ſupporting 
me under many; | 

For the Aſſiſtance and Direction, and Com. 
forts of thy holy Spirit, for thy preventing and 
reſtraining Grace; 

For ſubduing my Underſtanding and Af. 


For inſpiring me with good Thoughts, and 
kindling pious Deſires in my Soul, and Ye 
aſſiſting me in all the Methods of procuring 
eternal Happineſs ; 

For theſe and all other thy Mercies and F+ * 
vours, which are more than can be numbered, 
Bleſſing and Honour, Thankſgiving and Praiſe, 
be given unto thee, O moſt adorable Deity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by me and by and t 
all Angels, by all Men and by all Creatures, with | 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


When all have communicated, and the 
Prieſt returns to the remaining Part of the 
Communion Office, we muſt be ſure to ac 
company him with our devouteſt Affections, O.- 


and repeat after hun all the Petitions of that Va 
: | perfect cifully 


ures, 


d the 
of the 
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tions, 
f that 
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rfe& Form of Prayer our Saviour has left us 
to help our Infirmities, which is moſt proper- 
ly uſed in this Place; that his comprehenſive 
Words may prevail for our Acceptance, pro- 
vided they are attended with the ſincere and 
carneſt Deſires of our Hearts. 


Then ball the Prigſi ſay the Lord's Prayer, the Peepl: 
repeating after him every Petition, 


O R Father which art in Heaven; hallowed 
be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
Will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 
this Day our daily Bread: And forgive us our Tref- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 
And lead us not into 'Temptation ; but deliver us 
from Evil, For thine is the Kingdom, and the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Prayer and Praiſe that follow do with 
you Propriety conclude this holy Action in 

itation of our Saviour's Pattern, who con- 
cluded that his holy Inſtitution 
both with a Prayer and a Hymn, 
and therefore ought to be offered 
with particular Intenſeneſs and Application of 
Thought, that we may make ſome Amends 
for any Diſtractions or Wanderings that may 


have overtaken us in the former Part of the 
Service. 


Aſter ſhall be ſaid as followeth, 


O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble Ser- 
- vants entirely deſire thy fatherly Goodneſs, mer- 
cifully to a:cept this our Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
F 3 Thankſ- 


ohn XViis 
att. XXVis 30. 
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Thankſgiving ; moſt humbly beſeeching thee to grant 
that by the Merits and Death of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
and through Faith in his Blood, we and all thy i 
whole Church may obtain Remiſſion of our Sins, 2 
and all other Benefits of his Paſſion. And here we bless 
offer and preſent unto thee, O Lord, ourſelves, our Than 
Souls and Bodies, to be a reaſonable, holy, and lively 
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f Sacrifice unto thee; humbly beſeeching thee, that 5 50 
5 all we who are Partakers of this holy Communion, Tird 
F may be fulfilled with thy Grace and heavenly Bene- takefl 
* diction. And although we be unworthy through our 1 
| Wanifold Sins to offer unto thee any Sacrifice; yet 3 
* we beizech thee to accept this our bounden Duty 88 
# and Service; not weighing our Merits, but pardor- ſitteſt 
1 ing our Offences, through Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord; Merc 
1. by whom, and with whom, in the Unity of the Holy po 
1 Ghoſt, all Honour and Glory be unto thee, O Fa- thou 
| ther Almighty, World without End. Amen. hi h 
. Or this : 8 
A Emighty and everliving God, we moſt heartily . 
thank thee, for that thou doſt vouchſafe to feed 90 


us, who have duly received theſe thy holy Myſteries, pron 
with the ſpiritual Food of the moſt precious Body Prieſ 
and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jefus Chriſt; and an h 
doſt aſſure us thereby of thy Favour and Goodnels begg 


towards us; and that we are very Members incor— 9 
porate in the myſtical Body of thy Son, which is hol 
the blefled Company of all faithful People; and are oy 


alſo Heirs through Hope of thy everlaſting Kingdom, 

by the Merits of the moſt precious Death and Paſ- Then 
ſion of thy dear Son, And we moſt humbly beſeech W 
thee, O heavenly Father, ſo to afſiſt us with thy fi. 
Crave, that we may continue in that holy Fellow- 3 
ſhip, and do all ſuch good Works as thou haſt pre- Kno- 


pared for us to walk in, through Jeſus Chriſt our Cari! 
Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt be all the F 
Honour and Glory World without End. Auen. you, 
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Then fhall be ſaid or ſung : 


(Glory be to God on high, and in Earth Peace, 


CGood-will towards Men. We praiſe thee, we 


bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, we glorify thee, we give 


Thanks to thee for thy great Glory, O Lord God, 


heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 


O Lord, the only begotten Son Jeſu Chriſt; O 


Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 
takeſt away the Sins of the World, have Mercy upon 


us. Thou that takeſt away the Sins of the World, 
have Mercy upon us. Thou that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, receive our Prayer. Thou that 


ſitteſt at the Right Hand of God the Father, have 
Mercy upon us. 


For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, 
thou only, O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt 


high in the Glory of God the Father. Amen. 


The Bleſſing, that only remains, which is 
pronounced by the Biſhop, if prefent, as the 
Prieſt of greateſt Dignity, mult be received in 
an humble Poſture, and with ſilent Devotion, 
begging of God that it may be effectual for 
our future Conduct in all the Circumſtances of 
holy Obedience. 


Then the Prieſt (or Biſhop, if he be preſent) ſhall let 
BED! them depart with this Bleſſing : . 
THE Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under- 
_* ſtanding, keep your Hearts and Minds in the 
Knowledge and Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus 
Cariſt our Lord: And the Blefling of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongit 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


F 4 A ſhort 
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A fhort. Prayer when the Communiok 
Service is ended. 


TYArdon, O God, all thoſe Imperfections 
that have accompanied me at this Time 
in my Attendance at thy Altar; forgive the 
Deadneſs and Dulneſs of my Affections, the 
Wandrings of my Thoughts, and the Diltrac. 
tions of my Mind, 

Let the Sincerity of my holy Purpoſes and 
Reſolutions make ſome Amends for my Weak- 
neſs and Frailty. 

O! let this Commemoration of my cruci. 
fied Saviour influence all my Thoughts, Words, 


6 ot 2» : 
d Acuons, iat my Conyeriation may be as 


' becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Reward me not according to my Deſerts, 
but according to my great Neceſſities, and 
thy own rich Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
with thee, O God the Father, and God the 


Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, World 


without End, Amen, 


Where Communions are large we may 
want ſome Exerciſes for the employing our 
devout Affections; and the Office for the Ad- 
miniſtraticn of the Holy Communion contains 
ſuch a Variety of excellent Matter for Medita- 
tion, that it may not be improper to entertain 
our Minds, while others are receiving, with 
the Confideration of ſome particular Parts of 

it 


more 


it. 
ful t 


neſs a 
ditatic 
and r 


Judę. 


conſie 


erciſe 
Hope 
Cod, 
ty, al 
ico, t 
Chriſ 
to me. 
repent 
migh 
lars, 
muni 


Devotions for the Altar. 129 


it. This may poſſibly be ſometimes more uſe- 
ful than either theſe or any other Prayers ; 


more eſpecially to ſuch as complain of Cold- 


neſs and Dulneſs in their Devotions 4 for Me- 
ditation naturallytends to warm our Affections, 
and raiſe in our Minds a Spirit of Devotion. 
For Example, ſuppoſe I had determined to 
meditate on ſome Part or Parts of the Confeſ- 
fon, which begins thus, Almighty God, Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, 
Fudge of all Men: Here I would ſtop, and 
conſider well the Import. of theſe Words; 
they contain four of God's moſt comprehen- 
five Titles. Firſt he is here ſaid to be Almigh- 
ty ; Secondly, The Father of cur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; Thirdly, The Maker and Creator of «ll 
Things ; Fourthly, The Judge F all Min. The 
Conſideration of the Firſt and Laſt will pro- 
voke us to godly Sorrow, and the Second and 
Third will excite our Hope in his Mercy. So 
that from hence we may take Occaſion to ex- 
erciſe acts of Sorrow and Humiliation, of 
Hope and Love, Oc. thus, I conſider, O my 
God, that I have offended thee, colo art Aimigb- 
ty, and therefore able to puniſh ; but I conſider 
to, that thou art the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and therefore I cannot deuli of thy Love 
to me, and of thy Readineſs to forgive me, who 
repent and turn to thee. Such Ejaculations 
might be formed from each of theſe Particu- 
lars, or from any other Branches of the Com- 
munion Office; but becauſe all People are not 
F 5 able 
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able to form ſuch Acts, I have taken the Li. 
berty of adding ſeveral Acts of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Virtues of a Chriſtian Life; for no 
Moments of this holy Seaſon ſhould be loſt, 
all theſe precious Minutes ſhould be huſbanded 
to the greateſt Advantage, for they will have 
a mighty Influence upon our whole Lives ; 
and by being frequently repeated they will 
ſtock our Minds with Variety of good Thoughts, 
which may prove admirable Helps all the re- 
maining Part of our Days, If we have not 
Time tor this ſpiritual Improvement in the 
Church, it will be very proper to make uſe of 
them in our Cloſets; for Days ſet apart for 
the public Worſhip of God ſhould have a larger 
Share of our private Devotions, and then the 
Senſe of Religion will ſtick cloſer to our 
Minds, when we mix again with the World, 
and return to our ſecular Employments, 


Acts of Faith. 


Fclieve, O God, that thou art an eternal 
li incomprehenſible Spirit, infinite in all Per- 
fections, who didſt make all Things out oi 
nothing, and doſt govern them all by thy wiſe 
Providence. | 

Let me always adore thee with profound 
Tlumvity, as my ſovereign Lord; and help 
me to love and praiſe thee with Godlike Ai- 


fections, and ſuitable Devotions. 
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believe, O God, that in the Unity of thy 
Godhead there is a Trinity of Perſons; Ke 
thou art perfectly One, and perfectly Three; 
One Eſſence, and Three Perſons : The Depth 
of this Myſtery I cannot comprehend, but I 
firmly believe it; becauſe thou haſt revealed 
it in thy holy Word, who art infinite Truth : 
And I will praiſe and adore the Holy Trinity, 


to whoſe Service I was religiouſly dedicated in 


Baptiſm, as the Joint Authors of my Salva- 
tion. 

] believe, O bleſſed 7%, that thou art 
of one Subſtance with the Father, the very and 
eternal God; that thou didſt take upon thee 
our frail Nature; that thou didſt truly ſuffer, 
and wert crucified, dead, and buried, to re- 


concile us to thy Father, and to be a Sacrifice 


for Sin. — 

I believe, O Almighty Love, that, accord- 
ing to the Types and Prophecies which went 
betore of thee, and according to thy own in- 
fallible Prediction, thou didſt by thy own 
Power riſe from the Dead the third Day, that 
thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, that there thou 
fitteſt on thy Throne of Glory, adored by 
Angels, and interceding for Sinners. 

I believe, O Lord, that thou haſt inſtituted 
and ordained holy Myſteries as Pledges of thy 
Love, and for a continual Commemoration of 
thy Death; that thou haſt not only given thy- 
ſelf to die for me, but to be my ſpiritual 


Food and Suſtenance in that holy Sacrament, 
F 6 to 
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to my great and endleſs Comfort. O! ma 
I trequently approach thy Altars with Humility 
and Devotion ; and work in me all thoſe ho] 
and heavenly Affections, which become the 
Remembrance of a crucified Saviour. 

I believe, O Lord, that thou haſt not aban- 
doned me to the dim Light of my own Rea- 
jon, to conduct me to Happineſs ; but that 
thou haſt revealed in the Holy Scriptures what- 
ever is neceflary for me to believe and prac- 
tiſe, in Order to my eternal Salvation. 

O Truth! eternal Truth! J am entirely 
ſatisfied in believing thy holy word; becauſe 
it came from thee who art infinitely wiſe and 
omniſcient, and therefore canſt not be de- 
ceived; who art infinitely good, and therefore 
will not deceive thy Creatures. | 
O hov noble and excellent are the Precepts! 
How ſublime. and enlightning the Truth! 
How perſuaſive and ſtrong the Motives ! How 
powerful the Aſſiſtances of thy holy Religion, 
in which thou haſt inſtructed me! My Delight 
ſhall be in thy Statutes, and J will not forget 
thy Word. 

[ believe, O bleſſed Maſter, it is my greateſt 
Honour and Happineſs to be thy Diſciple; 
How miſerable and blind are thoſe that live 
without God in the World, who deſpiſe the 
Light of thy holy Faith ! Make me ready to 
part with all the Enjoyments of Life, nay even 
Life itſelf, rather than forfeit this Jewel of 
great Price, Bleſſed are the Sufferings Which 

are 
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are endured, happy is the Death which is un- 
dergone, for heavenly and immortal Truth! 

I believe thou haſt threatened everlaſting 
and unconceivable Torments to thoſe who 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, and who 
obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſh- 
ment of thoſe who do not love thee! 

But if I believe this fatal Doom, why am I 
not afraid of it? Why are the Evils of the 
Body ſo much ſhunned, thoſe of the Soul 
ſo little regarded? Why do I take ſo much 
Pains to avoid the ſhort and tranſitory Evils 
of this Life, and fo little Pains to avoid thoſe 
which are eternal ? 

I believe thou haſt prepared, O Lord, for 
thoſe that love thee, everlaſting Manſions of 
Glory ; if I believe thee, O eternal Happineſs, 
why does any Thing appear difficult that leads 
to thee? Why ſhould I not willingly reſiſt 
unto Blood to obtain thee ? Why do the vain 
and empty Enjoyments of Lite take ſuch faſt 
hold of me? O periſhing Time! why doſt 
thou thus bewitch and deceive me? O bleſſed 
Eternity! when ſhalt thou be my Portion for 
ever? 


Acts of Hope. 


My God ! in all my Dangers, temporal 

and ſpiritual, I will hope in thee; who 

art Almighty Power, and theretore able to re- 

lieve me; who art infinite Goodneſs, and 
therefore ready and willing to aſſiſt me 

| Greater 
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Greater is thy Mercy, O bleſſed e, than 
my Wickedneſs; thy Goodneſs exceeds the 
Number and Heinouſneſs of my Sins; greater 
is thy Power, O God, than the Fury of my 
Enemies! therefore when my Fears preſs hard- 
eſt upon me, I will put my Truſt and Confi- 
dence in thee. | 

O precious Blood of my dear Redeemer ! 
O gaping Wounds of my crucified Saviour! 
who can contemplate the Sufferings of God 
incarnate, and not raiſe his Hope, and not 
put his Truſt in them? 

I firmly hope, O my God, for the Pardon 
of all my Sins, which J heartily bewail and 
deteſt; I firmly hope to obtain the Virtues 
and Graces of thy Holy Spirit, which I am re- 
ſolved ſincerely to endeavour after; I wait and 
expect thy cternal Glory, which ſhall always 
be the Aim of all my longing Deſires. 

What though my Body be crumbled into 
Duſt, and that Duſt blown over the Face of 
the Earth, yet I undoubtedly know my Ne- 
deemer lives, and ſhall raiſe me up at the laſt 
Day. | 

0 hether I am comforted, or left deſolate; 
whether 1 enjoy Peace, or am afflicted with 
Temptations ; whether I am healthful or ſick- 

ly, ſuccoured or abandoned by the good Things 


of this Lite, I will always hope in thee, O my 

chiefeſt infinite Good, 
Although the Fig: tree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 
ther {hall Fruit be in the Vines; although the 
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Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields 


yield no Meat; although the Flock ſhall be 


cut off from the Fold, and there ſhall be no 
Herd in the Stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. 

What though I mourn and am afllicted here, 
and ſigh under the Miſeries of this World for 
a Time, I am ſure my Tears ſhall one Day be 
turned into Joy, and that Joy none {hall take 
from me. 

I ſhould too much injure thy Charity and 
thy Sufferings, O bleſſed Jeſus, if I had not a 
firm Hope of working out my Salvation. 

Great is the Malice of the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and great is my own Weakneſs ; but 
how much greater 1s thy Goodneſs and thy 
Might, O my gracious God! I will therefore 
work out my Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling ; but as long as I hve, 1 will hope in thy 
Mercy. | 

O miſerable Wretch that I am! if I hope, 
why do not my Endeavours anſwer my Hopes; 
if I hope to obtain the Grace of God to over- 
come my Follies, and to acquire all neceflary 
Virtues, why do I not labour to ſuch holy 
Purpoles !? 

Whoever hopes for great Things m this 
World, takes Pains to attain them : How can 
my Hopes of everlaſting Life be well ground- 
ed, if I do not ſtrive and labour for that eternal 


Inheritance ? 
I will 
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I will never refuſe the meaneſt Labours, 
while I look to receive ſuch glorious Wages ; 
I will never repine at any temporal Loſs, 
while I expect to gain ſuch eternal Rewards. 

Blefled Hope! be thou my chief Delight in 
Lite, and then I ſhall be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
able, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord : Be thou my Comfort and Support at 
the Hour of Death, and then I ſhall content- 
edly leave this World, as a Captive that is re- 
leaſed from his Impriſonment. 


Acte of Love. 


A Lmighty and everlaſting God, thou art 

infinite in all Excellencies and Perfec- 

tions, and therefore art the moſt proper Object 

of the Love and Adoration of immortal Souls: 

Thou art infinite in Goodneſs and loving Kind- 

neſs towards me, and therefore haſt the juſteſt 
Claim to my Heart. | 

O infinite Amiableneſs ! When ſhall I love 
thee without Bounds, without Coldneſs or In- 
terruption, which, alas, ſo often ſeize me 
here below ? Let me never ſuffer any Creature 
to be thy Rival, or to ſhare my Heart with 
thee ; let me have no other God, no other 
Love, but only thee. 

Whatever is amiable in the Creatures, is 
derived from thee, and is no farther amiable, 
than it bears ſome Impreſſion of thy Amiable- 
neſs ; their Goodneſs is imperfect, and mixed 
with much Evil, but thou only art perfectly 
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excellent; O let the World never more have 
Place in my Heart! All my Affections I with- 
draw from that, to fix on thee. 

O dear Jeſus, who didſt love me to ſuch a 
Degree, that thou wert pleaſed for my Sake to 
endure a painful and ſhameful Death; how 1s 
it poſſible I can live without loving thee ? 

O how much is it the Grief of my Heart, 
that my Love is ſo imperfect, ſo little fixed 
upon the moſt deſerving Object! O when ſhall 
I love thee to the utmoſt Capacity of a Crea- 
ture, and praiſe thee to all Eternity ! 

How afflicting is it to me, not to love thee 
as much as I defire! Alas! when ſhall I love 
thee with all my ſtrength ? When ſhall all 
carnal Affections die in me, and all Things 
belonging to the Spirit, live and grow in me? 
When fhall I be willing to lay down my Lite 
tor thee, who haſt ſhed thy precious Blood 
for me ? | 

Grant, O God, that I may continually ex- 
erciſe upon Earth what the bleſſed Saints prac- 
tiſe with ſo much Fervour in Heaven; the 
Glories and Pleaſures of that happy Region 
would be imperfect, if the Flame of Love did 
not continually burn before thee. | 

Whoever loves, deſires to pleaſe the beloved 
Object; and according to the Degree of Love 
is the Greatneſs of Deſire; make me, O God, 
diligent and earneſt in pleaſing thee ; let me 
chearfully diſcharge the moſt painful and 

coltly 
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coſtly Duties; and forſake Friends, Riches, 
Eaſe, and Lite itſelf, rather than diſobey thee, 

Whoever loves, deſires the Welfare and 
Happineſs of the beloved Obje& : But thou, 
O dear Jeu, canſt receive no Addition from 
my imperfect Services. What ſhall I do to ex- 
preſs my Affection towards thee ? I will relieve 
the Neceſſities of my poor Brethren, who-are 
Members of thy Body ; for he that loveth not 
his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not ſeen © ? 

Iwill pray without ceaſing, and ſeriouſly 
meditate upon thy Precepts ; I will hear thy 
Word with Reverence and Attention, and re- 
ceive the holy Sacrament with Humility and 
Devotion; for theſe are the Methods thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed of converſing with thee, of uniting 
us to thee, and are the only Means rr [ 
can enjoy thee here below. 

Alas! how eis all my Time unprofitable, 
my Labour loſt, my Actions and Sufferings 
vain, when they are not employed in thy Ser- 
vice, when they are not endured for the Love 
of thee, my God ? 

I will long for thy appearing, O bleſſed 
Jeſus: ; becauſe it will transform me into thy 
Likeneſs ; becauſe it will enter into the 
Full Enjoyment of thee, and unite me to thee 
for ever: The utmoſt Labour of all my Days 
is little enough, the Service of my whole Life 
ſhort enough, and no more than-ſufficient to 
ſecure this eternal Inheritance. 
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O crucified %, in whom I live, and 
without whom I die! mortify in me all ſenſual 
Deſires, inflame my Heart with thy holy Love, 
that I may no longer eſteem the Vanities of 
this World, but place my Affections entirely 
on thee, 6462 

Let my laſt Breath, when my Soul ſhall 
Icave my Body, breathe forth Love to thee, 
my God: I entered into Lite without acknow- 
ledging thee, let me therefore finiſh it in lov- 
ing thee ; O let the laſt Act of Life be Love: 


Atts of C onformity to the Will of God. 


thou in all thy Determinations : How 
good and amiable in all thy Diſpenſations ! 
They only love thee not, who know thee not; 
and they who know thee not, how miſerable 
are they ! 

What art thou, O Lord ? and what am I? 
Thou art all Wiſdom, I am all Blindneſs and 
Ignorance: Chuſe thou for me, let thy holy 
Will be done in me and by me; becauſe if I 
ſhould chuſe and will for myſelf, all would be 
Vanity, Raſhneſs, and Folly. | 

Thou art a God infinite in Mercy and Lov: 
ing-kindneſs ; therefore thou wilt order all 
Things to my greateſt Advantage. Wo to 
me! when my Will is not obedient and reſigu- 
ed to thy bleſſed Will in every Thing. 

O my God, thou canſt will nothing but that 


which is truly good, and I am capable of will- 
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ing every Thing that is monſtrouſly evil; I 
therefore renounce my own Will, I ſubmit to 
be intirely governed by thine. 

The Deſigns of thy Mercy are to make me 
happy to all Eternity, and my perverſe Incli- 
nations run after preſent Pleaſures, how con- 
trary ſoever they may be to thy gracious Pur- 
poſes. It is therefore reaſonable, O Lord, 
that I ſhould diſtruſt my own Guidance, and 
that thy bleſſed Will ſhould direct all my 
Ways. 

Holinefs is the Path my God hath chalked 
out to everlaſting Bliſs! may thy holy Will 
be accompliſhed in me, and then I ſhall be 
ſanctified by thy Grace in this World, and glo- 
rified in the Enjoyment of thyſelf in the next. 

Thy Will, O blefſed Jeſus, is that I ſhould 
avoid all Sin, and purify myſelf as thou art 
pure ; my own Will does but too often pre- 
vail upon me to tranſgreſs thy holy Laws, 
| Which therefore I deteſt and abhor. Thy Will 
ſhall be my Rule; becauſe it makes me do 
every Thing that is good. 

How true is it, O my Jeſus, that thou art 
my Lord and Maſter, my omnipotent Sove- 
reign! How fit and reaſonable therefore is it, 
that thy Will in every Thing ſhould be my 
Choice and Satisfaction! 

Conſider well, O my Soul, that upon two 
Wills depends either thy Happineſs or thy 
Miſery; upon the Will of God, thy Happi- 
neſs; upon thy own Will thy Miſery: 2 
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fider well to which thou chuſeſt to unite thy- 
ſelf; becauſe eternal Happineſs and eternal 
Miſery are of too great Importance to be 
neglected. EO. 

It is eaſy, O Lord, to ſubmit to thy Will, 
when it is pleaſing and agreeable to our Na- 
tures; but certainly it is no leſs our Duty, 
when thou thinkeſt fit to try us with Difficul- 
ties, and to contradict the Inclinations of Fleſh 
and Blood. 

In all thy Sufferings, in thy painful Cruct- 
fixion and ſhameful Death, O my dear Jeſs, 
thou didſt entirely reſign thyſelf to the Will of 
thy Father. Shall I murmur againſt leſs Suf- 
ferings, which I have ſo much deſerved ? Shall 
I not quietly and patiently ſubmit to them ? 

If I do not love thee, O my God, more 
than myſelf, I am not worthy of thee ; if I do 
not prefer thy Will to my own, it is much to 
be feared I do not love thee : Oh my God, I 
will deny myſelf, to be made perfect in Love. 

Thy Will, O God, is thy bleſſed Self; 
they therefore, who refuſe to follow thy Will, 
declare that thou ſhalt not reign over them, 
that they defire not the Knowledge of thy 
Ways. It is thee I deſire, O-my God, I re- 
nounce my own Will therefore to follow thine, 


Aﬀs of Virtue in Relation to the Paſſion of 
our Saviour. 
Hither has Love carried thee, O bleſſed 


Jeſus? even to the painful and ſhame- 


ful Death of the Croſs for my Sake. O how 
imperfect 
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imperfect is my Love, if Afflictions or Croſſes 
are able to ſeparate me from thee! or if I am 
not willing to endure the greateſt Torments 
rather than forſake thee |! 

Thou wert, O Feſus, ſo in Love with Suf- 
ferings for me, that rather than come down 
from the Croſs, thou didſt chuſe to expire 
upon it. Miſerable Wretch that I am ! How 
does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart at the very Ap- 
pearance of a violent Death, though it might 
be neceſſary as a Teſtimony of the Truth of 
my Affection towards thee ! 

Thy facred Head was crowned with Thorns, 
and all thy Body plowed with Scourges, but 
my Sins and Follies added Sharpneſs to them, 
and pierced thee and wounded thee more than 
the Thorns and Scourges themſelves. O! I 
grieve and love, when I conſider my Iniqui- 
ties drew upon thee all thy Sorrows ; thoſe 
exquyſite Pains and Torments in thy Body! 
thoſe inexpreſſible Fears and Anguiſſi in thy 
Soul! ; 

I do for ever, O Lord, deteſt and abjure 
thoſe Sins that were thy Tormentors, I will 
perſecute thoſe vile Luſts and Affections that 
crucified thee, I will fly from all Appearance 
of Evil. | 


Is it poſlible not to love thee, O bleſſed Sa- 


viour, above all Things, who haſt delivered 
me from ſuch imperious Maſters ? Is it poſſible 
to remember that my Sins occaſioned all thy 


Grief, and ever to offend thee more? 
What 
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What does my Soul long for ? What is the 
Deſire of my Heart? Is it poſſible that empty 
frail Creatures only ſhould rejoice and delight 
it, when divine We diſplays itſelf in the 
bleeding Wounds of the ſuffering Jeſus? 

Let the Fire of divine Love burn bright in 
my Soul; never will I ſearch for any other 
Fewel to nouriſh this holy Flame, than thy 
Scourges and thy 'Thorns, than thy Reed and 
thy Croſs ! 

Thy whole Life was ſpent in doing Good, 
and ſo far from indulging the Pleaſures of 
Senſe, that thou hadſt not where to lay thy 
Head ; and whoever frequents the Chriſtian 


Sacrifice, muſt be convinced at what a Rate 


thou didſt value the Welfare of Mankind; for 


thou didſt willingly embrace all Sorts of Suf- 


terings in order to accompliſh it. 

What Folly and Raſhneſs is it therefore 
ſor me to be always careſſing myſelf with 
ſenſual Enjoyments, to be ſpending my Eſtate 
in Jollity, in Splendor, in Folly, and Luxury, 
which ought to be employed in doing Good 
to the Souls and Bodies of Men ! How unlike 
is this to that Example thou haſt ſet before me, 
and to that Diſpoſition of Mind thou requireſt 
of me ! | 

Alas! Suffering can only affright thoſe 
that conſider themſelves, and not thee ; that 
love themſelves, and not thee, O my cru- 
cified Jeſus. Thou wert made perfect through 


dufferings, and can I behold and love ſuch a 
blefled 
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bleſſed Pattern, and not deſire to ſuffer with 
thee, and to die for thee ? 

Who can fathom this Abyſs of divine Love? 
Lam the Criminal, and thou, O bleſſed Fe/as, 
art crucified : What ought I not to have ſuf. 
fered, to have gained an Intereſt in thee? And 
yet what haſt thou not ſuffered to purchaſe 
fuch a Wretch as I am? 

I have offended thee, and thou reconcileſt 
me with thy own Blood: I occaſioned thy 
Death, and thou giveſt me Life : Was there 
ever any Love like that Love which 71 Lord 
and my God has ſhewed towards me: 

When I conſider thee, O dear Fe/us, what 
thou art in thyſelf, and what thou art to me, 
I feel myſelf conſtrained to love thee. Where 
ſhall I diſcover greater Excellencies and Per- 
fections to raiſe my Admiration ? Where ſhall 
T find greater Bounty and Goodneſs to engage 
my Affections? 


Ads of Humility. 


My God! Thou art the eternal Source 
of all Excellency and Perfection; and I, 
miſerable Wretch ! what am I? Nothing but 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and Vanity. It 
is reaſonable therefore I ſhould obey thee, be- 
cauſe thou art infinitely above me; that I 
ſhould ſubmit to thee in all Things, without 
grudging, without murmuring, becauſe thou 
art mfinite Wiſdom. 
Bleſſed 
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Blefſed Humility ! When ſhall I poſſeſs 
thee ? When ſhall I enjoy that Tranquillity of 
Mind, which is only found among thoſe that 
love and obey thee ? When ſhall I be adorned 
with that Comelineſs and Beauty, which thou 
only canſt beſtow? - BE | 

What have I, O Lord, whereof to glory? 
If of my Body, it is nothing but vile Clay 
moulded by thy omnipotent Hand, and muſt 
return to Rottenneſs, and be the Food of 
Worms : If of my Mind, it is the Breath of 
Life infuſed by thee, and by my own Folly 
made full of Sin and Wickedneſs. I have 
gone aſtray from the Womb, and in Sin did 
my Mother conceive me. 

All the Good I poſſeſs comes from thee ; if 
my outward Man has any Advantages above 
others, it is the Effect of thy Bounty; from 
whence proceeds Health and Strength, Beauty 
and Comelineſs, and upon thy Will they de- 
pend to be recalled at a Moment: If my Mind 
has the leaſt Excellency, it is thy Gift, wha 
didſt endue me with Reaſon and Grace: All 
that is my own, is the Abuſe of thy Favours 
and whatever is bad in me, is properly mine, 

I am unworthy, O Lord, of all thy Gifts, 
by Reaſon of my Vileneſs and Ingratitude : IL 
do not deſerve the Air I breathe in; becauſe I 
have infected it as it were with noiſome Luſts: 
I do not deſerve the Bread I cat ; becauſe my 
Table has become a Snare, and the good Crea- 
tures thou haſt given me for Refreſhment, have 
been abuſed to Luxury and Senſuality. 
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O let me conſider what I am by Nature, frail -.,: 
and weak; what I am by Sm, odious and 1 
contemptible in thy Sight: And let this | 
Knowledge of myſelf ſuppreſs and mortify all f 
proud and vain 'Thoughts ; let a Senſe of my h 
own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs make me fink, 
humble myſelf as it were in Duſt and Aſhes. ] „ 

It is the ſincere Deſire of my Soul, O bleſſed 
Feſus! It is the firm Choice of my Will, to be 
rather a Door-keeper in the Houſe of my God, x 
than to dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs. 

I will not place my Pleaſure and Satisfac. h 0 
tion in the Praiſe of Men; becauſe it is an un. F, 
certain Breath of Air, apt to ſwell me with J 
Pride and Vanity, and is the Effect of Civility 
and Charity, rather than of what I deſerve, I of 
will, in all my Actions, endeavour to pleaſe 1 
thee, though it be attended with Ignominy and 
Reproach, and though I thereby become the 
Contempt of the Scornful. 

O let me bear the Injuries and Affronts of 
bad Men with Patience and Mecknefs ; becaule 
I have deſerved much worſe Treatment from 
thee, Let me receive the Reproofs and Ad- 
monitions of good Men with Thanktulnels 
becauſe 1 ſtand ſo much in Need of them, and 
that they are ſo proper to correct my Follies, 

O let me never inſult over the Follies and 
Sins of my Fellow Chriſtians ; becauſe I am 
liable to the fame Temptations : Let me pity 
and compaſſionate their Misfortunes ; becaule 
if I am not plunged in the ſame Gulph of Mi- 
ſery, it is wholly owing to thy Grace, —_ 
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has preferved me, and to thy Almighty Hand, 


which has held me up. | 
How didſt thou condeſcend, O dear Jef, 
to be born in a Stable, to lead a Life deſtitute 


of all Comforts and Accommodations, to die 
upon a Crofs, and all this for the Good of thy 


ſinful Creatures! And ſhall I think any Labour 


too grievous, any Office too mean, whereby 


I may be able to promote the temporal and 
eternal Happinefs of my Neighbour ? | 
Without thee, O J., 1 can do nothing; 


ſpire me with that Hamility, which thou 
haſt taught by thy Precepts, and by thy own 


Example: I will endeavour to imitate thy 
State of Humiliation here upon Earth, that I 
may partake of thoſe Glories thou now doſt 
poſfeſs at the Right Hand of thy Father. 


Ads, Contrition. | 
Moſt gracious God, who art the inex- 


hauſtible Fountain of all Goodneſs, who 
art only amiable ; how grievoully have I of- 


fended thee! What Return have I made for 


thoſe Graces and Favours, which thou haſt 


beſtowed upon me? What Tribute have I. 


paid to thine infinite Perfections? J will de- 


clare my Iniquity, and be ſorry tor my Sins. 


I will repent, O my God, of my Sins as 
the greateſt of Evils ; and the Remembrance 
of them ſhall be more grievous and affliting 


to me, than that of any other Evil whatſoever; 


for they are the Offences of a vile Creature 
againſt thee, the "_— Creator, the chiefeſt 
2 an 
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and moſt deſirable Good; wherefore I abhor 
myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. _ 

I can plead nothing, O Lord, to extenuate 
the Guilt of my Sins; I ought to have re- 
nounced every Thing that is valuable in Lite, 
nay even Lite itſelf, rather than to have of- 
fended thee, whoſe loving Kindneſs is better 
than Life: But I do now moſt heartily deteſt 
my Sins; becauſe they are diſpleaſing to thee, 
who art infinite Goodneſs, and I purpoſe, by 
the Help of thy Grace, to live better for the 
Time to come. | 

Thou haſt graciouſly declared, O my chiet- 
eſt Good, that a broken Spirit is a Sacrifice 
acceptable to thee ; that thou wilt not deſpiſe 
a broken and a contrite Heart. O my Heart, 
let Grief and Sorrow rend thee in Pieces, who 
haſt hitherto ſacrificed thyſelf to a vain and 
wicked World. je 
If the Sorrow of this Vale of Tears could 
enter into the State of the Bleſſed, even in 
Heaven I would lament the Offences com- 
mitted againſt the great Lord of Heaven and 
Earth: But whilſt Jam here below I will turn 
unto thee, O Lord, with Weeping and Mourn- 
ing, and I will chuſe the greateſt Sufferings 
rather than offend thee. 

l love thee, O my God, and how much is 
it the Grief of my Soul that I have not always 
loved thee ? That I have not always had a Re- 
gard to thy divine Precepts? Oh that my 
Head were Waters, and my Eyes a Fountain 
of Tears, that I might weep much, and love 
much, having much to be torgiven ! 
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As my Love increaſes towards thee, O dear 
Jeſus, To much the more do I grieve for my 
Sins, which made thee a Man of Sorrow and 
acquainted with Grief: And J am ſo much the 
more refolved by the Help of thy Grace to 
abſtain from all Evil for the Time to come ; 
by how much the more I rejoice in every 
Thing that tends to thy Honour and Glory. 

Oh! for what empty Shadows have I for- 
feited the Favour of the Moſt High? For what 
trifling Vanities have I incurred the Diſpleaſure 
of my beſt BenefaQor ? J have ſinned, O 
Lord, I have finned againſt Heaven and in 
thy Sight, and am no more worthy to be cal- 
led thy Son: But I return with the Prodigal; 
O let thy paternal Bowels yearn on me and 
graciouſly receive me. 

Ho can I behold thee, O infinite Good- 
neſs, and not love thee ? How can I love thee, . 
and not grieve for having offended thee; and 
not deteſt my Sins, and not reſolve to forſake 
them? O! may I always fincerely love thee, 
and then I ſhall always renounce and abhor 
every Thing that is evil. 

The Torments of the Damned are juſtly the 
Objects of my Fear; and when I conſider that 
they are eternal, I tremble, O Lord, at thy 
juſt and omnipotent Wrath provoked by my 
heinous Tranſgreſſions. But Oh! let the 
Senſe of having offended infinite Goodneſs be 
more grievous and afflicting to me, than that 
of any other Evil whatſoever. | 

| G 3 Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Feſus / haſt thou not redeemed me 

from many and. great Evils ? Haſt thou not 
heaped upon me abundant Teſtimonies of thy 
(Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs? And yet have 
not mine Iniquities increaſed over my Head, and 
my TPreſpaſſes grown unto the Heavens ? But 
I will break off my Sins by Righteouſneſs, and 
mine Iniquities 

Oh! my God, I will lie down in Shame, 
and Confuſion ſhall cover me. The Meaſure 
of my Sorrow ſhall bear ſome Proportion to 
the Heinouſneſs of my Sins. I will keep un- 
der my Body, and bring it into Subjection. I 
will avoid all freſh Occaſions: of Backfliding, 
I will obey thee in all Things, and fuffer with 
Patience, whatſoever Puniſhment thou ſhalt 
think fit to inflict upon me: Happy, infinitely 
happy! If upon any Terms I can procure thy 
Love and Favour. Shoe 
O heavenly Father, for thine own infinite 
Mercy's Sake, for thy Truth and Promiſe 
Sake, for all the Merits and Sufferings of the 
Son of thy Love, in whom thou art always 
well pleaſed, pardon all my Sins and Failings, 
and receive me into thy Favour. Amen, O 
Lord God, Amen, Amen. 


Atts of Praiſe. 


Raife the Lord, O my Soul, for it is a 

good Thing to ſing Praifes unto our God. 

O fing Praiſes unto his Name, for it is lovely. 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever, ſo 
doth thy Memorial, O Lord, from one Gene- 
ration 


by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. 
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ration to another. As long as I live, I will 
praiſe the Lord, as long as I have any Being, 
I will fing Praiſes unto my God. Ky 

To thee, O Lord, belongeth Greatneſs, and 
Power, and Glory, and Victory, and Majeſty : 
For all that is in the Heaven and in the Earth 
is thine ; thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
thou art exalted as Head above all. Bleſſed 
and praiſed be thy holy Name, O Lord God, 
for ever and for ever. | 

Thou art the everlaſting and eternal King; 
before the Mountains were brought forth, 'or 
ever thou hadſt formed the Earth and the 
World, from everlaſting to everlaſting thou 
art God, I will truſt in the Lord for ever, 
for in the Lord Febovah is everlaſting Strength. 
Thou art, O Lord, the ſame, Yeſterday, To- 
day, and for ever, and thy Years fail not. Thy 
Goodneſs, thy Power, thy Wiſdom, and thy 
Righteouſneſs endure for ever, with thee is no 
Variableneſs nor Shadow of Turning. The 
Counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for ever, and 
the Thoughts of his Heart to all Generations. 
The Wicked therefore muſt ſee] the Power ot 
thy Wrath, the Weight of thy Almighty Arm, 
and thou wilt give Grace and Glory, and 
with-hold no good Thing from them that live 
a godly Life. 

Praiſed be thy Being, which knows no 
Bounds or Limits, but doth ſpread and dif- 
fuſe itſelf every Way, beyond the Capacity of 
our ſhallow Imagination. The darkeſt Corners 
and the moſt private Recelles cannot exclude 

An thy 
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thy Preſence. Whither ſhall I go from thy 
Spirit ? or whither ſhall I flee from thy Pre- 
lence? Can any hide himſelf in Secret that thou 
ſhalt not ſee him, who filleſt Heaven and Earth? 
Thou art an Almighty God, is any Thing 
too hard for thee? The Lord of Hoſts hath 
purpoſed it, who ſhall diſannul it? Thou art 
able to make good all thy Promiſes, and none 
can ſtay thy Hand. Thou canſt inflict the 
greateſt Puniſhments upon the Wicked, and 
none can withſtand thy Power. Who can 
reſiſt the Deſtruction which the Lord ſends ? 
They only are ſecure of a ſafe Refuge who 

abide under the Shadow of the Almighty. 
Praiſed be the Lord, who only ſearcheth 
the Hearts of all the Children of Men; there 
is not a Word in the Tongue, but thou knoweſt 
it altogether: Thine Eyes are upon the Ways 
of Man, and thou ſceſt all his Goings. There 
is no Darkneſs where the Workers of Iniquity 
can hide themſelves. Let all the Earth love 
and fear thee, for thou knoweſt, and canſt 
reward their Services. Let the Faithful call 
upon thee in all their Streights, for thy Ear 
is open to their Cry. And let every one prepare 
for that dreadful Tribunal, where every Thought 
ſhall be brought into Judgment. God is greater 

than our Hearts, and knoweth all Things. 
Oh Lord! how manifold are thy Works, in 
Wiſdom haſt thou made them all; thou haſt 
ſramed all Things in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure, and governeſt them with the beſt Or- 
der and greateſt Harmony. Thou * 
| hat 
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what 1s beſt for us, and preſcribeſt the beſt 
Means for the Advancement of our Happineſs. 


But that Wiſdom can never be ſufficiently 


praiſed, which is manifeſted in the ſtupendous 
Myſtery of Man's Redemption, where all the 
divine Attributes ſhined with the greateſt 
Luſtre. Which to them that are ſaved is the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 
Happy is the Man that findeth this Wiſdom, 
that getteth this Underſtanding. Mes: 

Praiſed be thy Name who keepeſt Truth 
for ever, who wilt not ſuffer thy Faithfulneſs 
to fail, nor alter the Thing that 1s gone out of 
thy Mouth. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but thy Words ſhall not paſs away till all 
Things be fulfilled. Thou art a God of Truth, 
without Iniquity and Deceit ; no deceitful 
Perſon ſhall reſt upon thy holy Hill ; he that 
telleth Lies ſhall not tarry in thy Sight. 

The Lord is righteous in all his Ways, and 
holy in all his Works. He will not clear the 
Guilty, nor reſpect the Perſon of Men, but 
rewardeth every Man according to his Work. 
Tribulation and Anguiſh ſhall be the Portion 


of every Soul that loveth Evil ; but Glory, 


Honour, and Peace, ſhall be to every Man 
that worketh Good. 

Thou art a holy God, and of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity, and haſt no Pleafure 
in Wickedneſs. It is contrary to the Purity 
of thy Nature, to the Perfection of thy Laws, 
and to thoſe Pleafures which are at thy Right 


Hand for evermore. Let us therefore put on 
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the New Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; let us purify 
ourſelves as God is pure, for without Holineſs 
no Man ſhall fee the Lord. | 
Praiſed be the Lord, for his great Goodneſs 
which is extended to all his Creatures, and for 
the Wonders which he doth for the Children 
of Men. Whatever appears good in the beſt 
of thy Creatures is derived from thee; the 
Earth is full of thy Goodneſs, and nothing is 
hid from the Influence of it. Thou Joadeſt 
us with thy Bleſſings, that thou mayeſt engage 
us to Returns of Love and Gratitude ; and if 
we are bound in Fetters, and held in the Cords 
of Affliction, it is that we may ſee our Tranſ- 
greſſions and turn from our Iniquities, and ſtill 
thou waiteſt to be gracious. © Oh! that Men 
would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and 


declare the Wonders that he doth for the 
Children of Men. | 


A Prayer which may be uſed at any Time in the 
' Week before ii e Sunday or Holy-day on which 
we deſign to communicate, and which 
properly be annexed to our Morning Devotions 
at ſuch Times. | 
OSTgraciousand mercifulGod ho liaſt 
by thy Miniſter given me an Invitation 


to thy heavenly Feaſt, grant me Grace to ap- 
proach. thy holy Myſteries with penitential 
Preparation, and with a Heart fully diſpoſed 
to ſerve and obey thee all the Days of my Lite. 
Enable me, O my God, I moſt humbly 
belicech thee, to examine the State of my own 

Mind, 
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Mind, to compare my Actions with the Rule 
of thy Laws, that nothing contrary to thy 


holy Will may ever find a ſettled Abode in 


my Soul; thou knoweſt all that Load of Im- 


piety and Guilt under which IJ lie, help me 
therefore ſo ĩimpartially to judge and condemn 
myſelf, ſo humbly to repent and beg Pardon, 


that I may not be condemned at thy dreadful 
Tribunal: But alas! after the moſt ſtrict Ex- 


amination we can make, who can number his 


Impieties? who can tell how oft he offendeth ? 
Cleanſe me therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general I renounce and bewail. 

O my God, who alone canſt order the un- 
ruly Wills and Affections of ſinful Men, be 
pleaſed to change my Heart into an intire 
Love of thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſorry 


for having offended thee, who art infinite Good- 
_ neſs; that with a broken and contrite Heart I 


may grieve and mourn, and repent for all my 


former Sins, and may for ever forſake them, and 


for the future ſtedfaſily purpoſe 10 lead a new 
Life, that I may renew my baptiſmal Vow, and 
hereafter live as a ſworn Votary to thy Love. 

O heavenly Father, ſettle in my Soul a /ive- 


ly Faith in thy Mercy through Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt 


Belief of all thy Love to Sinners, and an af- 
fectionate Rehance on the Merits and Media- 
tion of thy crucified Son; of my being accept- 
ed in the Beloved, for whom I will ever adore 


and praiſe thee. | 1 
O my crucified God, thou ſovereign In- 
flammative of Love, let the Remembrance of thy 


Go Death 
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Death ſet all the Powers of my Soul on work, 
that I may deſire and pant after thee, that 1 
may admire and adore thee, that I may take 
heavenly Delight in thy gracious Preſence, that 
with Praiſe and Thankſgiving I may receive thee 
into my Heart, and always entertain thee with 
pious Diſpoſitions, and devout Affections. 

1 ſee, O bleſſed Fefus, in the Memorial of 
thy Sufferings, how thou didſt forgive me, 
and didſt love me when I was thy Enemy; 
give me Grace to love my Neighbour, and 
to be in Charity with all Men; to forgive all 
my Enemies, and to be at Peace with all the 
World, as I deſire to be beloved, and forgiven, 
and to be at Peace with thee. All that have 
any Way injured me I freely forgive, for thy 
Sake, O Lord; and if I have wronged or in- 
jured my Neighbour, . give me Grace to beg 
Jus Pardon ; and, as I have Opportunity, to 
make him Satis faction and Reſtitution accord- 
ing to my Power. Whenever I ſee any of 
thy poor Members hungry, or naked, or in 
Diſtreſs, let the Remembrance of thy Love, 
in dying for me, engage me to contribute all 
I can to their Relief; may they ever liberally 
partake of what I enjoy, ſince thou wert ſo 
liberal of thy ineſtimable Blood for me 

Thus prepared, O Lord, let me approach 
thy holy Table, and fo eat the Fleſh of thy 
dear Son, Feſus Chriſt, and drink his Blood, 


that my ſinful Body may be made clean by 


his Body, and my Soul waſhed through his 
moſt precious Blood, that I may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in me, Amen. 
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'A Prayer in our Retirement after doe are re- 
turned home from the Lord's Table, which 


may be added to our Evening Devotions. 
T Acknowledge, O Lord, my God! with all 


Thankfulneſs of Heart, thy great Mercy 
and Goodneſs communicated to me this Day, 
in giving me an Opportunity of approaching 
thy holy Table, and diſpoſing my Mind to 
commemorate the infinite Love of my cruci- 
fied Saviour; to render him Thanks and 
Praife for laying down his Life as a Sacrifice 
for the Sins of the World; and to repreſent 
unto thee that Sacrifice, as a full Satisfaction 
for them; whereby thou doſt incline me 
humbly to hope for all the Benefits of his 
Death and Paſſion. 

How many, O Lord, turn a deaf Ear to all 
the preſſing Exhortations of thy Miniſters; 
and being influenced by the Cares, and Riches, 
and Pleaſures of Life, when they are invited, 
refuſe to come? How many pious and de- 
vout Souls are deprived of the bleſſed Advan- 
tage of this higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of 
Religion? And how many ſincere and faithful 
Chriſtians are oppreſſed with Scruples, deject- 
ed with Fears, ſo that they dare not venture 
to partake of the holy Myſteries? 

What Thanks therefore, moſt gracious God, 
can I return unto thy divine Majeſty, for im- 
preſſing a Senſe of my Duty upon my Mind, 
and for that Strength and Power whereby thou 
haſt in ſome meaſure enabled me to * 

It 
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it? I will praiſe and magnify thy great and glo- 
rious Name, and I will entirely devote myſelf 
to thy Service as long as I have any Being. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe freth Supplies 
of Grace I have received at thy Altar; grant 
that they may make me run the Way of ly 
Commandments with Delight and Pleafure ; 
that I may never any more taint, or droop, or 
tire in my Duty. | ( 
Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe comfortable 
Aſſurances thou haſt given me of Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs. Let this thy compaſſionate Good- 


neſs be a perpetual Obligation to Love and 
Gratitude. Let it put me upon my Guard, 


that I may watch over all my Ways, and do 
always that which is well pleafing in thy Sight. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for that Peace and 
Quiet thou' haſt reſtored to my Soul; for 


- thoſe Reſolutions thou haſt wrought in me to 


perſevere in thy Service to the End of my 
Days; make them firm, vigorous, and con- 
ſtant; and never let any ſinful Paſſions any 
more ruffle and diſcompofe my Mind. 
_ © Blefſed be thy Name for that Reliſh thou haſt 
given me of ſpiritual Delights ; that Deſire of 
fling the eternal Inheritance; let the Enjoy- 
ments of Senſe appear mean and contemptible, 
andlet not thePleaſures of the World any more 


prevail upon me to tranſgreſs thy holy Laws. 


Grant, O Lord, that I may walk worthy of 
theſe thy diſtinguiſhing Mercies, and live as 
becomes the Redeemed of the Lord. With- 
out thee, O blefled Fe/ws, I can do —_— . 
With- 
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without thee, who art the Sun of Righteouf. 
neſs, I ſhall walk in Darkneſs ; without thee, 
who art the Phyſician of Souls, I ſhall langyiſh 
and die; without thee, who art the* Joy of all 
devout Minds, I ſhall conſume my Days away 
in Sadneſs. Remain therefore, O Lord, and 
abide with me for ever; I ſhall then be enabled 
to do thy Will in this Life, and thereby be 
qualified to partake of thy Glories to all Eter- 
nity in the next. Amen, Amen. 


Since it is poſſible this little Treatiſe may fall into 

Hands that may be deflitute of Helps for Fa- 

mily Devotion, I have added a Morning and 
Evening Prayer for ſuch Occaſions. 


A Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Eternal God, Creator and Preſeryer of 
Mankind, Giver of all ſpiritual Grace, 
the Author of everlaſting Life; we thine un- 
worthy Servants entirely deſire to praiſe thy 
Name for all the Expreſſions of thy Bounty 
towards us. We give thee Thanks that thou 
haſt preſerved us from many and great Dans 
gers wherewith we have been encompaſſed : 
that thou haſt brought us ſafe to the Light of 
this Day ; and that thou haſt refreſhed us the 
paſt Night with quiet Reſt and Sleep. But 


above all, bleſſed. be thy Love that gave thy 


Son to die for our Sins, to put us in a Way 
of being happy, if we would obey thee z and 
after all our wilful Refuſals of thy Grace till 
haſt Patience with us, and haſt added this one 


Pay 
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Day more to all we have miſpent already, to 
ſee if we will finiſh the Work thou haſt ſet us 
to do, and fit ourſelves for eternal Glory. 
Pardon, good. Lord, all our former Sins, 
and all our Abuſes of thy Forbearance and 
Long-ſuffering, for which we are now ſorry at 
our Hearts; give us Grace to lead more holy 
Lives, and to be more careful in improving all 
future Opportunities. Make thyſelt preſent to 
our Minds, and let thy Love and thy Fear rule 
in our Souls in all thoſe Places and Companies, 
where our Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. 
Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, tem- 
perate in all our Enjoyments, humble in all 
our Opinions of ourſelves, charitable in all 
our Speeches of others, meek and peaceable 
under all Provocations, ſincere and faithful in 
all our Profeſſions, and ſo juſt and upright in 
all our Dealings, that no Neceſſity may force, 
nor Opportunity in any Kind allure us to de- 
fraud or go beyond our Neighbours. When 
thou beſtoweſt Good on others, let us not en- 
vy but rejoice in it; and when thou addeſt 
any to ourſelves, let us own thy Mercy, and 
humbly thank thee for it. 
Afford us convenient Supplies in all our 
reaſonable Neceſſities, and protect us againſt 
the Approach of all Dangers : Make us dili- 
gent in all our Affairs, and give ſuch Succeſs 
to all our lawful Endeavours, as thou ſeeſt 
moſt expedient for us; teach us contentedly to 
ſubmit and not to repine at any Thing that hap- 


pens by the Allotment of thy wiſe Providence, 


i In 
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In all our Paſſages through this World and our 
manitold Concerns in it, fuffer not our Hearts 
to be too much ſet upon it; but always fix 
our Eyes upon the bleſſed Hope, that as we 
go along we may make all the Things of this 
World miniſter to it, and be careful above all 
Things to fit our Souls for that pure and per- 
fect Bliſs, which thou haſt prepared for all that 
love and fear thee, in the Glories ofthy Kingdom. 
Give thy Grace, moſt merciful God, to all 
the World, and let all, who are redeemed by 
the Blood of thy Son, acknowledge thee to be 
the Lord, and become his Worſhippers and 
faithful Servants. Make all Chriſtians con- 
ſcientious Practiſers of that Holineſs they pro- 
feſs; and above all inſpire them with uniting 
Principles and charitable Hearts, that by their 
loving one another, as thou haſt loved us, all 
the World may know they are thy Diſciples. 
Let all Governors rule with Wiſdom and Jul- 
tice, and Subjects obey with Love and Cheer- 
fulneſs. Let the Prieſts of the Lord be exem- 
plary in their Lives, and diſcreet and diligent 
in their Labours, having a moſt compaſſionate 
Love of Souls; and let the People be humble 
and tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken, and 
fully bent to follow wiſe Inſtructions. Relieve 
tlie Afflicted and thoſe that are in Want, aſſiſt 
them contentedly to depend on thee. Raiſe 
Friends to the Widows and Fatherleſs, the 


Priſoners and Captives, and all that groan un- 


der any Oppreſſion. Give Repentance, Pa- 


tience, and Reſignation to all that he upon 
Beds 
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Beds of Sickneſs, and Eaſe when thou ſeeſt it 


convenient for them. Speak Peace to troubled 


Conſciencies, by delivering them from their 
cauſeleſs Scruples, and by making them con- 
{tant in the Practice of Holineſs. Bleſs all 
our Friends, who are eſpecially endeared to 
us by their Kindneſſes, all our Relations ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, all that particularly pray 


for us, or defire our Prayers. Teach us all 


to alk, what thou approveſt, and then grant us 
whatſoever is aſked. | 


Prevent us in all our Actions, guard us 


againſt all Dangers, relieve us in all Streights, 
and grant that we may always make thee our 
Confidence, and take all Things well that 
thou ordereſt for us; ſhorten our Sorrows, 
and deliver us from all our Sins, and fit us all 


for that eternal Kingdom which thou haſt pre- 


pared for us, for Jeſus's Sake, in whoſe holy 
Name and Words we further pray unto thee. 
Our Father, Ge. | 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chr, the Love 
of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be with us this Day and for evermore. Amen. 


An Evening Prayer for a Family. 
K Lmighty God, Father of our Lord Je/us 
bin, Maker of all Things, Judge of all 
en; we acknowledge and bewail our mani- 


fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which we from 
Time to Time moſt grievouſly have committed 
by Thought, Word, and Deed, againſt thy 
divine Majeſty, provoking molt juſtly thy 


Wrath 
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Wrath and Indignation againſt us; we do car- 
neſtly repent, and are heartily ſorry for theſe 
our Mifdoings, and the Remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us, . i 

Have Mercy upon us, O Lord, after thy 
great Goodneſs, according to the Multitude of 
thy Mercies do away our Offences: Waſh us 
thoroughly from our Wickedneſs, and cleanſe. 
us from our Sins. Create and make in us new 
and contrite Hearts, that we, worthily lamenting 
our paſt Follies, and acknowledging our Wretch- 
edneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all Mer- 
cy, perfect Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs. 

Grant us, O Lord, the Afliſtance of thy 
Holy Spirit, that for the Time to come, we 
may think and do ſuch Things as be rightful; 
that we, who cannot do any Thing that is good 
without thee, may by thee be enabled to live 
according to thy Will; that thy Grace may al- 
ways ſo prevent and follow us, as to make us 
continually to be given to all good Works. 
And thou, O God, wha knoweſt us to be ſot 
in the midſt of ſo many and great Dangers, 
that by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Nature we 
cannot always ſtand upright ; grant to us ſuch 
Strength and Protection as may ſupport us in all 
Dangers, and carry us through all Temptations. 

Help us, O Lord, to withſtand the Aſſaults 
of the Enemies of our Salvation, the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, and with pure Hearts 
and Minds to follow thee the only true! God. 
Graft in our Souls the Love of thy Name, 
uicreaſe in us true Religion, nouriſh us * 

a 
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all Goodneg and of thy great Mercy keep us 


-— In the fame And thou, G God, whoſe never- 


failing Providence ordereth all Things both in 
Heaven and Earth; put from us, we beſeech 
thee, all hurtful Things; and give us thoſe 
Things which are profitable for us. And fince 
it is thou alone canſt order the unruly Wills 
and Affections of ſinful Men, grant that we may 


love the Things which thou commandeſt, and 


deſire that which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo 


among the ſundry and manifold Changes of 


the World, our Hearts may ſurely there be 


fixed, where true Joys are to be found. Diſpoſe 


us byall theMeans of Grace we enjoy, to attain 


that everlaſting Salvation thou haſt promiſed ;_ 


that we may both perceive and know thoſe 
Things which we ought to do, and may have 
Grace and Power faithfully to fulfil the ſame. 

Teach us, O Lord, ſo to number our Days, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom ; 
and grant that neither the Splendor of any 
Thing that is great, nor the Conceit of any 
Thing that is good in us, may any Way with- 
draw our Eyes from looking upon ourſelves 
as ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, but that we may preſs 
forward towards the Prize of the high Calling 
that is. before us, with Faith and Patience, 
with Humility and Meekneſs, with Mortifica- 
tion and Self-denial; with Charity and conſtant 
Perſeverance to the End; that ſo when we ſhall 
depart this Life we may ſleep in the Lord, and at 


the general Reſurrection in the laſt Day may be 
found acceptable in thy Sight, and receive that 


Bleſſing, 
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| Bleſſing, which thy beloved Son ſhall then con- 
fer upon all thoſe that truly love and fear thee. 
MCharge thy holy Providence, O Lord, we” | 
humbly beſeech thee, with us this Night, and | 
by thy great Mercy defend us from all the Pe- 
rils and Dangers of it. Keep us both outwardly 
in our Bodies and inwardly in our Souls, that 
we may be defended from all Adverſities that 
may happen to the Body, and from all evil 
Thoughts that may aſſault and hurt the Soul. 
Extend thy Goodneſs, O Lord, to the 
whole Race of Mankind; have Mercy upon 
all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Hereticks ; take 
from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 
and Contempt of thy Word ; and fo fetch 
them home to thy Flock, that they may be 
ſaved among the Remnant of the true 1/ael- 
ites. Grant unto all them that are admitted 
into the Fellowſhip of Chri/s Religion, that 
they may eſchew thoſe Things that are con- 
trary to their Profeſſion, and follow all ſuch 
Things as are agreeable to the ſame. Let thy 
continual Pity cleanſe and defend thy Church; 
and becauſe it cannot continue in Safety with- 
out thy Succour, preſerve it evermore by thy 
Help and Goodneſs. Bleſs all our Governors 
both in Church and State, that in their ſeveral 
Stations the, may be uſeful and ferviceable to 
n. thy Glory and the public Good. We make 


al our humble Supplications to thee for all our 

on Benefactors, Friends, and Relations, and allo 

de - for our very Enemies; let thy fatherly Hand 

4; be ever over them, let thy Holy Spirit be _ 
F | Wit 
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with them, and ſo lead them in the Knowledge 
and Obedience of thy Word, that in the End 

they may obtain everlaſting Life. Look with 
an Eye of Pity and 4 ma "Tas upon all thoſe 
who are any Ways afflicted in Mind, Body, or 

Eſtate ; give them Patience under all their 
Sufferings, and, in thy due —_ happy If- 


Tue out of all their Afflictions, 
And as we pray unto thee, O God, for our- 
ſelves and others, lo we deſire to bleſs and praiſe | 973- 


thy holy Name for all thy Goodneſs and loving C 
Kindneſs to us, and to all Men. We give 4 
thee hearty Thanks for thy Preſervation of by 
us this Day paſt, and the Reſt of our Lives, | 7 
from innumerable Accidents and Dangers, for | 7 
the Comforts and Conveniencies as well as the Z 
Neceſſaries of Life. But above all, we laud, K. 
and magnify, and adore thy Goodneſs, in the i 


Redemption of the World by the Death and Toe 
Paſſion of our Saviour Chri/t, both God and be 


Man; who did humble himſelf even to the 55 
Death upon the Croſs for us miſerable Sinners; 3 
who lay in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of 4 


| Death, that he might make us the Children De. 
q of God, and exalt us to everlaſting Life. A 1 
Teach us to expreſs our Thankfulneſs b fub- 
mitting ourſelves entirely to his holy Will and 
Pleaſure, and by ſtudying to ſerve him in true 4 
| Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Me 
Life. Accept, O Lord, of theſe our Prayers / 
and Praiſes, in and through the Mediation of A 
Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, A 
who has taught us, when we pray, to lay, - 
Our Father, Sc. A 
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